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KEYS ‘BROPELLER SEI}'VICE
Running Gear Specialist
/ STAINLESS AND BRONZE

Re-Hub

Repair
Welding
Balancing
Cupping
Progressive Pitching
High Performance

10% OFF WITH THIS AD

305-924-4853

Right here in Key Largo!
Same day service in most cases.

o CHRISTMAS
©  DRINKING GAME

~_amm - LAY OUT WRAFFING FPAFER
AND SUPPLIES

! N 2. POUR YOURSELF A DRINK
3. BEGIN WRAPPING

Y. EVERY TIME YOU LOSE THE
SCISSORS OR TAPE, TAKE A DPRINK

15l-ANR-GRII

HOME OF THE ORIGINAL TUNA NACHOS |

can have a special, island-style

%Wd{ﬂé@ Puety! !

Treat your group to the perfect

Florida Keys dining experience

at either Island Grill location...
from a small group to a large gathering.

{' Island Grill serves up an extensive menu of
& fresh Florida Keys seafood, outdoor and indoo://
waterfront seating and entertainment.

f%a&wwﬂmwma/ém&uafwlﬁm;

keysislandgrill.com ,

}k — company, club, family or group

F o ¥
Island!Grill atMandalay; esMM97.5 e Ocean'yiew
KW sland!Grill at'Snake Creek s MMI85! 5/ eBeach!Setting

WITHITIWO
S02:852:059511"56=7664-8400

LOCATIONS:

JON & JOANNA DREAVER

The Art Box

ART CLASSES « ART SUPPLIES
RESTORATION « MATTING & FRAMING
FRAMING SUPPLIES « CANVAS STRETCHING

(Chechout our FEATURED ARTISTS

FULL ONLINE STORE: www.ArtBoxKeyLargo.com

wITH KEY LARGO PACK & SHIP

Tt « Pafossional!  22#E_ FedEx.

=k s aw=
o LOW COST PACKING MATERIALS/BOXES
o SHIPPING: FREIGHT & INTERNATIONAL
o CRATING & SHRINK WRAPPING

Plus!

100650 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo 33037

FAX « PRINT « SCANNING « LAMINATING
COLOR COPIES - DIGITAL ARCHIVING

305-451-5461

artlife@artboxkeylargo.com

KEY.LARGO.CHOCLATES

8
< lcs CREAM Ff!li()yk'i#g%‘:..lfu i

Ml

FOR ICE CREAM.

NEW! "
PREMIUM 18% courmer chocouates

ICE CREAM NiThit
FUDGE
MADE HERE!!  werume vics

FREE
SAMPLES

ares MM 100 /2 BAYSIDE

305-4?3-66!3 * 100470 OVERSEAS HWY * KEYLARGOCHOCOLATES.COM

LOCALS’ FAVORITE

SM}J Wrecks

" 305-453-3153 / 45 Garden Cove Drive, Key Largo, MM 106

DAILY SPECIALS
Wednesday - Live Music 5:30 - 8:00

Friday - All You Can Eat Fish (fried, grilled or blackened)
Saturday - Prime Rib

HAPPY HOUR
Every Day 4 to 6pm featuring... $1 Drafts
Pitcher and Wings Special « Beef or Chicken Sliders

OPEN 11 AM to 10 PM EVERY DAY

Featured Artist of The Month: Paula Leftwich &

"The world is just so full
of things to paint!” Even as a
very small child, Paula saw
the world in terms of "pic-
tures," and always wanted to
draw and paint them.

Animals, especially birds ,
were an early attraction for
her. Her mother still has
many "works" she created
early on; one of the earliest
is a crayon drawing of a
pelican sitting on a dock post.
An odd choice for a young
"Army brat" living in Ger-
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many, where certainly no
pelicans reside! (Who knew
she would spend much of her
adult life near southern
coastlines where pelicans
abound?

Paula is entirely self
taught, and worked with
several mediums before
discovering acrylic paints.
She loves the vibrancy and
versatility of acrylics, and
their rapid drying time lends
itself well fo her style of
repeated layers and fine
detail.

Like many artists, Paula
worked a variety of jobs
throughout the years, in New
Orleans I worked for a com-
pany that imported European
estate items and jewelry,
then later as a veterinary
technician in an exotic animal

practice. She moved to The
Gulf Coast of Mississippi in
the early 1990s, where she
again worked as a veterinary
technician, and started a dog
training business. Painting
was always a constant, how-
ever, and she focused on
painting the native birds of
the region.

Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated the area and her small
town in 2005. Not only did
she lose her home and virtu-
ally every possession, but

also lost all the art in her
home studio, as well as
everything she had hanging
in local galleries. Paula
remember one of the very
first "care packages" she
received afterwards had a
drawing pad and an inexpen-
sive set of acrylic paints ...
she was SO happy to have
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that! Being able to paint
again sustained Paula through
the very difficult recovery
and rebuilding process.

Moving to The Florida
Keys nearly 4 years ago was a
dream come true for Paula.
"I knew I was going to love it
here, but I didn't realize
how it was going to change
my art... The very first time
I went snorkeling and saw
the fish, the reef, all that
LIFE under there I knew I
wanted to paint it."

Suddenly it was like an
entire new world opened up
for her. Underwater photog-
raphy quickly became a new
hobby and a way to capture
"moments" that she revisits
on canvas; the huge Goliath
Grouper that nearly swal-

lowed her camera, the boldly
colorful parrotfish, the
Queen Angelfish playing
peek-a-boo under the stag-
horn coral.

Birds still show up in
Paula’'s work, however. The
Keys offer a variety of birds
to paint, the majestic
osprey, comical ibis, and of
course, her old friend, the
pelican!

Paula Leftwich is a
member & advisor in the
Florida Keys Council of the
Arts Member, Art Guild of
the Purple Isle. She shows at
Art on a Whim Gallery in
Islamorada, and soon will be
in Shady Palm Gallery
(Marathon). Visit her web-
site, PaulaPaints.com, or at
PaulaPaints on Facebook.




