
The Coconut Telegraph • January 2009 • 1918 • The Coconut Telegraph • January 2009

Stay Beautiful

Enjoy a new you for the New Year!

Tassell Medical Arts Building
Suite 205, MM 91 305-853-0002

The only Board Certified Plastic Surgeon 
practicing exclusively in the Florida Keys!

Where beautiful results and experience meet

Dr. F. True Lansden

The Key Largo Woodrat is
Much Cuter than its Name

Key Largo author Nicky
Laak has a t-shirt showing a
very cute, big-eared, pink-
nosed mouse-ish creature, not
at all what a
“woodrat” sounds
like. Laak’s
children’s book,
Woodrat Jill
explains that point
and much more
about this
endangered local
resident, found only
in the Crocodile
Lake National Wildlife refuge
on Rt. 905 across from Dagny
Johnson Hammock. The author,
who was signing books at Moore
Books in the Pink Plaza,
described the efforts of
volunteers and Tampa’s Lowry

Park Zoo to breed the
woodrats in captivity and
release them in the refuge.
Children and adults will enjoy
the Jill’s adventures when she
leaves the comfort of the zoo

and learns to
survive in the wild.
Crocodile Lake

refuge is home to
other threatened
and endangered
species, including
the Schaus’
Swallowtail
butterfly and of
course, the

crocodile, which in the U.S. is
found only in South Florida and
the Keys.

For more info about the
refuge, call 451-4223. Woodrat
Jill is available at Moore Books
and other local bookstores.
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