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Entertainer of the Month:
The Blues Pirates

Moss is originally from 
Seattle Washington and 
holds a great deal of notori-
ety locally as a rock-and-roll 
blues guitar player who has 
played for 50 years. Moss 
was the long-time lead 
player for Big Dick and the 
Extenders. He lived down 
the street from Jimi Hen-
drix's parents. He played 
golf with Willie Nelson and 
saw Hendrix in '68 (when he 
jumped a fence to get in!). 
Moss plays a 1978 Gibson 
Les Paul custom guitar 
through a 100 watt Fender 
Hot Rod amp. 

Sam Maher is an accom-
plished bassist and guitarist 
who plays bass in the band 
but can also be seen around 
town playing pedal and lap 
steel guitar or singing and 
playing acoustic guitar. 
Having played since the age 
of seven, Sam began per-
forming in a bar when he 
wasn't even legal drinking 
age. "If you're old enough to 
play in my bar you're old 
enough to drink in my bar," 
said the owner.

Maher is a veteran of at 
least a hundred Grateful 
Dead concerts and he has 
played in opening slots for 
numerous well-known 

national touring acts. He 
performed on the road in 
much of the Midwest where 
he grew up, and in Europe. 
His main influence is his 
friend and one-time mentor 
Pete Way from the English 
rock band UFO. Maher plays 
a 1974 Rickenbacher and an 
Epiphone Thunderbird bass 
guitar through Hartke 
HA4000 with 400 watts 
through Hartke and GK 
4x10 speakers at 4 ohms. 

Noted drummer supreme 
of Key Largo, Jimmy Mc-
Guirl is a trained jazz 
drummer and was just fea-
tured as Entertainer of the 
Month in the Coconut Tele-
graph's February issue. He 
plays Gretchen drums. 

Arias Beardslee on 
blues violin is originally 
from Northern California, 
studies at the Berkeley 
School of music and lives 
in the Keys. Arias is a 
noted guitarist and song-
writer in his own right and 
is currently finishing a solo 
album. Influenced by 
Caesar Clements and Papa 
John Creech, Beardslee 
has played on the streets 
of Oakland and San Fran-
cisco as well as at the 
Grand ol' Opry. 

He plays a vintage 
Gibson violin through a 
1969 Fender twin amp. 

The band depends on 
Norman Tyndale for sound. 
Tyndale is a native of 
Jamaica and owns and oper-
ates Overseas Computers in 
Key Largo.

The Blues Pirates have 
been together for almost 2 
years and have one basic 
theory. Let's party, have a 
good time and rock and roll!  

"If you want to party 
with the band, that's cool. 
You may have to pick us up 
or take us home. But seri-
ously no elitist b.s. We 
don't want anyone to kiss 
our rear end. We want to 
rock and roll and have a 
good time. And, we actually 
really like what we stand 
for. We are part of a larger 

musical family which 
includes our good friend 
Ray West, who is the 5th 
Blues Pirate on flute and 
guitar and also a member 
of Marlin 2 Review (whose 
Chris Miller can be seen 
knocking a few back with 
the boys at our shows or 
sitting in)," says Maher. 

The Blues Pirates play 
somewhere every Friday 
and Saturday night in 
Islamorada and are avail-
able for gigs at bars, res-
taurants, weddings and bar 
mitzvahs in the Florida 
Keys. 

Pirates on the Water
Support Humane Society

Hippie Jerry  and Bonnie were there to help.

Thank you Pirates on the Water!

Pirates on the Water volunteering to paint the Humane Society

Key Largo Rotary and 

members of Monroe 

County Sheriff's Office 

joined together in 

February to clean up 

the US1 area.  

Bags of garbage 

were collected to 

ensure our Fabulous 

Florida Keys are 

beautiful for residents

and visitors.

Key Largo Rotary Supports Food Bank
Key Largo Rotary Club 
donated $2000 to the Daily 
Bread Food Pantry at the 
Burton Memorial UM Church.  
This food pantry serves over 
50 local families each week 
and is staffed entirely by 
volunteers.  For more about 
the food pantry, contact 
Tiffany Katz at 305-852-2581.  
For more about the Key 
Largo Rotary Club: join us for 
a weekly breakfast meeting 
at the Key Largo Hilton, 
Wednesdays at 7:30 am.   
www.keylargorotary.org

Above (L-R) Nancy Alvarez, Kerry Foote, 
Katrina Lavene, Jennifer Miller


