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The Bible makes no men-
tion of a long-eared, short-
tailed creature who delivers 
decorated eggs to children on 
Easter; nevertheless, the 
Easter bunny has become a 
symbol of Christianity‛s most 
important holiday. The exact 
origins of this myth are 
unclear, but rabbits, known to 
be prolific procreators, are an 
ancient symbol of fertility 
and new life. 

The Easter bunny first 
arrived in America in the 
1700s with German immi-
grants who settled in Pennsyl-
vania and bought their tradi-
tion of an egg-laying hare 
called “Osterhase” or “Os-
chter Haws.” Their children 
made nests for it to lay its 
colored eggs. 

Eventually, the custom 
spread across the U.S. and 
the fabled rabbit‛s Easter 
morning deliveries expanded 
to include chocolate and other 
types of candy and gifts, 
while decorated baskets 
replaced nests. 

Easter Eggs
Easter is a religious holi-

day, but some of its customs, 
such as Easter eggs, are 
linked to pagan traditions. 
The egg, an ancient symbol of 
new life, has been associated 
with pagan festivals celebrat-
ing spring. From a Christian 
perspective, Easter eggs are 
said to represent Jesus‛ 
emergence from the tomb and 
resurrection. 

Decorating eggs for 
Easter is a tradition that 
dates back to at least the 
13th century. One explana-
tion for this custom is that 
eggs were formerly a forbid-
den food during the Lenten 
season, so people would paint 
and decorate them to mark 
the end of the period of 
penance and fasting, then 
eat them on Easter as a 
celebration.

The Easter Bunny and Other Traditions

Easter egg hunts and egg 
rolling are two popular egg-
related traditions. In the 
U.S., the White House Easter 
Egg Roll, a race in which chil-
dren push decorated, hard-
boiled eggs across the White 
House lawn, is an annual event 
held the Monday after 
Easter. 

Easter Candy
Easter is the second 

best-selling candy holiday in 
America, after Halloween. 
Among the most popular 
sweet treats associated with 
this day are chocolate eggs, 
which date back to early 19th 
century Europe. Another 
egg-shaped candy, the jelly 
bean, became associated with 
Easter in the 1930s. For the 
past decade, the top-selling 
non-chocolate Easter candy 
has been the marshmallow 
Peep, a sugary, pastel-colored 
confection. The original Peeps 
were handmade, 
marshmallow-flavored yellow 
chicks, but other shapes and 
flavors were later introduced, 
including chocolate mousse 
bunnies.

Easter Parade
In New York City, the 

Easter Parade tradition dates 
back to the mid-1800s, when 
the upper crust of society 
would attend Easter services 
at various Fifth Avenue 
churches then stroll outside 
afterward, showing off their 
new spring outfits and hats. 
Average citizens started 
showing up along Fifth Avenue 
to check out the action. 

The tradition reached its 
peak by the mid-20th cen-

tury, and in 1948, the popular 
film “Easter Parade” was 
released, starring Fred 
Astaire and Judy Garland and 
featuring the music of Irving 
Berlin. The title song includes 
the lyrics: “In your Easter 
bonnet, with all the frills upon 
it/You‛ll be the grandest lady 
in the Easter parade.”

The Easter Parade tradi-
tion lives on in Manhattan, 
with Fifth Avenue from 49th 

Street to 57th Street being 
shut down during the day to 
traffic. Participants often 
sport elaborately decorated 
bonnets and hats. The event 
has no religious significance, 
but sources note that Easter 
processions have been a part 
of Christianity since its earli-
est days. Today, other cities 
across America also have 
their own parades.
Source: History Channel website

WE HAVE THE BEST

Easter Eggs
IN TOWN!

305-451-3702 • 99551 OVERSEAS HWY• KEYLARGOFLORIST.COM

The Wasmund Team
Tropical Realty Of The Florida Keys, Inc.

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net • www.thewasmundteam.com

List With Us - Buy From Us
ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL DEALS FOR A

A $250 CREDIT  TOWARDS CLOSING COSTS!

102901 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 102.9 OCEANSIDE

We're a Mother-Daughter Team 
and we handle your real estate needs with 

integrity and professionalism.  Over 30 years
of combined sales in the Keys gives you 

the opportunity to 
have our experience work for you. 

Jane
305-451-7704

CRS, GRI,
Short Sale Specialist 

BROKER/OWNER

 Wendy
305-394-1376

GRI

OWNER

Saturday • 4 p.m.

April 27
FREE

Outdoor
Band

Concert

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  P E R F O R M I N G  S E A S O N

305-451-4530 • www.keyscommunityconcertband.org

Conductor: Hulber Gagliardini
Guest Performers:  Young Local Musicians

YOUNG MUSICIANS CONCERT

Free Admission for All Concerts
Outdoors: Bring a Blanket or Lawn Chair

Fun-filled Family Entertainment
— New Band Members Welcome — 

Co-sponsored by the Parks and Recreation Department,  Village of Islamorada, with support from Islamorada Community Entertainment
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at Founders Park, Islamorada

Bayside, MM 87

Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption at 
the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Simba StarrHolly Tess Opie 

Roger Molly Ringo Maggie Blossom 
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