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Check the calendar at keylargo-baysidegrill.com for all of our live music on the beach.

World class entertainers, in Key Largo on the beach.
It doesn’t get any better than this!

Live Music • Happy Hour • Sunset

Selwyn Birchwood
Saturday, January 21
A bundle of pure energy delivering high-
octane blues with a revival tent preacher's 
fervor and a natural storyteller’s charisma. 

Chris O’Leary Band
Saturday, January 28

West Coast meets 
Chicago and New Orleans blues.

Spectacular fireworks herald the new year! Watch them in Key Largo at MM 104 on Blackwater Sound, cour-
tesy of the Key Largo Merchants Association.
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Editorial: Happy New Year

Disclaimer

Change is inevitable. Some-
times it is good and sometimes 
it is bad. Key Largo is getting a 
McDonald’s even though there 
is already one in Tavernier just 
a few miles down the road. 
We have plenty of fast food 
restaurants in Key Largo and 
we don’t need another one. 
Not only are they going to be 
displacing our farmers mar-
ket but they plan to demolish 
the building behind the Dollar 
Tree, which houses our Island 
Marketplace, the only indoor 
air-conditioned flea market in 
the Keys, open 7 days a week. 
People come from all over to 
get some Amish Cheese, teak 
furniture, patio furniture, hand 
made items, soaps and jewelry. 
They do not come to the Keys 
to eat at McDonalds! All it will 
do is take business away from 

The Coconut Telegraph © 2006-2017 is published monthly by Prestige Publishing, INC. All
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without written consent of
the publisher. The Coconut Telegraph welcomes written articles, photos, and artwork of
local interest to be used and/or edited at the discretion of the publisher. The Coconut

Telegraph assumes in good faith that all editorial and advertising material submitted are
the original property of the advertiser. The Coconut Telegraph may not be held responsible
for errors, omissions, or for circumstances beyond our control that may affect the distribution
schedule.

the other restaurants. I’ll take 
a fresh fish sandwich over fro-
zen mystery meat any day.

The folks at the Island 
Market know they are but a 
small bunch of local vendors 
and artists who will eventually 
have to move and we will lose 
this unique shopping experi-
ence all due to a freaking Mc-
Donald’s! One thing I’m count-
ing on is that it could take 
months before they get per-
mits to demolish the building 
so we’ll have it through this 
season. See the ad on page 4, 
they plan to stay as long as 
they can. If and when they 
get demolition permits there 
are other buildings available 
for rent. Our New Years reso-
lution should be to keep things 
local. Support our community 
and local businesses. 

Notice: We do not mail out 
the Coconut Telegraph and 
we do not sell subscriptions.                           

It is available for free online at                        
www.theconchtelegraph.com. 

For comments please visit The 
Conch Telegraph on Facebook.

B & B
MOBILE TIRE SERVICE

B & B
MOBILE TIRE SERVICE

B & B
MOBILE TIRE SERVICE

New Tire Sales
Available 24/7

Cell: (305) 942-6325
Home: (305) 453-0815

Locals’ Discount!

Mastercard & Visa Accepted

35 Years Experience

We Come to You!

BRYAN WHEATON

KEY LARGO, FL

8 am - 10 pm daily.

 www.keylargoconchhouse.com
305-453-4844

 www.keylargoconchhouse.com
305-453-4844

CORAL FINANCIAL
Jewelry & Pawn

453-5300
MM102

Oceanside
Key Largo

We Stock Guitar Strings
— New & Used Guitars —

 
Custom
Jewelry

Salvation Army Family Store
SHOP • DONATEMM 99 Bayside

Key Largo

Visit the store, or call 305-872-5744 for prompt and courteous pickup

Hunk of the Month

Bernie Kay at the Islamorada Moose Lodge

Karla Perrine runs the Upper Keys Humane Society and is a 
wonderful member of our community. Her husband Troy was 
in a horrible motorcycle accident on December 15th and is 
in the hospital with critical injuries. A donation account has 
been set up at the Centennial Banks so you can stop in and 
make a donation to Karla or Troy Perrine. 

In addition, a Go Fund Me account has been set up, called 
"Please Help Support Karla" and can be found on the Go 
Fund Me website and the Upper Keys Humane Society’s 
Facebook page. We thank you all for your support in this 
difficult time! 

Karla & Troy Need Your Help!
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Specializing in Prefab/Manufactured/Mobile Home and RVs. Patented Engineered Roof.

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE WARRANTY ON AMS ALUMINUM ROOF-OVER

A young man had been 
diagnosed with a termi-
nal illness and had been 
given three months to 
live. So as he was get-
ting his things in order, 
he contacted his priest 
and had him come to his 
house to discuss certain 
aspects of his final 
wishes.
 He told him which songs 
he wanted sung at the 
service, what scriptures 
he would like read, and 
what outfit he wanted to 
be buried in.         
Everything was in order 
and the Priest was pre-
paring to leave when the 
young man suddenly 
rememberedsomething 
very important to him.
 “There's one more 
thing,” he said excitedly.
“What's that?” came the 
priest's reply.
“This is very important,” the 
young man continued.“I want 
to be buried with a fork in 
my right hand.”
 The priest stood looking at 
the young man, not knowing 
quite what to say.             
“That surprises you, doesn‛t 
it?” the young man asked.
“Well, to be honest, I‛m 
puzzled by the request,” said 
the Priest.

 The young man explained. 
“My grandmother once 
told me this story, and 
from that time on I have 
always tried to pass along 
its message to those I 
love and those who are in 
need of encouragement. 

She said...”
”In all my years of attending 
socials and dinners, I always 
remember that when the 
dishes of the main course 
were being cleared, someone 
would inevitably lean over and 
say,
‘Keep your fork.‛
“It was my favorite part 
because I knew that some-
thing better was coming... 
like velvety chocolate cake 
or deep-dish apple pie. 
Something wonderful, and 
with substance!”
“So, I just want people to 
see me there in that casket 
with a fork in my hand and I 
want them to wonder ‘What's 
with the fork?‛
Then I want you to tell them:
“Keep your fork ... the best is 
yet to come.”     
The priest teared up as he 
hugged the young man good-
bye. He  knew that the young 
man had a better grasp of 
heaven than he did. The best 
is yet to come. 
(We thank Trader Dick for this one.)

A Man and a Fork

Want to
win this car? 
1964 Ford Galaxy 500 XL 2-door Hardtop , only 10,055 miles! 
$100 for each raffle ticket. Limited to 500 tickets . Drawing to be held on
St. Patrick's Day.  Go to the VFW in Key Largo at 102255 Overseas Hwy for tickets.
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VFW POST 10211

MM 102.3 Oceanside
102255 Overseas Highway

305-451-2120

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY, THURSDAY, 

& SUNDAY, 3-7PM

TUESDAY:
MEMBERS APPRECIATION DAY
50% OFF DRINKS WITH CARD

WEDNESDAY:
$1 DRAFTS - ALL DAY

FRIDAY:
LIVE MUSIC

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT &
$1 DRAFTS - ALL DAY

SATURDAY:
LADIES NIGHT
FROM 9PM  TO CLOSE

The
Freedom

Cafe

The
Freedom

Cafe

The
Freedom

Cafe

Tipsy Taco Tuesday with Toni

$5 Margaritas!

Toni with Owner Elke
305-360-0836

OPEN
11 AM to
Midnight

Daily
Dinner

Specials

OPEN 11 AM TO MIDNIGHT • DAILY DINNER SPECIALS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • FULL BAR • CAFE

  
The Post 

needs your 
support!

2 Seagate Boulevard • MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307

American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Happy Hour 4-7pm daily
SEAGATE BLVD

EAST DRIVE

ATLANTIC BL.
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★ Sunday Breakfast 8-11am  $7 Bottomless coffee included

Support
our    

Veterans

MM 99.2

American
Legion Riders

Canteen

NOW SERVING 

Pizza $8
Soft Pretzels $2 

JOIN US FOR

New Years Eve
Prime Rib Dinner $25

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
Wednesday - Live Music 5:30 - 8:00

FRIDAY - ALL YOU CAN EAT MAHI 5-9pm • fried $13.99 • blackened or grilled $15.99

Saturday - Prime Rib

HAPPY HOUR 
Every Day 4 to 6pm featuring Bud & Bud Light

$1 Drafts

LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106
OPEN 11 AM to 10 PM EVERY DAY

Key Players’ MID-LIFE! The Crisis Musical in February is Sure to be a Hit!
“Some great laughs and some 
more poignant moments… it is a 
funny sitcom.... [The lyrics are] 
"sharp, witty and funny'"

— Eric Scott, 
AbsoluteTheatre.com

With a balanced look at the 'joys' 
of growing older, through a cast 
of three men and three women, 
MID-LIFE! strikes a chord with 
anyone regardless of age. A 
series of scenes and sketches 
poke fun at the frustrations of 
mammograms, love handles, 
weekend warriors and proctology 
exams. The cleverly crafted songs 
celebrate forgetfulness, reading 
glasses and menopause, but also 
touch on the sentimental wisdom 
that the later years afford us. 

MID-LIFE! is a hilarious romp with 
an honest humor about the trials 
and tribulations of the unavoid-
able aging process. Welcome to 
MID-LIFE! 

“This musical revue is a little stroke of 
genius!”                   — Dominic Papatola 

Pioneer Press

Some of cast and crew that are making this happen!!!

The cast working on each and every note!

Kathy Miller singing her heart out!

John Rudolph and Cristal Yellen 
working on the details

Kathy Miller and Graham Garson 
wishing his arms were longer

Smile, you’re on candid camera! 
Kirk Whipple and Cristal Yellen.

Jerry Nussenblatt and Kelly Sutter ham it 
up, celebrating midlife

Exploring characters... sometimes 
they define themselves.

305-360-1127
bobbebrown.com 

Tues @ Gilbert's

Weds @ Snook's

Thurs @ TBA

Fri @ Gilbert's

Sat @ Island Grill (KL)

Sun @ TBA

Rest in Peace

Our Friend,
Norm Higgins
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Redbone Gallery • Pasta Pantaleo Signature Gallery • Gary Dunn's Ocean View Inn and Sports Pub • Whale Harbor Restaurants and Marina • 
Mangrove Mike's Cafe • Florida Keys Media • DePaula's Jewelers • Riva Motor Sports & Marine • Gary and Susan Ellis • Cheeca Lodge and Spa • 
Bayside Inn • Dr. Landsaw Eye Care • Trading Post • Dr. Travis Bennet DMD • Caribee Boat Sales • Resurrection Wood • Corinne and Paul Triviski 

• RH & J Trucking, St. Paul, MN • Rex Air • The Geuther Family • Vic’s Auto Tech • The Lodge Family • Truly Nolan • Burnetti Foundation • Key 
Largo Chocolates & Ice Cream • Breezy Palms • Shell World • Bud 'N Marys •  Caloosa Cove • Key Largo Princess • Key Lime Products

Cystic Fibrosis Research 
&

The Monroe Association for
ReMARCable Citizens, Inc.

MARCHouse.org

Present the 28th Annual

January 16th & 17th, 2017

Monday, Jan. 16 • 6 PM

Tuesday, Jan. 17

Tuesday, Jan. 17 • 7 PM

Fundraiser for Keys Musicians Fund

Saturday, March 11
at the Elks Lodge in Tavernier

SAVE the DATE!

How You Can Help

 Contact Denise at 305-304-2837 if you can help. 

Donate Raffle and Auction Items • Attend • Buy a Book • Send a Check

Raffles and auction donations are still needed.

100% of all monies go to the Musicians Relief Fund,
Helps local musicians and their families, in times of need.

—B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge,  PO Box 255, Tavernier, Fl 33070-0255—
You can also donate by check. 

Live Music by JR & IwaLani & others
Book Signing • Raffles • Auction
Hawaiian Themed Food & More
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Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet
Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one of 

these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Ben & Jerry

Rudy Goldie Penelope 

Malone Jewel 

Penny 

Merlin

Athena

humaneanimalcoalition.com

Check out our Local’s 
Loyalty Program:

Get your
Pilot’s License

today!

www.pilothousemarina.com        fb.com/pilothousekeylargo
13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, MM 99.6, 305-451-3142

Best Happy Hour in the Keys! 4-7
DailyVoted 

FOOTBALL!!
NFL Food & Drink Menu

Exciting Giveaways

  17 Flat Screens
Superbowl Party

Sunday, Feb. 5

 A La Carte

Brunch
10:30 Every Sunday

Complimentary Mimosa, 
Glass of Champagne or 
Bloody Mary with 
Brunch Entrée

WATERFRONT

107900 Overseas Hwy
www.gilbertsresort.com

305-451-1133

The largest Tiki Bar
in the Keys!

FEATURED BANDS IN JANUARY

Sunday, Jan. 1
THE FLYERS

1-6 PM

Sunday, Jan. 8
3RG MIAMI

1-6 PM

Saturday, Jan. 7
ROGUE THEORY

7-11 PM

Saturday, Jan. 14
STONE MOJO

7-11 PM 

Sunday, Jan. 15
MR. NICE GUY

1-6 PM

Saturday, Jan. 28
STEREOTOMY

7-11 PM

Sunday, Jan. 22
THE REGS

1-6 PM

Sunday, Jan. 29
ECLIPSE

1-6 PM

Join Us for New Years Eve!
This year for our party we are lucky to have 
"The Flyers" performing, voted 2016’s BEST BAND 
in Broward and Palm Beach Counties by NewTimes.  

We will be doing our hourly giveaways again: 
• 9pm Dolphins Cooler filled with Beer
• 10pm Corona Cooler filled with Beer
• 11pm Basket of Booze & 12am Basket of Booze

And of course a great view of 
the fireworks and a champagne 
toast at midnight.

It’s all FREE for Gilberts patrons! Saturday, Jan. 21
THE DROPOUTS

7-11 PM
Enjoy the 

renowned 
Gilbert's Burger 
with fries and a 

regular signature  
"Boobie" drink 

5pm-9pm $9.99 
+ tax + gratuity. 

Live music by 
OVRHOL from 

7pm-11pm.

Friday Jan. 13“Burgers
 
   Boobies”

AND

Part of the Uncorked
Food & Wine Festival

Sounds of the KeysSounds of the KeysSounds of the Keys

The Outer Band entertains at Bayside Grille.

Albert and Koty at the VFW.

El Dub at Sharkeys.

Chain Reaction, the incredible Journey tribute band, 
will return to Gilbert's on Feb 25th.

RetroSky rocked the house at Gilbert's with their 
awesome 80s and 90s songs.

Paul from the Shane Duncan Band hams it up for 
the camera.  The SDB will be at Gilbert's again on Feb 4th.

Photo by Ron LeBrun

Photo by Ron LeBrun
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Key Largo’s

favorite place

for ice cream!
Key Largo’s

favorite place

for ice cream!
MM 100 1/2 BAYSIDE MM 100 1/2 BAYSIDE 
www.keylargochocolates.com • 305-453-6613 

FREE
SAMPLES
with this ad

CT 2017

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice CreaM MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice Cream MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice Cream MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

KEY LARGO CHOCOLATES
     & ICE CREAM

KEY LARGO CHOCOLATES
     & ICE CREAM

MM 104 • Bayside • Key Largo
305-451-1592

senorfrijolesrestaurant.com

Barbocoa, Steak, Chicken, 
or Carnitas Tacos…

Served with all-you-can-eat
beans & rice, or veggies.

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT TACOS 11.99

EVERY WEDNESDAY
NIGHT from 5 PM!

The locals love
to come for 

a Margarita at sunset...  
try it and you’ll see why!

Fresh-Squeezed

KEY LIME MARGARITAS

ONLY $4
Mon-FrI
4-6pm

SALADS
FRESH SOUPS 
SANDWICHES
KIDS MENU

Call in your order! 305-451-2929
MM 101.4  IN THE PUBLIX PLAZA

Menu & More:

WWW.THEMINDFULMERMAID.COM

ORGANIC 
EGG SALAD,
HUMMUS & 
TABBOULEH

THE MINDFUL MERMAID CAFE

FRESH FRUIT
SMOOTHIES  & JUICES

ORGANIC TEAS 
&  COFFEES

GF & UEGAN
MENU ITEMS

We now have gluten-free
bread & wraps!

“The Place where Nutritious Meets Delicious”

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST
OPEN MON-SAT,  9 to 5

FEATURING

Breakfast Sandwiches
& Burritos

Make Your Own Omelette

Bacon - Sausage - Ham

Veggie Omelettes

Key Largo’s

favorite place

for ice cream!
Key Largo’s

favorite place

for ice cream!
MM 100 1/2 BAYSIDE MM 100 1/2 BAYSIDE 
www.keylargochocolates.com • 305-453-6613 

FREE
SAMPLES
with this ad

CT 2017

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice CreaM MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice Cream MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Key Lime Pie On a Stick

PREMIUM Ice Cream MADE HERE
FUDGE

KEY LIME PIES

KEY LARGO CHOCOLATES
     & ICE CREAM

KEY LARGO CHOCOLATES
     & ICE CREAM

•  Fresh, Local Seafood 
•  Steaks & Ribs
•  Conch Chowder 
   & Key Lime Pie

• Open 7 Days • 
Champagne Sunday Brunch

MM 106.5 Oceanside 
21 Garden Cove Dr.  • Key Largo

FEATURING
FRESH FLORIDA

LOBSTER

Come by Land or Sea • In the Garden Cove Marina
Enjoy Casual Waterfront Dining at its Finest!

305-453-3746 • buzzardsroostkeylargo.com

Waterfront Dining • Indoors or Ourdoors

Beautiful pendants made in Key Largo.

KEYS DIVER: MM 99.7 THE ART BOX • MM 100.6
FLORIDA KEYS VISITOR CENTER: 106240 OVERSEAS HWY.
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Prices to fit all budgets and tastes! 

  January 5  - 15th th
2017

th

www.FloridaKeysUncorked.com

www.FloridaKeysUncorked.com

FOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & DETAILS VISIT:
11 am to 4 pm • At the beautiful, oceanfront

Postcard Inn at Holiday Isle
Mile Marker 84  in Islamorada

$65 Gen.  Admission • $90 VIP Admission
advance on-line tickets.

Purchased at the gate - add $10.

Saturday Jan. 14

Join us for a unique culinary experience!

Check the web for all the details!

A multi-sensory experience
of Fine Cuisine and
World Class Wines

11  Days of Food & Wine in Key Largo & Islamorada

World Class Wines
Lobster & Seafood
Wine Education
Keys & International Cuisine

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

Cooking Demonstrations
Mixology & Craft Beers
Martinis & Margaritas
Celebrity & Local Chef Events

International Chef Exchange

“You Might Have
KEYS DISEASE”

Books are on sale at:

This 32-page book was created in 
the spirit of poking fun at our life 
here in the Florida Keys. 

Written by Sue Beal with a little 
help from her friends, it was 
illustrated by the late John 
McKinna, a syndicated cartoonist. 

The book was published and 
made available for sale so that      
the proceeds could help local 
musicians and their families.

Here in the Keys, we enjoy the 
music of so many talented, 
world-class musicians. Even as 
our community enjoys the fruits 
of their labors, we know the 
musicians have little to spare 
and have no safety net for when 
disaster strikes and they cannot 
work. 

Our musicians are the first to sign 
up to make a community 
fundrasier or benefit a success.

Buy a book and find out!

 Book sales benefit the
Musician’s Relief Fund

in the Upper Keys

Gilberts Resort funded the printing of the first edition, so all proceeds 
from the sale of this book will be used to help musicians in need.

These locations also accept donations,
or you can send a check to the

Musicians Relief Fund, B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge
PO Box 255, Tavernier, Fl 33070-0255

$10

Centennial Bank, Key Largo
100280 Overseas Hwy

 Centennial Bank, Islamorada
81541 Old Highway

BPOE Elks Lodge, Tavernier 
92600 Overseas Hwy

 Jules Underseas Lodge, Key Largo
MM 103.2, 51 Shoreland Drive

Around Town

The Pilot House hosted the Key Largo Chamber luncheon in December, and Video Dave got this cool panoramic shot!

Park your Tesla here! 
Electric vehicle parking at Señor Frijoles. The Hideout got the perfect new sign on their entrance.

Gilberts Beach is all ready for the Christmas crowd.
Marlene specializes in cosmetics at 

Island Market. 
Alice with 150 different all natural soap 

scents at Island Market.

Save money and don't leave the rock. Tavernier 
Ace Hardware makes car keys with chips!

South Florida homebrew-
ers take to the stage at the 
“Brew on the Bay Homebrew 
Showcase” to compete for 
Best in Show and People‛s 
Choice Awards on Friday, 
January 6 at the Lions Club in 
Key Largo, starting at 6pm. 

The Homebrew Showcase 
is a local favorite event, 
featuring up-and-coming 
brewers with distinctively 
formulated homebrewed 
beer, mead, and ciders. It is 
the tipping point for aspiring 
professional brewers, having 
already produced two local 
businesses; Florida Keys 
Brewing Co. and Keybilly.

Homebrewers compete in 
four categories ranging in 
style from light lagers and 
ambers to smoked beers and 
anything hoppy. A panel of 
industry judges awards a first 
and second place in each 
category and selects a Best in 
Show grand prize winner. 
Local enthusiasts also have an 
opportunity to vote on their 
favorite brew, choosing the 
People‛s Choice for 2017.

The grand prize is a keg-
erator kit valued at over $500, 
and opportunity to return to 
the Brew on the Bay event on 
Saturday, January 7 as a guest 
brewer in the VIP tent. 

Craig and Cheryl McBay, 
owners of Florida Keys Brewing 

Brew on the Bay
Homebrew Showcase January 6

Co., remember their beginnings. 
They were brewing 10 styles of 
craft beer by 2013 and 
founded the Upper Keys Home-
brewers Club. The McBays also 
won the Brew on the Bay 
Homebrew People's Choice in 
2013, in addition to honors in 
their category. The winning 
beer for that year was their 
Flakey Key Lime Witbier. 

"Craig became very pas-
sionate about brewing, and he 
was good at it," Cheryl 
describes in an interview. The 
tipping point came a few years 
later when they turned their 
passion into a business that 
the community now enjoys. 

"It‛s fun! We do what we 
love, and that is being success-
ful in life," she says. Florida 
Keys Brewing Co. has brewed 
over 60 different styles of 
beers and offer 10 styles on 
tap daily at the brewery in 
Islamorada. They support the 
growth of the craft beer 
industry and are this year‛s 
Homebrew Showcase sponsor. 

The Brew on the Bay 
Homebrew Showcase is open to 
guests over 21. Get tickets at 
keylargobrewonthebay.com, 
$25 in advance and $30 at 
the door. Admission includes 
unlimited samplings from 
homebrew entrants and appe-
tizers provided by the Conch 
House. 

Best wishes for a
speedy recovery
to VIDEO DAVE!
For those who don‛t know, Dave 
suffered a heart attack in late 
December, followed by stent 
surgery. He is recovering and 
we wish him the best.... it‛s just 
never the same when you‛re not 
here, Dave!

Sponsored by San Pedro Women’s Guild

Saturday, February 25, 2017
Elks Club, 92600 Overseas Highway, Tavernier

Appetizers: 6PM, Dinner 7PM, Dancing 8-11PM

Music by Wood Campbell

Appetizers & Dinner by Chef Lupe of Lazy Lobster
Decadent Desserts will be served

Masks • Beads • Dancing • Silent Auction • Fun!

$55 per person    Call Barbara 305-852-4779    Cash Bar
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COLOR PAGE

KEYS PARASAIL & WAVE RUNNERS
 Key Largo Bay Marriott Beach Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.

www.keysparasail.com

305-731-9472
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

The Mangrove Galley 
by Sandi Mieszczenski

Sandi’s recipes are featured here monthly.
For previous issues go to http://www.theconchtelegraph.com.

The month of January usually brings us some brisk weather.  But, sadly, 
as we all know, this Winter has been warm. I like to make soup this time 
of the year, so I will continue the tradition. This is a great onion soup 
recipe created by my husband. It is really delicious.  Be sure to prepare 
it a day ahead. Enjoy!

PAUL'S FRENCH ONION SOUP
3 to 5 finely chopped garlic cloves
l large diced onion
48 oz of beef broth
3 cans consume
1/4 stick of butter
5 large sliced onions (3 yellow - 2 sweet)
2 tablespoons catsup
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
sprinkle of salt
sprinkle of cayenne pepper
fresh ground black pepper
1/2 cup of sherry (optional)
 
Melt the butter in a stockpot.  Sautee the garlic and diced
onion until translucent. Add the remaining ingredients.  Bring to a 
boil then simmer until the onions are tender.  Serve with the 
French bread and cheese recipe below.
Cut French bread into 1/2 inch slices.  Heat extra virgin
olive oil in a sauce pan.  Add garlic powder.  Brown the
bread on both sides.  Spoon the soup in an oven proof
bowl or crock.  Place one slice of the browned French
bread on top.  Add slices of mozzarella, cheese, grated
parmesan cheese, and a dash of paprika.  Place under the
broiler until the cheese melts.
 
 
 

 JON & JOANNA DREAVER

WITH KEY LARGO PACK & SHIP

www.ArtBoxKeyLargo.com

305-451-5461
artlife@artboxkeylargo.com

100650 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo 33037

FULL ONLINE STORE:

ART CLASSES • ART SUPPLIES
RESTORATION • MATTING & FRAMING

FRAMING SUPPLIES • CANVAS STRETCHING

LOW COST PACKING MATERIALS/BOXES
SHIPPING: FREIGHT & INTERNATIONAL
CRATING & SHRINK WRAPPING

FAX • PRINT • SCANNING • LAMINATING
COLOR COPIES • DIGITAL ARCHIVINGPlus!

Trust a Professional!

Checkout our FEATURED ARTISTS 

A native of Cuba and a 
newcomer to the Florida 
Keys, Alberto just arrived in 
the Keys this past November 
27th.  In Cuba, Alberto was 
able to greatly impress those 
fortunate enough to admire 
his work.

Since a very early age he 
was inclined toward the arts 
in general, and as a young boy 
his favorite toys were color 
pencils. He  enjoyed the 
support and encouragement 

Artist of the Month: Alberto Rodriguez-Stephenson
of his parents, who guided 
him through different activi-
ties related to his art. During 
this early stage, when he 
participated in exhibitions, 
murals and concourses, he 
began to be seen as an artist.

This experience in his 
youth helped him to gain 
admission into the renowned 
Academia de Bellas Artes 
San Alejandro of interna-
tional fame, where he gradu-
ated with honors after four 

years (in 2005), with a  spe-
cialty in painting.

After his graduation, 
Alberto taught drawing for 
three years in the Jose 
Fowler Art Shop. At the 
same time, he was able to 
learn wood sculpting, becom-
ing a master in this area.

After this teaching-
learning stage, Alberto 
opened his own art shop in 
Havana, where he became 
well known as a brilliant 
artist in both painting and 
sculpture.

Now in Key Largo, he has 
opened a modest shop at the 
U-Haul Storage facility, 
allowing him to continue his 
creative activities.

Alberto's work will be on 
display in January at The Art 
Box, MM 100.6 and he will also 
be available for a meet and 
greet at The Morada Way Art 
Walk on January 19th, at MM 
82 in Islamorada.

Alberto‛s work shows a wide range of subjects and techniques.
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Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Dorothy and Edna, two senior-aged 
widows, are talking...
Dorothy said, “That nice George 
Johnson asked me out for a date. I 
know you went out with him last 
week, and I wanted to talk with you 
about him before I give him my 
answer.”
Edna says, “Well, I’ll tell you. He 
shows up at my apartment punc-
tually at 7 pm, dressed like such 
a gentleman in a fine suit and he 
brings me such beautiful flowers! 
Then he takes me downstairs. And 
what’s there? A limousine, uni-
formed chauffeur and all. Then he 
takes me out for dinner... a marvel-
ous dinner - lobster, champagne, 
dessert, and after-dinner drinks. 
Then we go see a show. Let me tell 
you Dorothy, I enjoyed it so much 
I could have just died from plea-
sure! So then we are coming back 
to my apartment and he turns into 
an ANIMAL! Completely crazy! 
He tears off my expensive new 
dress and has his way with me --- 
THREE times!”
Dorothy is shocked! “Goodness 
gracious! So you are telling me I 
shouldn’t go?”
“No, no, no!” says Edna. “I’m just 
saying, wear an old dress!

JOHN McKINNA was a local musician, a best-selling author, and a 
published, syndicated cartoonist. We feature his cartoons monthly.

The
Hideout
Restaurant

The
Hideout
Restaurant

FRIDAY FISH FRY
ALL YOU CAN EAT 

$12.95
5-9 PM • Bev. Incl.

—Daily Specials—
Breakfast Served ‘til 2PM Daily305-451-0128

Keys Eating at Its Finest...
Overlooking the Water

MM 103.5 • Oceanside (Transylvania Ave. to the End)

LOCAL’S FAVORITE! Best-kept secret for 30 years!

7 Days a Week - 6 AM to 2 PM & Friday Nights 5-9 PM

Thank you Thad Bowling!

Thank you Thad Bowling!

CLUBS
WE BUY COINS

No collection too large 
or too small. We pay 
cash on the spot and 

we offer private 
consultation in our 
location or yours. 

Call Bill at 
305.942.0911.

MUSICIANS
WANTED

Amateur musicians wanted!  
The Keys Community 
Concert Band begins 
rehearsals for its new 

season in the fall. If you 
want to participate, call 

305-451-4530.  

BUYING

SAFETY

Your Ad Here
Send us your ad
 to go into the 

Classifieds.

The USCG Auxiliary 
conducts vessel safety 
checks at Blackwater 

Sound Marina, 
MM 103.8 Bayside, 

every third Saturday
of the month.

The Public is Welcome.

More info: 
305-998-8400

SERVICES
House Cleaning
call Danielle 

305-393-2728

Florida Keys Orchid, 
Fern and Bromeliad 

Society meets the 3rd 
Thurs. of every month 
at Key Largo Library 

Comm. Room 7pm. 
Open to public. 
305-451-3000

Classified ads will not 
be accepted without 

payment.

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col.inch per month!

Bold Listing $12./inch per mo.
(generous 1.88 column width)

Classified Display Space
available for logos and special

artwork. $15/inch.

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Highway,

Next to Publix at Tradewinds
Questions? Call 305•304•2837.

CLASSIFIEDS

Drop off your ad and payment at

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH 

Buyers agent is 
buying old things.
Costume jewelry, 
furniture, antiques 
and anything old

of value. 
Call now and leave 

message 
305-304-2837

Fraternal Order
of the Eagles
meets every

1st and 3rd Monday
7pm at Elks Lodge

in Tavernier. 

Coco‘Nut’ Funnies FROZEN CARBURETOR
      People often complain about the 
police, but you rarely hear about 
the positive things they do, such as 
this incident involving a biker and 
a frozen carburetor.
Last January on a bitterly cold 
winter’s day, a North Dakota State 
Trooper on patrol came upon a 
motorcyclist who was stalled by the 
roadside. The biker was swathed in 
warm, heavy, protective clothing 
and wearing a full-face helmet to 
protect from the cold weather.
“What’s the matter? asked the 
Trooper.
 “Carburetor’s frozen,” was the terse 
reply.
“Pee on it. That’ll thaw it out.”
“I can’t,” said the biker.
“OK, watch me closely and I’ll 
show you.” The Trooper unzipped 
and promptly warmed the carbure-
tor as promised.
Moments later the bike started and 
the rider drove off,  waving.
A few days later, the local State 
Troopers’ office eceived a note of 
thanks from the father of the mo-
torcyclist. It began: “On behalf of 
my daughter Jill...”

I JUST ORDERED A
LIFE ALERT

BRACELET SO IF I EVER 
GET A LIFE, I’LL BE

NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY.

My New Year’s resolution?

I’ll probably just keep it
at 1920x1080, the same
as always.

Thanks for asking...

Gotta Love An Old Fighter Pilot!

A ragged, old derelict shuffled into 
a down-and-dirty bar.  Stinking

of whiskey and cigarettes, his hands 
shook as he took the “Piano Player 
Wanted” sign from the window and 
handed it to the bartender.

“I’d like to apply for the job,” he 
said.  “I was an F-4F driver, flying off 
carriers back in ‘Nam , but when 
they retired the Phantom, all the 
thrill was gone, and soon they 
cashed me in as well.  I learned to 
play the piano at O-Club happy 
hours, so here I am.”

The barkeep wasn’t too sure about 
this doubtful looking old guy, but 
it had been quite a while since he 
had a piano player, and business 
was falling off.  So, why not give 
him a try? The seedy pilot stag-
gered his way over to the piano 
while several patrons snickered. By 
the time he was into his third bar of 
music, every voice was silenced.

What followed was a rhapsody 
of soaring music unlike anything 
heard in the bar before.  When he 
finished there wasn’t a dry eye in 
the place.

The bartender took the old fighter 
pilot a beer and asked him the 
name of the song he had just 
played.

I“t’s called ‘Drop your Skivvies, 
Baby, I’m Going Balls To The Wall 
For You’,” he said. After a long pull 
from the beer, leaving it empty, 
he said “I wrote it myself.” The 
bartender and the crowd winced 
at the title, but the piano player 
just went on into a knee-slapping, 
hand-clapping bit of ragtime that 
had the place jumping. After he 
finished, the fighter pilot acknowl-
edged the applause, downed a 
second proffered mug, and told 
the crowd the song was called, 
“Big Boobs Make My Afterburner 
Light.”

He then launched into another 
mesmerizing song and everyone 
in the room was enthralled.  He 
announced that it was the latest 
rendition of his song, “Spread ‘em 
Baby, It’s Foggy Out Tonight and I 
Need To See The Centerline.” He 
excused himself and headed for 
the john.  

When he came out, the bartender 
went over to him and said, “Hey 
fly boy, the job is yours, but do you 
know your fly is open and your 
pecker is hanging out?”

“Know it?” the old fighter pilot 
replied, “Hell, I wrote it!”

Thank you Trader Dick

The Bathtub Test
During a visit to the mental 
asylum, I asked the director 
how do you determine wheth-
er or not a patient should 
be institutionalized. “Well,” 
said the director, “we fill up a 
bathtub, then we offer a tea-
spoon, a teacup and a bucket 
to the patient and ask him or 
her to empty the bathtub.”
“Oh, 1 understand,” I said. “A 
normal person would use the 
bucket because it’s bigger 
than the spoon or the teacup.” 
“No.” said the director, “A 
normal person would pull the 
plug. Do you want a bed near 
the window?”

Not to get too technical,
but according
to chemistry

alcohol is
 a solution.

OF ALL THE POOP IN THE WORLD,
who decided batshit was the craziest?

She was standing in the kitchen, pre-
paring our usual soft-boiled eggs and 
toast for breakfast, wearing only the 
‘T’ shirt that she normally slept in.

As I walked in, almost awake, she 
turned to me and said softly, “You’ve 
got to make love to me this very 
moment!”

My eyes lit up and I thought, “I am 
either still dreaming or this is going 
to be my lucky day!” Not wanting to 
lose the moment, I embraced her 
and then gave it my all, right there 
on the kitchen table.

Afterwards she said, “Thanks,” and 
returned to the stove, her T-shirt still 
around her neck.

Happy, but a little puzzled, I 
asked, “What was that all about?”

She said, “The egg timer’s broken.”

 

Thank you Thad Bowling
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Conch CharactersConch Characters

Panama Canal (the Pedro Miguel Locks) snapped by 
Laura Dreaver as she passed through on Dec. 15.

Tisa Del Valle, Gene & Sharon Graham and friends at the VFW. 

Cindi at the Legion.

Laurie at the Mindful Mermaid. Jimmy Rae party at the Pilot House.

Elvez at the Big Chill.

Happy birthday Ted Dreaver!

Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony at Murray Nelson Park - VFW Post 10211 ceremony,  Also participating: VFW Post 10212, 
American Legion Post 346, Amvets,  American Legion Post 145 and many more.

Alison and Jamie from South Carolina enjoy
breakfast before going jetskiing and swimming

at Gilbert's Resort. Photo by Ron LeBrun.

Bartender Kim at Bayside Grille has plenty of holiday cheer.Jim Ninehauser celebrating his 80th birthday with 
son Jim and VFW Quartermaster Kristi Walter.
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Commercial & Residential • State Certified Contractor

nationwide2613@yahoo.com

CFC057546 / Licensed & Insured

CERTIFIED MASTER PLUMBER SPECIALIST

RAY24-HR
SERVICE

Office: (305) 853-1848
Cell: (305) 772-4580

92425 Overseas Hwy.
Tavernier, FL 33070

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

* Corpora on Set Up  * Sales Tax  * Sales Audits 
* Accounts Receivable  * Accounts Payable  * Payroll 

Sole Proprietors to Corpora ons, Big or Small 

Larry‛s Mobile RV Service
Serving the Upper Keys

31 Years Experience • Licensed and Insured

630-460-7676
Larry Zinser

www.floridakeysrvservice.com
Like us on FACEBOOK

larrysrvs@yahoo.com

Key Largo, FL 33037 • 305.509.7695 • fax 305.509.7635
seacoast@live.com • Seacoast Engineering and Design on Facebook

Structural/Civil • Structural Evaluations 
Residential/Commercial Design

Michael F. Padula P. E. 
Seacoast Engineering & Design

WE CLOSE PERMITS

Business in the Keys

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Great Health Care

FREE
For uninsured Upper Keys adults

with no income or very low income
Call the Good Health Clinic at 305-853-1788

MM 91.5 Oceanside • M-F 9-3 • thegoodlhealthclinic.org

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

There are times in our lives 
when we may find ourselves 
facing challenges that can 
seem overwhelming. The 
situation or task we are 
struggling with seems hope-
less, and it is easy to stop 
believing in ourselves, our 
goals, and our dreams. It is 
during these moments that it 
can be reassuring and reaf-
firming to turn to the people 
in our lives who do believe in 
us, especially when we are 
finding it hard to believe in 
ourselves. An encouraging 
word, a reassuring look, or 
hearing the words "I believe 
in you" from someone who 
matters can help us turn our 
situations around in an 
instant. 

Everybody has someone who 
believes in them, whether this 
person is a teacher, parent, 
friend, loved one, or an 
employer. Often their belief 
can wrap us in warmth, 
bolster us, and offer us a 
supportive hand to grab onto 
until we can regain our own 
support. Having that special 
person who believes in our 
abilities and our worth is a 
wonderful gift. But when we 
are feeling unworthy, it may 
be difficult to take in some-
thing so precious. We may 
even feel like we need to do it 

all on our own and that we 
shouldn't be asking for help. 
However, in letting their 
belief and support impact 
you, you are acknowledging 
the part of yourself that 
knows you are worthy of 
trust and esteem. By allow-
ing them to believe in you, 
your own belief in yourself 
and your abilities will start 
to emerge again. Borrow 
their vision, and you can 
make it your own. 

If your special someone is 
not there to spur you on, you 
also can lift yourself up with 
the gift of a positive image. 
When you feel uncertain, 
you can create a vision of 
the future you desire that 
will serve as a beacon of 
light. To do so, simply imag-
ine a future that is exactly 
as you'd like it to be. Imag-
ine in detail how you feel, 
what you are doing, and how 
others are responding to 
you. Make your vision as real 
as possible, and allow your 
doubts to recede so you can 
focus solely on the goal you 
seek. The more intently you 
focus on the image of what 
you want, your belief in 
yourself will step to the 
forefront, making it easier 
for the universe to open up a 
path and guide you.

The Gift of a Positive Image
It is important that we all find people that believe in us 

just as we believe in others.

For those arriving to the Gilbert’s party fashionably late, you can park on the
main access road and take the FREE air-conditioned shuttle to and from 
Gilbert's on Saturdays and Sundays from noon-8pm. 

Take the Shuttle!Take the Shuttle!

TOYS for TOTS in the Upper Keys
Our little comminuty had a great outpouring of generosity for 
underpriviledged kids in December. Look at all these toys!

Islamorada collection point, above and below, for Toys for Tots... 
and this was before the big Poker Run and day-long benefi!

Photo by Charles FountainPhoto by Charles Fountain

Photo by Charles Fountain

Photo by Rob LeBrun

The Toys for Tots Poker Run stopped at Gilbert's Resort and collected 
FIVE carloads of unwrapped toys!  Many thanks to the 300+ bikers, 
volunteers, and Marines that helped the success of this worthy event.
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Waterfront Tiki Bar, Restaurant, Motel & Marina

107900 Overseas Hwy
www.gilbertsresort.com

305-451-1133

Now Featuring

The largest Tiki Bar
in the Keys!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT - JANUARY 2017 “Never a Cover Charge”

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

JOIN US AT 
THE BIGGEST

TIKI BAR
IN THE KEYS!

LEGENDARY SUNDAY FUNDAY PARTY:
Great Bands Every Sunday 1-6 pm

LEGENDARY SUNDAY FUNDAY PARTY:
Great Bands Every Sunday 1-6 pm

Fresh new music, 
only at Gilbert's!

Try a
Gilbert’s
“Boobie”

$2 Bud Light & Miller Lite Drafts
1/2 o� Well Drinks and
 $2.30 Fireball Shots!

Join Us For New Years, featuring

THE FLYERS
Hourly Giveaways, Champagne Toast 

Party: 7pm - Midnight

BRAND NEW 4/4 HOME BEING BUILT 
in Tavernier.  Why buy existing  finishes 

when you can choose your own?  Large 
home on great canal with good access to 
the gulf;  near Snake Creek ocean access. 

ONE STOP SHOPPING...
Find your dream home in paradise

with our talented team of professionals

We're a Mother-Daughter Team and we handle your real estate 
needs with integrity and professionalism.  Over 30 years of combined sales in 

the Keys gives you the opportunity to have our experience work for you. 
Jane: 305-451-2214

CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 
 Wendy: 305-394-1376

GRI

The Wasmund Team
Tropical Realty Of The Florida Keys, Inc., MM 102.9 bayside

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net • www.thewasmundteam.com

BROKER/OWNER OWNER

VISIT US IN OUR OFFICE AT 102901 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 102.9 OCEANSIDE

3 KEY LARGO CANAL FRONT PROPERTIES, 
26,000 ft. land.  Property has mobile w/2/1, lot size 

80 x 125, w/ canal on 2 sides.  Same on 2nd lot.   
3rd lot vacant with ROGO letter is 60x100, w/ 
concrete dock and ramp.  Call for more info.

QUIET KEY LARGO LOCATION
NEAR THE BAYFRONT

A great weekender, investment, 
or full time home.

Affordable.  Priced to sell
Call for an appointment

DOUBLEWIDE/OVERSIZED LOT
3 BR 2 BA1990 double wide

mobile home on an oversized lot
in Key Largo. This one won't last 

long.  Conveniently located
for the commuter.

CANALFRONT LOT FOR SALE $285,000
Canalfront lot in Stillwright Point

Build your custom home here

LIST WITH US - BUY FROM US - List Or Buy In January or February and We'll Give You a $250 Credit to Lowes Or Home Depot!

WE HAVE SEVERAL ANNUAL RENTALS
INCLUDING CANAL FRONT HOMES

STARTING AT $2800

HOMESTEAD 4/2.5 HOME 
4600 SQ ft. with 2 car garage.  Located
near shops, restaurants and turnpike.

CANALFRONT LOT

FOR
RENT

$337,000

$200,000FEATURED PROPERTY

CANALFRONT LOT

FOR
SALE


