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Beautiful pendants made in Key Largo.

KEYS DIVER
MM 99.7

THE ART BOX
MM 100.6

FLORIDA KEYS VISITOR CENTER
106240 OVERSEAS HWY.

 

          

Quality Service Since 1972

MINOR
& 

MAJOR
REPAIRS

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS, TRUCKS
S.U.V.s, VANS, TRAILERS & R.V.s

• Certified Mechanics 
• Exhaust Systems 
• Brakes 
• Tune-Ups 
• Tire Sales & Repairs
• Air Conditioning 
• Coolant & Transmission Flushes
• Regular & Synthetic Oil Changes

You Can Trust The Professionals at

305-451-3500
MM 101.5 • KEY LARGO
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Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Featuring Fresh Local Fish

Live Music
Happy Hour Every Day

Craft Beer
Sports Headquarters

Open Late! 

522 Caribbean Drive • 305.453.1905

On the WaterLocals’ Favorite!
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101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037
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TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com
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305.304.2837
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Surprisingly Affordable!

RATES
KEY LARGO MAP PAGE

Vertical:
2.5” wide x 4“ tall
$125 per month

Horizontal:
4.75” wide x 3.13” tall

$150 per month

Skyscraper:
2.5” wide x 8.25” tall

$200 per month

Beautiful pendants made in Key Largo.

KEYS DIVER
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FLORIDA KEYS VISITOR CENTER
106240 OVERSEAS HWY.
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I used to say that I 
never felt homesick—even 
when on extended vaca-
tions. But now that I don’t 
have a home to come back 
to, I am beginning to under-
stand the full meaning of 
the word.

Home conjures up words 
like security, warmth, fa-
miliarity, and friends. 
Things we sometimes take 
for granted. Yes, we hear 
and see the devastation of 
others who have lost every-
thing on our television, and 
on social media. But when 
it happens us, only then can 
we can fully relate to all 
those people to whom we 
referred to as the unfortu-
nates. “Those poor people,” 
we say. “It must be awful.” 
It is.

Many people have com-
municated to me that I 
should be thankful for the 
things I still have, i.e. my 

family, and my pet Amazon 
parrot, “Buckwheat. “ And 
yes, I am very grateful; 
and I am cognizant of the 
fact that it could have been 
worse. I could have lost 
everything.

But — when you return 
to the place that you have 
called home for so many 
years, and you see all of 
your things destroyed, well, 
-it is a very painful and 
humbling experience. 

I saw people standing 
by what used to be their 
homes and crying, or just 
staring in shock. There are 
so many things that run 
through your head all at 
once. Where do we go from 
here? I lost my job; where 
am I going to find another? 
Where are we going to live? 
Will I ever see my friends 
again? Will my insurance 
cover all this? Do we even 
have insurance?

This hurricane and other 
disasters, some in the past, 
and some in the near fu-
ture, make us aware of how 
tenuous our lives are, and 
that we are fully at the 
mercy of Mother Nature. 
The control that we think 
we have is ultimately non-
existent. My heart goes out 

to all of you who have had 
a loss, and now truly com-
prehend the meaning of the 
word.

I hope we never have to 
go through something like 
this again. But this is the 
Keys. We are tough, and we 
are resilient. We do not give 
up, nor do we back down.

It must have been a shock when the owners of this Marathon home returned.

Hurricane Irma—Where is my Home?            by Kimberly Lahr
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Callum Allison beside the beautiful landscaping 
he donated at the VFW pre-Irma. 

Coach and Larry Calvano at the Big Chill 
served pizza to first responders.

 Dave Bowman at Bayside Grill.

Friends gather at the Big Chill post-Irma. Photo by Kathy Ramsey.

Keys Adventure Watersports is open at the Big Chill.Sharkey’s showing that Conch Strong spirit!


