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More Expressions Explained

BUYING THE FARM

During WW!1 soldiers were given
life insurance policies worth
$5,000. This was about the price
of an average farm so if you died
you "bought the farm" for your
survivors.

IRON-CLAD CONTRACT

This came about from the ironclad
ships of the Civil War. It meant
something so strong it could not
be broken.

PASSING THE BUCK /
THE BUCK STOPS HERE

Most men in the early west
carried a jack knife made by the
Buck knife company. When playing
poker it was common to place one
of these knives in front ofthe
dealer so that everyone knew who
he was. When it was time for a
new dealer the deck of cards and
the knife were given o the new
dealer. If this person didn't want
to deal he would "pass the buck"
to the next player. If that player
accepted, the buck stopped there.

RIFF RAFF

The Mississippi River was the main
way of traveling from north to

south. Riverboats carried passen-
gers and freight but they were
expensive so most people used
rafts. Everything had the right of
way over rafts which were consid-
ered cheap. The steering oar on
the rafts was called a "riff" and
this transposed into riff-raff,
meaning low class.

COBWEB

The Old English word for "spider"
was "cob".

SHIP STATE ROOMS

Traveling by steamboat was
considered the height of comfort.
Passenger cabins on the boats
were not numbered. Instead they
were named after states. To this
day cabins on ships are called
staterooms.

SLEEP TIGHT

Early beds were made with a
wooden frame. Ropes were tied
across the frame in a criss-cross
pattern. A Straw mattress was
then put on top of the ropes. Over
time the ropes stretched, causing
the bed to sag. The owner would
then tighten the ropes to get a
better night's sleep.

SHOWBOAT

These were floating theaters built
on a barge that was pushed by a
steamboat. These played small
towns along the Mississippi River.
Unlike the boat shown in the movie
“Showboat" These did not have an
engine. They were gaudy and
attention grabbing which is why we
say someone who is being the life
of the party is showboating."

OVER A BARREL

In the days before CPR a drowning
victim would be placed face down
over a barrel androlled back and
forth in a effort to empty the
lungs of water. It was rarely
effective. If you are over a barrel
you are in deep trouble.

BARGE IN

Heavy freight was moved along the
Mississippi in large barges pushed
by steamboats. These were hard
to control and would sometimes
swing into piers or other boats.
Hence "barged in".

HOGWASH

Steamboats carried both people
and animals. Since pigs smelled so
bad they would be washed before
being put on board. The mud and
other filth that was washed of f
was considered useless "hog wash."

CURFEW

The word "curfew" comes from
the French phrase "couvre-feu",
which means "cover the fire." It
was used to describe the time of
blowing out all lamps and candles.
It was later adopted into Middle
English as "curfeu", which later
became the modern "curfew".

In the early American colonies
homes had no real fireplaces

so a fire was built in the center
of the room. In order to make
sure a fire did not get out of
controlduring the night it was
required that, by an agreed

upon time, all fires would be
covered with a clay pot called a
"curfew."

BARRELS OF OIL

When the first oil wells were
drilled they had made no Provision
for storing the liquid so they used
water barrels. That is why, fo this
day, we speak of barrels of oil
rather than gallons.

HOT OFF THE PRESS

As the paper goes through the
rotary printing press friction
causes it to heat up. Therefore,
if you grab the paper right off
the press It is warm. The expres-
sion means to get immediate
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voted IBest Happy Hour in the KXKeys! 4+7Daily

WEDNESDAYS: 20% LLOCALS DAY

Pilot House Restaurant:

As seen on Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives

on Food Network!!

Episade: " Suceulont Sanduiches”

This trip, Guy Fieri's diggin' into succulent sandwiches!

In Oakland, a real-deal butchery stacking up killer

cheesesteak and off-the-chain chicken. In Modesto, Calif, a
funky food truck putting pastrami on pretzel bread and
cooking pulled pork in root beer. And in Key Largo,
Florida, a seafood staple servin' up a sandwich that's

become a local legend. (Episode: DV2407H)

Check out our Local’s
Loyalty Program:

Get your
Pilot’s License
today!
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MTaylor King Band
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13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, MM 99.6, 305-451-3142
www.pilothousemarina.com _f fb.com/pilothousekeylargo Glass Bottom Bar™

Every Saturday Night

WATERFRONT

Bk

TMam-2pm
Every Sunday

Complimentary Mimosa,
Glass of Champagne or
Bloody Mary with
Brunch Entrée

HOME OF THE

Beautiful custom deep water canal residence offers
modem amenities, spacious architectural design with
soaring ceilings, top notch finishes, and immediate
ocean access.

Key Largo canal front home with open concept living.
3/2 upstairs. Lots of natural light and cathedral
ceilings. Spacious living for all your entertaining, plus
a beautiful screened porch overlooking a wide canal.

1500 Ocean Bay Dr « Key Largo

o $339,000
o
T
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Townhouse in Kawama Yacht Club. 3 levels in a private
corner of K building. Very well maintained unit with
great rental history on winter time. Perfect resort for
the whole family with many amenities.

104350 Overseas Hwy « Key Largo
$550,000 ; =
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#C-15 Bayfront townhouse with deeded boat slip!

Lovely Moon Bay unit with weekly rentals allowed.
Beautiful sunset views.

WE KNOW THE
TRUE VALUE
OF HOMES
IN THE UPPER KEYS

It’s critical to select the right
real estate professionals to help
you buy or sell in today’s
changing market. We're familiar
with homes selling in the Upper
Keys and can offer great tips.
Want to know what your home
is worth in today’s market?

Call us for a no-obligation
consultation to learn your
home’s top market value.

We’re not just Realtors?..
we're also your neighbors!

Hohesty.
Integrity. Trust.

Dependability. Keys Expertise.

BRrROKER/OWNER OWNE_R
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Jane: 305-451-7704

THE WASMUND TEAM

TROPICAL REALTY OF THE FLORIDA KEYS, INC

Wendy: 305-394-1376
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist GRI
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117 Burgundy Dr « Key Largo

$599,000
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Beautiful stucco covered double wide mobile, 3/2 with
anice open floor plan and recessed lighting. Tile floors
throughout, Granite counter tops and upscale appli-
ances. Separate laundry room.
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Great Weekender! Brand new floors, dry-walls, granite
countertops.new wood kitchen cabinets, new appli-
ances, electrical all updated, windows, new roof.
Everything has been re-done to make this a LIKE
NEW HOME ready to move into,

Cute 2/1 single family home, right across from the boat
ramp. Keys cottage in a great neighborhood. Great starter
home very well maintained. Has hurricane shutters,
pretty new partial metal roof and updated cement roof.
This would also be a great weekend home. Nothing to do
here but move in.

9824 Mariners Ave - 110
ST $599,900
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3/2 Landings of Largo condo with all the bells and whistles
plus a deeded boat slip witha lift. Views everywhere. Walk
across to the pool or very near to the Marina. A top location
for Keys living. Weekend or full time, for you & your family.

We're a Mother-Daug hter Team and we handle your real estate needs with integrity and professionalism.
Over 30 years of combined sales in the Keys gives you the opportunity to have our experience work for you.

janewasmund@bellsouth.net - www.thewasmundteam.com

VISIT US IN OUR OFFICE AT 102901 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 102.9 OCEANSIDE




