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After visiting the Keys 
several times, Eric, a young 
man in his 20s packed up his 
bags and moved here. Upon 
arriving he looked up job 
opportunities on Craig’s List 
and found one that required 
a clean background and a 
Keys Disease vaccination.  

He asked his friend 
Chris, a friend he met at 
the bar ,”What is it? Do 
I need a shot? How much 
does it cost?” Chris told 
him that he definitely need-
ed it. “You gotta get it and 
it’s free,” he said, and they 
made plans to get together 
the next morning and get 
the ball rolling. 

 (Note: Keys Disease is 
an island term that applies 
to ambitious northern folks 
who move to the Keys. When 
they get here they quickly 

Editorial: Keys Disease Epidemic
adapt to the laid-back life-
style of the locals. No more 
shoes and socks, long pants 
are out; being on time is a 
thing of the past. Shorts and 
flip flop are in. Tiki bars and 
boats are home to the af-
flicted. The only known cure 
is to to travel north across 
the 18-mile stretch and stay 
there. There is no vaccina-
tion, however, our eager-to-
work young friend did not 
know this.) 

The next morning Chris 
drove Eric to the Keys Visi-
tor Center and told him to 
go get his vaccination. Eric 
went inside and told Dave, 
the booking agent, “I’m 
here for my Keys disease 
vaccination.” Dave looked at 
him like he was crazy, shook 
his head and said “Sorry 
dude, you must be looking 

for the Chamber of Com-
merce, it’s 9 doors down 
on your right.” Eric jumped 
back in the car and told 
Chris to take him to the 
Key Largo Chamber of Com-
merce. 

By this time Eric was 
a bit stressed out. Once 
inside the Chamber build-
ing he approached the desk 
where an older woman was 
working. After waiting his 
turn in line Eric told the 
lady “I am here for my 
shot.” “What shot?” asked 
the lady. “My Keys Disease 
vaccination. My friend is 
waiting in the car and I 
need to get my shot!” Eric 
replied.

 “Who sent you here?” 
asked the lady, “The Visitor 
Center sent me” replied a 
desperate Eric. “Look, I’m 

in a hurry, may I please get 
my shot?” 

That’s about the time the 
Key Largo Chamber of Com-
merce lady lost her compo-
sure and cracked up laughing. 
Luckily for Chris, his friend 
Eric is a good sport and to-
gether they love to tell the 
story to the locals. 

The Coconut Telegraph 
thinks that the Keys Dis-
ease Vaccination shot 
should be made with rum, of 
course, and served in all of 
our bars.

MARC Loves Your Donations, BUT...
Please don‛t leave items 

outside when the MARC 
Thrift Store is not open! 
When things are left out-
side they get rained on or 
bugs get in. They are ruined!

Please come during store 
hours and —before unload-
ing— check to see if the 
items are needed.

Unneeded and ruined items 
have to be hauled away, and 
so instead of helping MARC, 
people making these after-
hours and unneeded item 
donations are actually cost-
ing MARC money!!

Drop-off hours are 
weekdays 9am to 3pm, and 
Saturday 9am-4pm.

Mattresses are 
illegal to resell, so 
the store can’t use 
them. Anything left 
piled outside will be 
ruined by weather 
and bugs.

Items like mattresses, 
big furniture and old elec-
tronics are things the MARC 
Store cannot use. And they 
have no room for books.

What they can use:  
clean clothes, shoes and 
purses, nick-nacks, kitchen 
dishes and small appliances, 
lamps, and clean bedding.

Corinne M. Triviski is  the 
Coordinator of the Michelle 
Snyder MARC of the Upper 
Keys, located at 90001 Over-
seas Hwy., in Tavernier. If 
you have questions you can 
reach her at 305 852-3282.

107900 Overseas Hwy
www.gilbertsresort.com

305-451-1133

Largest Tiki Bar in the Keys!

SATURDAYS THIS MONTH:

Saturday, April 7
UNCLE SMOKEY

 1-5  PM

Saturday, April 28
STATIC

1-5 PM

Saturday, April 14
CUTLER STEW

1-5 PM

Saturday, April 21
CAT DADDIES

1-5 PM

Saturday, April 14
SHANE DUNCAN

BAND  7-11  PM

Saturday, April 21
STONE MOJO

7-11 PM

Saturday, April 28
MOJO SCOUNDRELS

7-11  PM

MICHAEL TRIXX
IS BACK!

8pm • SATURDAYS

Saturday, April 7
THE FLYERS

7-11  PM


