
10 • The Coconut Telegraph • April 2016 April 2016 • The Coconut Telegraph • 11

KEYS PARASAIL & WAVE RUNNERS
 Key Largo Bay Marriott Beach Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.

www.keysparasail.com

305-731-9472
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

Specializing in
Color &

Highlights
and the Latest
Haircut Trends

Offering
Cinderella

Hair Extensions

Free Consulation

Tina’s Terrific!

See Tina at Linda Lee’s Hairport
103200 Overseas Hwy (Plaza 103, by Num Thai)

451-3455

The Legion is now an official 
American Legion Riders Canteen.

$25 membership fee, join now. 

2 Seagate Boulevard • MM 99.6
Key Largo • 305-451-0307

1. San Jose Mercury News 
An unidentified man, 

using a shotgun like a club to 
break a former girl friend's 
windshield, accidentally shot 
himself to death when the 
gun discharged, blowing a 
hole in his gut.

 
2. Kalamazoo Gazette

James Burns, 34, (a 
mechanic) of Alamo, MI, 
was killed in March as he 
was trying to repair what 
police describe as a "farm-
type truck." Burns got a 
friend to drive the truck on 
a highway while Burns hung 
underneath so that he could 
ascertain the source of a 
troubling noise. Burns' 
clothes caught on something, 
however, and the other man 
found Burns "wrapped in the 
drive shaft."

 
3. UPI, Toronto Sun

Police said a lawyer dem-
onstrating the safety of 
windows in a downtown 
Toronto skyscraper crashed 
through a pane with his 
shoulder and plunged 24 
floors to his death.  A police 
spokesman said Garry Hoy, 
39, fell into the courtyard of 
the Toronto Dominion Bank 
Tower early Friday evening 
as he was explaining the 
strength of the buildings 
windows to visiting law stu-
dents. 

Hoy previously had con-
ducted demonstrations of 
window strength, according 
to police reports. Peter 
Lawson, managing partner of 
the firm Holden Day Wilson, 
told the Toronto Sun news-
paper that Hoy was "one of 
the best and brightest" 
members of the 200-man 
association. 

(A person has to wonder 
what the dimmer members of 
this law firm are like.)

North American Darwin Awards Submitted by Trader Dick

4. News of the Weird
Michael Anderson Godwin 

made News of the Weird 
posthumously. He had spent 
several years awaiting South 
Carolina's electric chair on a 
murder conviction before 
having his sentence reduced 
to life in prison. While sitting 
on a metal toilet in his cell 
attempting to fix his small 
TV set, he bit into a wire and 
was electrocuted.

 
5. The Indianapolis Star

A cigarette lighter may 
have triggered a fatal explo-
sion in Dunkirk, Indiana. A 
Jay County man, using a 
cigarette lighter to check 
the barrel of a muzzleloader, 
was killed Monday night when 
the weapon discharged in his 
face, sheriff's investigators 
said. Gregory David Pryor, 
19, died in his parents' rural 
Dunkirk home at about 11:30 
PM. Investigators said Pryor 
was cleaning a .54-caliber 
muzzle-loader that had not 
been firing properly. He was 
using the lighter to look into 
the barrel when the gunpow-
der ignited.

 
6. Reuters, Mississauga, Ont.

A man cleaning a bird 
feeder on the balcony of his 
condominium apartment in 
this Toronto suburb slipped 
and fell 23 stories to his 
death. "Stefan Macko, 55, 
was standing on a wheelchair 
when the accident occurred," 
said Inspector Darcy Honer 
of the Peel Regional Police. 
"It appears that the chair 
moved, and he went over the 
balcony," Honer said.

 
Finally, THE WINNER !
Race To The Death, 2014, NY

For most people the 
danger of a high speed road 
is common-sense obvious, and 
few people will attempt to 

cross a major highway. On 
racetracks the danger is 
even more obvious: when cars 
inside a compact oval are 
moving faster than freeway 
speeds, common sense shouts 
in your ear, "Do not walk!"

...And then there is Kevin 
Ward.

Kevin Ward is a Sprint Car 
racing driver. Sprint Car 
racing is one of the most 
popular forms of racing in the 
United States. The cars have 
a very high power-to-weight 
ratio making speeds in excess 
of 140 miles per hour possible 
on some tracks. A Sprint Car 
race typically takes place on a 
dirt track in a machine 
designed to drift around 
corners, and the traction of 
the racetrack surface is much 
less than the traction of an 
asphalt surface.

Sprint Car drivers are 
shielded in specially-designed 
race vehicles that are meant 
to take a beating so that the 
occupant can survive. The 
importance of staying inside 
the vehicle until track person-
nel arrive to protect the crash 
site is essential knowledge 
drummed into every race car 
driver.

...And then there‛s Kevin 
Ward.

You don't have to be 
Captain Obvious to notice that 
race cars move rapidly, and 
collisions and spin-outs happen 
frequently. In Sprint Car 
races the vehicles drift 
through corners, meaning they 
are moving at the very limit of 
their traction. It was in this 
environment that Kevin's 
vehicle was bumped by another 
driver, causing it to spin 
around and knock into the wall. 
Kevin's vehicle was out of the 
race. For most people being 
knocked out of the race is a 
time of reflection, and a time 
of considering what to say at 

the end of the race when you 
discuss the collision with the 
driver who knocked you out.

...And then there is Kevin 
Ward.

In a rage that defied 
common sense, he decided to 
confront the driver who 
bumped him. Not only did he 
exit his vehicle without consid-
eration for the slippery dirt 
track, and put out of his mind 
corner drifting, but he also 
failed to consider the black 
color of his uniform and helmet 
and their near-invisibility on a 
dimly lit racetrack at night... all 
factors that would instill the 
fear of death in many drivers.

...Then there‛s Kevin Ward.
Even during a yellow flag 

the race cars move quickly, 
and Sprint Cars cannot turn or 
stop on a dime as the track is 
made of dirt. After climbing 
out of his vehicle and walking 
onto the middle of the track, 
Kevin spotted his target and 
made many gestures as the 
driver was coming around the 
bend. However the offending 
driver did not see the figure 
in the dark jumpsuit. His car 
was behind another race car in 
single file during the caution 
lap. The car in front of him 
dodged Kevin in the nick of 
time. The next car, the car 
that had knocked Kevin out of 
the race, attempted to dodge 
the shadowy figure but it was 
at that point that Kevin's luck 
ran out.

In an attempt to swerve, 
the car slid sideways and the 
back of the vehicle impacted 
against Kevin and knocked him 
flat. He was down and out, a 
tragic end to the last race of 
Kevin‛s life.

Moral of the story? Stay 
off a busy road. Especially a 
dirt racetrack. And most 
especially when you're a 
Sprint Car professional who 
knows better. 

Named in honor of Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, these awards commemorate those who improve our gene pool by removing themselves from it.

 

I called your house the 
other day and was told 
you were down at your 
favorite biker bar with 
some friends. 
I wasn't sure where 
that was, but was told 
I wouldn't have much 
trouble finding it. 
Sure enough, I drove 
just a couple blocks 
and there it was.

There is nothing like the feel of 
the sun on your face and the wind 
in your hair, is there?

Thanks, Trader Dick!

107900 Overseas Hwy www.gilbertsresort.com305-451-1133

The major renovation of the inside of Gilbert’s main motel
building is complete. Everything is new and clean. 

Check out the weekday specials, rooms starting as low as $99.


