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Editorial: Grifter

some friends out of hundreds 
of dollars. He sold them a mo-
torcycle from one of his pho-
tos. He had every excuse under 
the sun why the motorcycle had 
not been delivered to them. 
Finally they filed a police report 
and conman Mount was arrest-
ed and spent time in the Key 
West jail. He was eventually 
released and wouldn’t you know 
it, he ripped off another one 
of my friends and was arrested 
again in Key Largo! Please be-
ware of this man because he is 
a career criminal.

A couple of years ago I met 
Monte Mount at a locals bar. 
He was playing the juke box 
and telling folks he was a musi-
cian and was in the band Tommy 
James and the Shondells. I 
was impressed and asked him 
a few questions thinking it 
would make a great article. He 
seemed very knowledgeable 
about the band but something 
didn’t set right with me. He was 
playing air guitar to the mu-
sic. My guitarist friends don’t 
do that. He also showed me 
photos of antique motorcycles 
he claimed to have. So I went 
home and did some research. 
Mr. Mount had just got out of 4 
years in prison in California for 
theft and there was no record 
anywhere of him ever being a 
“Shondell”. I notified a friend 
that is a police officer. I men-
tioned it to some of my friends 
who had also met him. Within 
days of that he had conned 

It’s not easy being a mom these
days... texting in all caps just 
 doesn’t have the same
    impact as good,
      old-fashioned
              yelling!


