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The endangered Key Largo Woodrat is the focus of Carol Ellis’ article this month. This stunning and rare photo was 
captured by Clay DeGayner. The Woodrat faces yet another threat from the invasive python population.
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Several years ago I was 
talking with my friend Ray 
Eubanks and mentioned that 
I had a dream of starting a 
fund to help musicians that 
were not able to work due to 
health reasons, but I was 
concerned that there would 
be a mountain of red tape 
involved with starting a 
non-profit. At the time 
Eubanks was the Exaulted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge in 
Tavernier. He said it might 
be possible to do it through 
the Elks because they are a 
non-profit. He went on to 
discover that the Elks orga-
nization was started by a 
group of musicians for just 
that reason, to help others 
and each other. Now we just 
needed some money.

About that time I was 
itching to publish a book. Sue 
Beal had written several 
humorous articles for the 
Coconut Telegraph on the 
Key's Disease and I thought 
it would make a fun book if I 
could just find an illustrator. 
At that time my friend John 
McKinna was sharing his 
previously syndicated car-
toons in the Coconut Tele-
graph. Among John's many 
talents including best selling 

Musician's Relief Fund and The Keys Disease
author and cartoonist, John 
was a musician and a hell of a 
nice guy. The 3 of us agreed 
to donate all the profits to 
start the Musician's Relief 
Fund. Next we needed to 
find the funding to get the 
book printed. 

I was excited and told 
Rob LeBrun, the manager of 
Gilbert's Resort at the time, 
all about it. He asked me how 
much it would cost to order 
the books? I told him $600. 
He left and came back with a 
check for the full amount 
courtesy of Gilberts. Sadly 
before the book was printed 
John McKinna passed away. 
His wife Teresa became our 
partner. 

Now we had the books to 
sell at $10 each but we 
needed to generate some 
more money in order to give 
more. We planned a book 
signing party at Gilberts and 
I solicited donations of items 
from local merchants for the 
silent auction. We have a 
very generous business com-
munity who always donate, so 
I was flabbergasted  when I 
stopped in a Key Largo bou-
tique and the owner refused 
to donate. She was rather 
unpleasant and said that the 

Luke Sommer Glenn receives a check for $1,000 presented by Terry 
Bouquenoy, from the Elks Musician's Relief Fund.

The fund was started in 2016 by Denise Malefyt and Sue Beal from the 
Coconut Telegraph along with John McKinna, Ray Eubanks and Rob 
Lebrun. Teresa McKinna gets special thanks for her participation.

musicians "should just get 
another job." 

Needless to say I don't 
shop in her store. 

Some musicians do have 2 
jobs to support their fami-
lies. When they feel sick or 
get injured they can't work 
either of them. Plus, when 
they are not at a gig several 
nights a week, they are prac-
ticing. 

The Musician's Relief 
Fund has over the years 
helped many musicians and 
most recently was able to 
write a check for $1,000 to 
an outstanding local musician, 
Luke Sommer Glenn, who is in 

need of a heart operation. 
Before I had a chance to tell 
Ray Eubanks the news, he 
passed away at a hospital in 
Sebring with his wife Pat by 
his side. 

Terry Bouquenoy is the 
fund administrator at the 
Elks and he recently held a 
classic/antique car show to 
generate money. The "Keys 
Disease" books are still for 
sale at the Elks Lodge at   
MM 92.6 in Tavernier and if 
you'd like to make a donation 
you can send a check to the 
Musicians Relief Fund, 
B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge, PO Box 
255, Tavernier, Fl. 33070.The book signing party at Gilberts.

“You Might Have
KEYS DISEASE”

Books are on sale at:

This 32-page book was created in 
the spirit of poking fun at our life 
here in the Florida Keys. 

Written by Sue Beal with a little 
help from her friends, it was 
illustrated by the late John 
McKinna, a syndicated cartoonist. 

The book was published and 
made available for sale so that      
the proceeds could help local 
musicians and their families.

Here in the Keys, we enjoy the 
music of so many talented, 
world-class musicians. Even as 
our community enjoys the fruits 
of their labors, we know the 
musicians have little to spare 
and have no safety net for when 
disaster strikes and they cannot 
work. 

Our musicians are the first to sign 
up to make a community 
fundrasier or benefit a success.

Buy a book and find out!

 Book sales benefit the
Musician’s Relief Fund

in the Upper Keys

Gilberts Resort funded the printing of the first edition, so all proceeds 
from the sale of this book will be used to help musicians in need.

Or you can send a check to the Musicians Relief Fund, B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge
PO Box 255, Tavernier, Fl 33070-0255

$10

BPOE Elks Lodge, Tavernier 
92600 Overseas Hwy
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Calusa Indians, Spaniards, 
wreckers, pirates, farmers, 
Bahamian fisherman, Conchs, 
homesteaders, hermits, land 
developers, the U.S. Govern-
ment, collectors and conser-
vationists have all laid claim 
to the Upper Keys.  Each in 

their own way have left their 
mark.

US1, the main route to 
the Florida Keys, contained 
the tourism and development 
for those seeking an exotic 
world of tropical adventure, 
and spared North Key Largo 

905 and headed northeast, 
eventually ending up in a small 
conch cottage in Gulfstream 
Shores named “Somewhere 
Else.”  It was in the middle of 
future conservation lands.

The establishment of 
Crocodile Lake NWR in 1980, 

and the acquisition of Port 
Bougainville by the State of 
Florida in 1982 were pivotal 
events securing the future 
of a natural N. Key Largo.  
The CLNWR is home to the 
endangered Key Largo wood-
rat, Key Largo cotton mouse, 
Stock Island tree snail, 
Schaus‛ swallowtail butterfly 
and American Crocodile.  

There are many miscon-
ceptions about one of the 
protected species: the Key 
Largo woodrat.  Very dissimi-
lar from the black rat. the 
Key Largo woodrat is a noc-
turnal animal, that lives away 
from humans in the ham-
mocks of North Key Largo. 
The woodrat is greyish 

best breeders," it changed everyone's 
minds.

Rodents are at the bottom of the 
food chain and their natural predators 
include snakes and raptors, along with 
non-native predators such as feral cats, 
and Burmese Python. Cameras were 
placed in the nests, which provided 
researchers with valuable information 
pertaining to reproduction, and what 
predators were in the vicinity, and 
eventually implicated feral cats as a 
major predator, attracted by the com-
motion the woodrats made while building 
their stick nests. 

Critters in our Midst:
Key Largo Woodrat 
                                                  by Carol Ellis

RATS OF NORTH AMERICA
NORWAY RAT (aka Brown Rat)

ROOF RAT (aka Ship Rat, Brown Rat)

WOODRAT (aka Pack Rat)

MARSH RICE RAT brown, with a hairy tail, big 
ears and resembles a mouse. 
The black rat, a nuisance 
species, has a long scaly tail 
and is found in populated 
areas, around dumpsters, or 
even in your tool shed or 
attic.

Some people see black rats like the 
ones attacking a bird feeder, and claim 
they are woodrats.  A woman seated at 
the local bar was overheard saying: ”I 
don't understand why the government 
is building houses for those rats in N. 
Key Largo”.  Her vision of woodrats 
occupying  a three room dollhouse, 
complete with front porch, and a tin 
roof, is totally false. 

Yes folks, they walk among us.
Prior to the 1980s, on both sides of 

CR-905 there were wheel-worn finger 
roads, about six ft. wide and as high as 
a pick-up truck, etched in the coral 
rock. These roads of formerly platted 
subdivisions became the dumping 
grounds for old refrigerators, 
discarded vehicles and construction 
debris.  With public acquisition came 
cleaning up of the trash, some of which 
included piles of sticks indicative of 
nesting Key Largo woodrats.

Ralph and Clay DeGayner signed on 
to volunteer at the refuge because they 
wanted to see a woodrat.  They became 
curious as to why the woodrats were 
not piling sticks, but instead making 
homes in the hollowed out bases of 
trees and under debris. 

It became obvious that supplemen-
tal nests were needed. Ralph‛s idea of 
using discarded jet skis as nests was 
frowned upon by researchers, however 
he persisted, and jet skis were hauled 
into the woods, and covered with natu-
ral materials such as coral rock and 
tree debris. When they began working 
as nesting sites, Ralph says "some of my 

“Collapsed Conch Cottage in 2022”
Carol Ellis Photo. With Ralph’s help, 
it became a productive nesting site 
containing multiple woodrat nests.

“Key Largo Woodrat” - Clay DeGayner Photo.  The woodrat is greyish 
brown, with a hairy tail and big ears; it resembles a mouse.

Ralph, born during the 
Great Depression, dedicated 
two decades of his life toward 
improving a habitat, that 
during his lifetime was nearly 
destroyed, so that a future 
generation could see a wood-
rat. Ralphs most memorable 
moment as a volunteer, came 
while spending time with 
conservation icon Jane Good-
all, visiting thriving woodrat 
nests in the hammocks.  After 
the visit, Goodall wrote: “a 
small group of dedicated 
persons, even volunteers with 
little scientific training, can 
help turn around an extinction 
event just by persisting in 
intelligent efforts.”

Personally, I am not par-
ticularly bothered if I see an 
actual woodrat in my lifetime; 
I am just reassured by the 
passionate efforts of many to 
ensure their survival.

  

from much attention.
I arrived in the Florida 

Keys in 1984 in my red Pinto 
station wagon containing all 
my belongings, including a 
windsurfer strapped to the 
roof.  I took a left at the 
intersection of US1 and CR 

Key Largo Woodrat  CONTINUED 

Calusa Indians, Spaniards, 
wreckers, pirates, farmers, 
Bahamian fisherman, Conchs, 
homesteaders, hermits, land 
developers, the U.S. Govern-
ment, collectors and conser-
vationists have all laid claim 
to the Upper Keys.  Each in 

 

She has a degree 
in Journalism from 
the University of 
Florida and is the 
resident 
photographer/artist 
at Ocean Reef 
Club.

their own way have left their 
mark.

US1, the main route to 
the Florida Keys, contained 
the tourism and development 
for those seeking an exotic 
world of tropical adventure, 
and spared North Key Largo 

905 and headed northeast, 
eventually ending up in a small 
conch cottage in Gulfstream 
Shores named “Somewhere 
Else.”  It was in the middle of 
future conservation lands.

The establishment of 
Crocodile Lake NWR in 1980, 

and the acquisition of Port 
Bougainville by the State of 
Florida in 1982 were pivotal 
events securing the future 
of a natural N. Key Largo.  
The CLNWR is home to the 
endangered Key Largo wood-
rat, Key Largo cotton mouse, 
Stock Island tree snail, 
Schaus‛ swallowtail butterfly 
and American Crocodile.  

There are many miscon-
ceptions about one of the 
protected species: the Key 
Largo woodrat.  Very dissimi-
lar from the black rat. the 
Key Largo woodrat is a noc-
turnal animal, that lives away 
from humans in the ham-
mocks of North Key Largo. 
The woodrat is greyish 

best breeders," it changed everyone's 
minds.

Rodents are at the bottom of the 
food chain and their natural predators 
include snakes and raptors, along with 
non-native predators such as feral cats, 
and Burmese Python. Cameras were 
placed in the nests, which provided 
researchers with valuable information 
pertaining to reproduction, and what 
predators were in the vicinity, and 
eventually implicated feral cats as a 
major predator, attracted by the com-
motion the woodrats made while building 
their stick nests. 

brown, with a hairy tail, big 
ears and resembles a mouse. 
The black rat, a nuisance 
species, has a long scaly tail 
and is found in populated 
areas, around dumpsters, or 
even in your tool shed or 
attic.

Some people see black rats like the 
ones attacking a bird feeder, and claim 
they are woodrats.  A woman seated at 
the local bar was overheard saying: ”I 
don't understand why the government 
is building houses for those rats in N. 
Key Largo”.  Her vision of woodrats 
occupying  a three room dollhouse, 
complete with front porch, and a tin 
roof, is totally false. 

Yes folks, they walk among us.
Prior to the 1980s, on both sides of 

CR-905 there were wheel-worn finger 
roads, about six ft. wide and as high as 
a pick-up truck, etched in the coral 
rock. These roads of formerly platted 
subdivisions became the dumping 
grounds for old refrigerators, 
discarded vehicles and construction 
debris.  With public acquisition came 
cleaning up of the trash, some of which 
included piles of sticks indicative of 
nesting Key Largo woodrats.

Ralph and Clay DeGayner signed on 
to volunteer at the refuge because they 
wanted to see a woodrat.  They became 
curious as to why the woodrats were 
not piling sticks, but instead making 
homes in the hollowed out bases of 
trees and under debris. 

It became obvious that supplemen-
tal nests were needed. Ralph‛s idea of 
using discarded jet skis as nests was 
frowned upon by researchers, however 
he persisted, and jet skis were hauled 
into the woods, and covered with natu-
ral materials such as coral rock and 
tree debris. When they began working 
as nesting sites, Ralph says "some of my 

“Bug in the Woods” - Carol Ellis Photo. Roads of formerly 
platted subdivisions along CR-905, became the dumping 
grounds for old, discarded vehicles.

“Jet Ski Supplemental Nest” - Carol Ellis Photo. Supplemental nests constructed with a jet ski 
covered by natural materials such as coral rock and tree debris. I 

“Conch Cottage in 2008 | Ralph DeGayner” 
Carol Ellis Photo. A two-room cottage belong-
ing to an early settler prior to its collapse in 2011.  

Ralph, born during the 
Great Depression, dedicated 
two decades of his life toward 
improving a habitat, that 
during his lifetime was nearly 
destroyed, so that a future 
generation could see a wood-
rat. Ralphs most memorable 
moment as a volunteer, came 
while spending time with 
conservation icon Jane Good-
all, visiting thriving woodrat 
nests in the hammocks.  After 
the visit, Goodall wrote: “a 
small group of dedicated 
persons, even volunteers with 
little scientific training, can 
help turn around an extinction 
event just by persisting in 
intelligent efforts.”

Personally, I am not par-
ticularly bothered if I see an 
actual woodrat in my lifetime; 
I am just reassured by the 
passionate efforts of many to 
ensure their survival.

  

from much attention.
I arrived in the Florida 

Keys in 1984 in my red Pinto 
station wagon containing all 
my belongings, including a 
windsurfer strapped to the 
roof.  I took a left at the 
intersection of US1 and CR 

CAROL ELLIS has lived in South Florida 
her entire life and Key Largo 
for  37 years.
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Rest in Peace
Ray Eubanks

Chef Clark Huff
C.E.C., CCA.

Let us cook for you!
Chef'’s Specialities

Keto and Low Calorie Menus
     available weekly on Mondays
     via Facebook @OceanBayDining
or by request via text msg to 1-888-403-4503

Catering services available
for 6 to 600 guests

Custom tailored to your Event

Contact Chef Clark 501-626-2424
OceanBayDining@gmail.com

OCEAN BAY
MEAL PLANS

OCEAN BAY CATERING

305-360-1127
bobbebrown.com 

102901 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 102.9 OCEANSIDE

A house is made of walls and beams...
A home is built with love and dreams...

Let the Wasmund Team help you �nd your dream home in the Keys...
Call us today...

TROPICAL
REALTY

We’re not just Realtors®... we’re also your neighbors!

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net • www.thewasmundteam.com

BROKER/OWNER

Jane Wasmund
305-451-7704

CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

 BROKER/OWNER

Wendy Ives
305-394-1376

GRI

Family home near Harry Harris Park. Concrete roof. 2/2 up 
and 2/1 down - perfect for lots of company or a large family. 
Spacious layout. Excellent condition and close to the beach 
and boat ramp. Nice sized kitchen - up and down. Large 
open �oor plan with great sized bedrooms and living areas. 
This property has room for plenty of parking for your vehicles 
and your boat. Lots of storage thru out. This is home is well 
maintained and like new condition. Close to schools, 
shopping, and a short commute to the mainland. Don't miss 
this opportunity to have your piece of Florida Keys Paradise.

Warm, inviting ground level home on 2 full lots and 2 half lots - with 
street to street access - 5 gates for entry and plenty of space to store all 
your boats, cars, etc.Divided into two sections, each with a bedroom, 
living space and bath (one w/ jaccuzi tub) and kitchens,  with separate 
entrances. New appliances. 2 a/c units. The yard has a garden area, a 
�re pit with many fruit trees, and more. Outdoor patio cooking area, 
gazebo with a grilling area and shaded room to relax. Two storage 
sheds - one an a/c man cave with t.v., lounge area, and room for tools 
and dive gear. Yard is fenced in, street to street. Easy walking distance 
to downtown, restaurants and farmers market. Home is equipped with 
full security camera system. This home captures Keys living at its best.

Anglers To Learn Plus Tackle Fishing at
Keys Oct. 7-9 Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing No-Yelling School 

(L-R) Doghouse with Capt. Jesse Cromer Friday – Robin Christian, 
Sanibel, FL; Robin Hinote, Avon Park, FL; Sherry Strickland, Punta 
Gorda, FL. Lizette Leiter, Miami, FL and Shelley Hughes, 
North Fort Myers, FL.  

Contact Info: 
954-475-9068

fish@ladiesletsgofishing.com
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com

www.facebook.com/                
ladiesletsgofishing  

Sea Horse Sunday: 
Capt. Rick Rodri-
guez: Holly Smith, 
Key Largo, FL; 
Donna Langston, 
Satellite Beach, FL; 
Diane Odell, 
Cocoa Beach, FL; 
Meghan Brunelli, 
Islamorada, FL; 
Lizette Leiter, 
Miami, FL; Dawn 
Miller, Punta Gorda.

Ladies will be learning 
from the pros in Islamorada 
and Tavernier, FL plus there 
will be fishing, rigging, con-
servation and a fun Fishing 
Fever competition for begin-
ners! 

 Aspiring anglers can 
learn, practice skills and go 
fishing at the award-winning 
"Ladies, Let's Go Fishing!®" 
Keys University and Fishing 
Fever Tournament, Oct. 7-9 
in the Sport Fishing Capital 
of the World. Hosted by the 
nonprofit Ladies Let‛s Go 
Fishing Foundation, the 
“No-Yelling School of Fish-
ing” offers classroom pre-
sentations, two networking 
events, hands-on skill prac-
tice and optional charter 
boat fishing. Classes will be 
held at the waterfront Elks 
Lodge in Tavernier. No equip-
ment or experience is neces-
sary. 

Optional offshore or 
inshore charter fishing out 
of Islamorada, FL is offered 
on Friday and Sunday with 
prizes awarded for the LLGF 
Fishing Fever tournament. 
Participants can also choose 
to fish from their own boats. 

Activities launch Friday 
evening with a networking 
social. Saturday morning 
indoor presentations begin, 
covering Offshore, Inshore 
and Bottom Fishing, plus 
Fishing Basics and Conserva-
tion. Speakers include Cap-
tains Lee Lavery, Jeanne 
Towne and more. Setting this 
program apart from typical 
fishing classes are the 
hands-on fishing activities 
taught by several guides for 
releasing, knot tying, dehook-
ing, bait rigging, spin casting, 
cast netting and more. A 
second networking party will 
be held afterwards at Sea-
side Glassworks. 

269 fish were caught at 
the 2021 Fishing Fever 
event, including mahi, tuna, 
wahoo, snook, redfish, trout 
and a first-ever sailfish 
release.  

Featured on national 
network television and more, 
the series is supported by 
major partners. Class-
specific contributors are 
listed on the website.

Online early registration 
rate is $125 per person. 
Regular entry is $145. VIP 
registration of $180 offers 
special gifts and discounts. 
The registration fee includes 
instruction, the use of equip-
ment, a welcome reception, 
lunch, Saturday party and 
$20 in gifts. Reservations 
made far in advance are 
recommended. The host 
hotel is Breezy Palms Resort, 
Islamorada, FL. The Taver-
nier Elks Club is located at 
92600 Overseas Hwy, Taver-
nier, FL 33070, MM 92 
Bayside. Ladies may register 
a male guest or teens to 
include the family.

Upcoming 2022 LLGF 
events, with optional or 
included fishing are: 

Sept. 23-24 Guy Harvey 
Outpost Bass Seminar & 
Tournament Camp Mack, 
Lake Wales, FL.

Oct. 7-9 Keys Saltwater 
Weekend Seminar, fishing 
and Fishing Fever tourney 
Islamorada, FL. 

Nov. 19-20 St. Augustine 
Surf Fishing Academy and 
Night of Lights tour.

(L-R) Julie Duncan, 
Pinecrest, FL; Dawn Miller, 

Punta Gorda, FL; Lori 
Limberg, Odell, IL; Donna 

Langston, Satellite Beach, FL 
(in back) on Capt Chris 

Hanson’s Scales2Tails.

Graduates of Ladies Let’s Go Fishing Florida Keys 2021
from several states. 
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2 Seagate Blvd.• MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307 • www.legionpost333.org

American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Come by & see Aimee!
SUN, MON, THU, FRI & SAT nights

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ’til 10pm
Happy Hour 3 to 6 pm

Stop by! Enjoy our shaded outdoor seating!

Thursday Night Jam
from 7 to 10pm

NFL Sunday Ticket
Sun., Mon. & Thurs.

Please wear a mask when not seated. 
We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans.

This is why we have pearock.

GOD to ST. FRANCIS: Frank , 
you know all about gardens and 
nature. What in the world is 
going on down there on the 
planet?  What happened to the 
sea oxeye, Passion flower vine, 
mangroves and stuff I started 
eons ago? I had a perfect 
no-maintenance garden plan. 
Those plants grow in any type of 
soil, withstand drought and salt 
air, and multiply with abandon. 
The nectar from the long-lasting 
blossoms attracts butterflies, 
honey bees and flocks of song-
birds. I expected to see a vast 
garden of colours by now. But, 
all I see are these green and 
white rectangles.

St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes 
that settled there, Lord, from 
all over North America. They 
started calling your flowers 
'weeds' and went to great 
lengths to kill them and replace 
them with grass.

GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. 
It's not colourful. It doesn't 
attract butterflies, birds and 
bees; only sandspurs and chinch 
bugs. It's sensitive to salt and 
drought. Do these settlers 

God & The Settlers
really want all that grass grow-
ing there?

ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, 
Lord. They go to great pains to 
grow it and keep it green. They 
pamper it by fertilizing grass 
and poisoning any other plant 
that crops up in the lawn.

GOD: The rains and warm 
weather probably make grass 
grow really fast. That must 
make the settlers happy.

ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, 
Lord. As soon as it grows a 
little, they cut it-sometimes 
twice a week.

GOD: They cut it? Do they then 
bale it like hay?

ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, 
Lord. Most of them rake it up 
and put it in bags.

GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a 
cash crop? Do they sell it?

ST. FRANCIS: Just the oppo-
site. They pay to throw it away.

GOD: Now, let me get this 
straight. They fertilize grass so 
it will grow. And, when it does 
grow, they cut it off and pay to 
throw it away?

ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir.

GOD: These settlers must be 
relieved in the winter when we 
cut back on the rain. That surely 
slows the growth and saves 
them a lot of work.

ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going 
to believe this, Lord. When the 
grass stops growing so fast, 
they drag out hoses and pay 
more money to water it, so they 
can continue to mow it and pay 
to get rid of it.

GOD: What nonsense. At least 
they kept some of the trees. 
That was a sheer stroke of 
genius, if I do say so myself. 
The trees grow leaves in the 
spring to provide beauty and 
shade in the summer. In the dry 
season, they fall to the ground 
and form a natural blanket to 
keep moisture in the soil then 
rot to create fertilizer. It's a 
natural cycle of life. 

ST. FRANCIS: You better sit 
down, Lord. The settlers have 
created a new cycle. As soon as 
the leaves fall, they rake them 
into great piles and pay to have 
them hauled away.

GOD: No!? What do they do to 

protect the shrub and tree 
roots and keep the soil moist?

ST. FRANCIS: After throwing 
away the leaves, they go out and 
buy something which they call 
mulch. They haul it home and 
spread it around in place of the 
leaves.

GOD: And where do they get 
this mulch?

ST. FRANCIS: They cut down 
trees and grind them up to make 
the mulch. And some settlers 
get so frustrated that they 
scrape away even the grass and 
create the white squares of 
pearock. When the small plants 
try their best to grow in these 
rocks, they poison them. 

GOD: Enough! I don't want to 
think about this anymore. 

St. Catherine, you're in charge 
of the arts. What movie have 
you scheduled for us tonight?

ST. CATHERINE:

'Dumb and Dumber,' Lord. It's a 
story about.... 

GOD: Never mind, I think I just 
heard the whole story from St. 
Francis.

Rest in Peace
Kitty Kruse

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

 

JOIN 
US! 

Fall Festival 2022  
Saturday, November 12, 2022 

 
 

Garden Walk 2023 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 

Francis Tracy Garden Center, 94040 Overseas Highway, Tavernier, FL 33070 

Membership Meeting & Garden Tour 
 Tuesday, September 20, 2022, 11 AM  
Speaker: Jason L. Downing, PHD/Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden  

Topic: Million Orchid Project  

 

Francis Tracy Garden Center Cleanup 
 Tuesday, September 6, 2022, 9-11 AM 

please bring your own work gloves—we’ll supply tools and water 

Image of Poeppig’s Rosemallow from the Francis Tracy Gardens by photographer Louise Lindsay

www.gardenclubupperkeys.org

We came to dip our toes in the 
live-aboard life and got hooked!

“My husband and I are boat 
owners in Lake Michigan and 
have fantasized about a life 
at sea for years. Finally we 

decided to make this dream a 
reality and test it out aboard 
Captain Kenny and Captain 
Monica’s License to Chill. We 

got hooked! 

Not only did we love getting 
to know License to Chill and 
the lifestyle it provides, we 

also loved getting to know our 
hosts! Kenny and Monica are 
wonderful hosts, listeners, and 

story tellers! Their hospitality 
was a tremendous gift. 

My husband and I came 
away with all of our questions 

about boat life answered. 
What we thought we would 

‘License to Chill’ Luxury Yacht

305-906-0306 • captken55@gmail.com
CAPT. KEN & CAPT. MONICA

Boarding in Islamorada

Our guests say it best!
Here’s one of our guest reviews:

do years from now, we now 
want to do asap! If you want 

a hands on, try before you 
buy experience, we highly 

recommend the experience 
on License to Chill.”

Liz Hilton 3/30/2022
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MM104 Bayside - Key Largo 305.453.9066

 

www.jjsBigChill .com

35 HDTVs
FOOD & DRINK

SPECIALS
FOR ALL GAMES!!

35 HDTVs
FOOD & DRINK

SPECIALS
FOR ALL GAMES!!

VOTED BEST
WATERFRONT SPORTS BAR

IN THE UPPER KEYS

WE ARE FOOTBALL!
AND FOOTBALL IS BACK
WE ARE FOOTBALL!
AND FOOTBALL IS BACK

Check out our Newly Renovated
Sports Bar & Restrooms!

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly

Jo
na
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on
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 P
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to
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hy

Free spay and neuter clinics 
at Key Largo Animal Shelter, 
normally every 2 weeks. 

This program is privately funded
by Humane Animal Care Coalition
for Upper Keys residents. 

Please call the shelter for
details and appointments. 

Mile marker 106 Oceanside •  phone 305-451-0088 

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Please help "�x" pet overpopulation
 by spaying and neutering your pets.

WE REMEMBER

Chris “Kiwi” Webster

DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
MUSIC SATURDAY & SUNDAY — ALL DAY!

WELCOME BACK
$1 Drafts All Day

SATURDAY - PRIME RIB DINNER

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 pm EVERY DAY
$1 Drafts

LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:30 PM EVERY DAY

The Hurricane Monument 
memorializes hundreds of 
American Veterans and local 
citizens who died in the Great 
Hurricane of September 2, 
1935.  After World War 1, 
returning veterans were 
promised bonuses but were 
not paid.  As the misery of 
the depression overtook the 
country, many remained 
unemployed and large groups 
assembled in Washington in 
1934, demanding their money.  
The newly created Federal 
Emergency Relief Administra-
tion offered the unemployed 
veterans jobs.  Over 600 of 
these men came to the Keys 
to help complete U.S. High-
way One, adjacent to the 
railroad.

 On September 2, 1935, 
many of the civilians and war 
veterans perished in the 200 

Matecumbe Historical Trust Labor Day Service
In Memory Of Those Who Perished.

mph winds and huge storm 
surge. 

 Each year the Mate-
cumbe Historical Trust holds 
a service to pay tribute to 
those who lost their lives.  

The 1937 dedication of the Hurricane Monument.

The service will start at the 
Islamorada Hurricane Monu-
ment at mile marker 81.5 at 9 
am.  The service will include 
the introduction, Invocation, 
Presentation of Colors, 

National Anthem, guest 
speakers, history of the 
hurricane, the laying of the 
memorial wreath, Taps, 
America the Beautiful, God 
Bless American, and the 
Benediction.  Please join us in 
remembering those who 
perished.  The Wreath is 
sponsored by Centennial Bank.  
For more information, please 
call Barbara at 305-393-
0940.

 

"I cannot go to school today,"
Said little Peggy Ann McKay.
"I have the measles and the mumps,
A gash, a rash and purple bumps.
My mouth is wet, my throat is dry,
I'm going blind in my right eye.
My tonsils are as big as rocks,
I've counted sixteen chicken pox
And there's one more—that's seventeen,
And don't you think my face looks green?"
                                                                     –Shel Silverstein
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Sundays 6pm 
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Mondays 6pm
Bingo

Tuesdays 6pm
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Wednesdays 6pm
Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 7-10pm
Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm
"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. 

GAME NIGHTS

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

HOURS: 11 am - 10 pm

Join Us!
We are a non-smoking facility

Check Facebook for more events.

Live Music
at the Liki Tiki

Friday Nights 7-10pm

Sat. & Sun. Afternoons 3-6pm 

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

COLORFUL

WE  LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages 
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser, 
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad 

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

(Members and Their Guests are Welcome)

Monday :  Line Dancing Lessons 5 pm ($5 cost)
Show me the Money — Fun card game!  6:30 pm

Wednesday :  
Members Only—Queen of Hearts

Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on! 

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com
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Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Friday & Saturday nights from 5:00-9:00 pm
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday for your discount and rewards
  PRIME RIB DINNER - Make Thursday your #datenight $28.95
  SUNDAY - WATCH ALL YOUR NFL GAMES ON 15 TVs!

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp               Prime Rib Dinner                Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!

MM 99.6 Oceanside

INSIDE AIR CONDITIONED DINING ROOM NOW OPEN.

Dine-in or Take-out  Ask about our Daily 
Throw Back Specials!!!

  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

Moonstones, gems named 
for their resemblance to 
the familiar glowing orb in 
the night sky, offer us 
more than mere beauty. 
Their association with 
moon goddesses through-
out the world may explain 
why moonstones‛ qualities 
seem to reach out to 
assist all those who find 
themselves under the 
moon‛s light, from travel-
ers and those at sea to 
lovers and dreamers. 
Throughout the world, 
moonstones have been 
imbued with mystical 
properties that extend 
the fabled powers of the 
moon into daylight hours. 
In India, they are thought 
to give sweet, beautiful 
dreams by night but have 
gained a reputation for 
enhancing intuitive sensi-
tivity and spiritual vision 
of the “third eye” at any 
time of the day. This 
connection to the subcon-
scious was also recognized 
in the Middle Ages in 
Europe, where it was 
believed that gazing into a 

The Mystical Power of Moonstone

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

Throughout the world, moonstones have been
imbued with mystical properties that help us

align with the magic of the moon.
moonstone would cause 
you to fall into a deep 
sleep that allowed you to 
see the future. This 
extends to the power of 
fertility, where in Arabia, 
women sew moonstones 
into their garments to 
enhance their fertility. 
This association with 
fertility even extends to 
the fertility of crops, 
which is why moonstone 
amulets have been seen 
hanging in fruit trees 
before harvest. To fur-
ther enhance the power of 
your moonstone, try put-
ting them outside in the 
light of the full moon.
Moonstones, sometimes 
likened to a raindrop or 
tear, have long reminded 
people in Asia that the 
moon cannot be seen 
during the rain, just as it 
is difficult to see through 
our tears. By bringing love 
and abundance into our 
lives today and helping us 
to see the future, moon-
stones allow us to bring 
the hope of all good things 
into our lives.  

Happy Trails, Hippie Mike

PHOTO BY TODD LOLLIS

REST IN PEACE

Mike Rand

UPPER KEYS SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
�is fundraiser is in lieu of sending students home with the task of selling 
door-to door, collecting money, and delivering goods. Please help us avoid 
that by supporting our PTA with your donation, and helping us achieve our 
goals to support our students and faculty.

�ank you in advance for your support!

Name __________________________________  Phone #______________ 

Student Name _____________________________ Grade _______________ 

___ $15   I do not want to bake, so here is the money I would 
have spent on those cupcakes.

___ $25   I do not want to hit up friends, family, and 
co-workers, so here is the money I would have spent 
buying wrapping paper.

___ $50   I do not want to walk, swim or run in any activity 
that has the word "thon" in it. Here’s the money 1 would 
have spent on my child's "free" t-shirt.

___ $75   I don't want to attend any fancy balls, so here is the 
money I would have spent on a new out�t.

___ $100 I really wouldn't have helped anyway, so here is $100 
to forget my name.

$_______ I am making this donation to express my 
appreciation for having nothing to buy, sell, or do          
except �ll out this form.

Friends of the Key Largo Library

SEPTEMBER BOOK SALE
The entire month of September will bring old 
favorites and new authors for a (gently used) 

Friends Book Sale. Reacquaint yourself with "old 
friends:" Annie Wilkes, Clinton Tyree, Jason Bourne 

and others. Discover new friends that will enter-
tain you over the next few months. 

Take as many books as you like, and for a price 
you can’t resist, just make a donation to the 

Friends of the Key Largo Library. If you donate $10 
or more you get a free book bag along with your 

choice of books.  

The sale runs all month and new books will 
appear, so stop by weekly at the Tradewinds Plaza 

to get the fresh choices. 

Key Largo Library is open Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri - 9-6; 
Wed 9-8; Sat 9-5. (Friends of the Key Largo Library 
fundraises to supplement and support community 

programs at the library.)

The entire month of September will bring old 
favorites and new authors for a (gently used) 

Friends Book Sale. Reacquaint yourself with "old 
friends:" Annie Wilkes, Clinton Tyree, Jason Bourne 

and others. Discover new friends that will enter-
tain you over the next few months. 

Take as many books as you like, and for a price 
you can’t resist, just make a donation to the 

Friends of the Key Largo Library. If you donate $10 
or more you get a free book bag along with your 

choice of books.  

The sale runs all month and new books will 
appear, so stop by weekly at the Tradewinds Plaza 

to get the fresh choices. 

Key Largo Library is open Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri - 9-6; 
Wed 9-8; Sat 9-5. (Friends of the Key Largo Library 
fundraises to supplement and support community 

programs at the library.)
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99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

WEEKLY PROGRAMS

LEGO® Club 
Mondays at 4pm. 
Elementary-age children can 
be creative and build with 
LOTS of LEGOS. Work on 
your own creation or build as 
a team and test your skills 
with building challenges! 

Storytime with Miss Haley 
Tuesday & Thursday 10:30 
am for ages 0-5.
Creative Tuesdays, 1-3 pm
Calling all Artists, new and 
experienced! Bring in items 
you are working on and help 
each other during this fun 
afternoon program. Some-
times a guest artist will have 
a project everyone can enjoy 
creating. 

September 1, 2pm – 3:30 pm 
Great Decisions topic of the 
month: Xi's China takes on 
the Quad. Join us for 
America‛s largest discussion 
group on world affairs. Visit 
the library to read an infor-
mative article about the topic 
ahead of time. At the event, 
we‛ll watch a brief video on 
the month‛s topic before 
breaking into groups to 
discuss the most critical 
global issues facing America 
today. 
September 3, 9:30am The 
Florida Keys Quilters meets 
on the 1st Saturday. 
September 7, 4pm Calling all 
social media managers, soft-
ware developers, music 
makers and everyone in 
between: discover how your 
library card 
provides 
access to 
LinkedIn 
Learning, an 
on-demand 
library of 
instructional videos covering 
the latest business, technol-
ogy, and creative skills. Lap-
tops are available at the 
library for hands-on learning. 
September 7, 6:30pm The 
Upper Keys Fishing Club 
meets on the 1st Wednesday.

September Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

KeysLibraries.org/events 
Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary 
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

Monroe County Public Libraries 
will be closed Monday, Sept. 5 
in observance of Labor Day. The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe County Library System is hosting the following programs this month. 

All library programs are free and open to the public. Program funding provided by the 
Friends of the Key Largo Library. Visit KeysLibraries.Org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, and more.

Tech Tutor
Wednesdays, 1-4 pm 
Drop in for help 
downloading library 
apps to your smart 
phone or tablet. 
Learn how to download 
e-books and e-audiobooks; 
learn how to stream movies 
from Kanopy too. Basic com-
puter help is also available. 
Bring your device and ques-
tions. 

Quit Your Way –                   
Tobacco Free Florida
Wednesdays 1 pm hosted by 
Beth Dunlap, RN and the 
Florida Keys Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) 

Sit + Sew
Fridays, 9:30 am – 
1pm. Bring your 

sewing machine & 
current project. 

Mahjong
Mon., Wed., 
Sat. 1-4pm 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

September 14, 6pm The 
Island of Key Largo Federa-
tion of Homeowner Associa-
tions meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday.
September 21, 10 am-2 pm 
Monthly free Legal Help for 
low-income residents of 
Monroe County. Call (866) 
686-2760, apply online 
legalservicesmiami.org or 

visit the library to pre-
register. Sponsored by Legal 
Services of Greater Miami & 
the Florida Keys. Also Nov. 9 
and Dec. 21. 
September 21, 5:30pm The 
Keys Democrats meets at the 
Key Largo Branch Library. 
Also Oct. 19 & Nov. 16.
September 27 Books on Tap 
Join us at Keys‛ Meads to 
discuss Boys in the Boat: Nine 
Americans and Their Epic 
Quest for Gold at the 1936 
Berlin Olym-
pics by Daniel 
James Brown. 
Copies of the 
book may be 
borrowed at 
the KL 
Library or 
Keys‛ Meads 
and returned 
to library staff the evening of 
the event. Drinks will be avail-
able for purchase. Light snacks 
& water will be provided. 
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New Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

HELP WANTED - FULL TIME

Chapman Septic Service, Inc.
305-453-9304

Looking for full-time help - bookkeeping,
(Quickbooks a plus), making appointments,
dispatching trucks, phone skills, etc.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.

Applications always accepted.

Apply in person.

Open Wednesday - Sunday.

HELP WANTED

American Legion in Key Largo has a 
bartender,  part time, day position open. 

Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm. 
Great pay, fun atmosphere.  

No experience required but helpful.. 

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

BARTENDER

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

Commercial & Residential • State Certified Contractor

info@nwpflkeys.com

CFC057546 / Licensed & Insured
CERTIFIED MASTER PLUMBER SPECIALIST

RAY24-HR
SERVICE

Office: (305) 853-1848
Cell: (305) 772-4580

97671 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo, FL 33037

BuSINESS IN THE KEYS BuSINESS IN THE KEYS

Barbara Eads
GRI, CRS.TRC, CIPS, CLHMS, SFR, REOS
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Barbara Eads Realty, Inc.
91770 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070

Off:   (305) 853-5982 
Cell: (305) 586-7326 
Fax: (305) 853-5987

Email: Barbara@keysforsale.com 
Website: www.keysforsale.com

305-896-1675 call or text
KeysPhoneRepair@gmail.com

KeysSmartphoneRepair.com

PHONES 
FIXED FAST

91831 Overseas Hwy, Suite E,  Tavernier, FL 33070

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

Alexandra Soulis
Owner/Operator

101425 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo, FL  33037 10% OFF 

Holiday Shipping
Nov. 25th thru Dec. 23rd

The UPS Store

p: 305.453.4877
f:  305.453.4878

Hours:
Mon-Fri 7:30am – 6:00pm
Sat 9:00am – 2:30pm
Sun 10:00am – 3:00pm

WE ARE HIRING
AT THE BIG CHILL:

Salad/Raw Bar Cooks
Must have restaurant experience

Dishwashers
AT ENRICO’S MM 88.8

Delivery Driver • Dishwashers
Please apply in person at The Big Chill

or call Amanda 305.453.9066

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Freelance Writer Wanted
The Coconut Telegraph is looking for
a local who wants to earn some extra
money writing about the Upper Keys.

Interested?
Email denisemalefyt@gmail.com

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

Capt. Sterling Kennedy
305 395-0033

www.CaptainSterling.com

CAPTAIN WANTED
Eco Tours and Sunset Cruises

PART TIME & FILL-IN

Dolphins Plus Bayside, Inc. has full-time and 
part-time Guest Service/Photographer positions available 

with benefits included. Responsibilities include taking 
photos of our guests during their encounters, making 
reservations and assisting our guests via phone and in 

person as they check in and out of our facilities. Dolphins 
Plus Bayside, Inc. is located at 101900 Overseas Highway 

Key Largo. Starting pay from $13.50 - $15.60 per hour.
Apply in person, MM101.9 Bayside.

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

 SUE BEAL
305.451.4601

GRAPHIC DESIGN
PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST

by appointment only

�e Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by 
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a 
full-time position open for an Animal 
Control O�cer or Animal Caretaker. 

�e applicants must be energetic, �exible 
with duties and hours. Experience preferred 
but will accept an applicant that loves 
animals. HACC will provide the necessary 
training for the new applicant. 

Salary based on experience/skills. Bene�ts 
include fully paid retirement program, paid 
holidays and annual leave; health insurance. 

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for 
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Position 
Open

I get most
of my

exercise
these days 

from 
shaking 
my head

in
disbelief.

New Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies

The other day my neighbor, who is 
blonde, came running up to me in 
the driveway just jumping for joy! 
l didn’t know why she was jump-
ing for joy. I thought, what the 
heck, and I starting jumping up 
and down along with her. 

She said, “I have some really great 
news!’ I said, “Great. Tell me why 
you’re so happy.” She stopped 
jumping and, breathing heav-
ily from all the jumping up and 
down, told me that she was preg-
nant! 

I knew that she had been trying 
for a while so I told her, “That’s 
great! I couldn’t be happier for 
you.” Then she said, “There’s 
more.” I asked, “What do you 
mean ‘more’?” 

She said, “Well, we are not hav-
ing just one baby. We are going to 
have twins.” Amazed at how she 
could know so soon after getting 
pregnant, I asked her how she 
knew. She said, “That was the easy 
part. I went to CVS and they actu-
ally had a home pregnancy kit in 
a twin-pack. Both tests came out 
positive!”

A cougar went into a bar in 
Austin TX and saw a cowboy 
with his feet propped up on 
a table. He had the biggest 
boots she had ever seen. The 
older lady asked the man “Is 
it true what they say that 
men with big feet are well 
endowed?”

The man grinned and said, 
“Sure is little lady! Why don’t 
you come to my apartment 
and let me prove it to you?”

The lady considered she 
might never get an offer like 
this again and was curious to 
find out for herself so she 
spent the night with him.

The next morning she handed 
him $100 bill.

Blushing, he said, “Well thank 
you I’m really flattered...no 
one has ever paid me for my 
‘services’ before!”

“Don’t be flattered,” she 
replied, ”Take the money and 
buy yourself boots that fit.”

So sister Rita was sitting by her 
convent window one evening as 
she opened a letter from home: 
inside the letter was a $50 note 
from her parents. Sister Rita smiled 
but as she continued to read 
the letter by what was left of the 
last glimmers of daylight coming 
through her window, she noticed 
a shabbily dressed stranger lean-
ing against a lamp post in the 
street below. Quickly she took a 
piece of paper and wrote, “Don’t 
despair - Sister Rita”. She then 
wrapped the £$50 note in it and 
having got the man’s attention, 
she tossed the wrapped note out 
of the window to him. The strang-
er picked it up and read what 
was on the paper. He looked up, 
tipped his hat and slowly made 
his way down the street and into 
the darkness. Meanwhile, Sister 
Rita returned to her letter hoping 
he would use the money wisely.

The following day, Sister Rita was 
told that there was a man at the 
main door of the convent insist-
ing that he should see her so, she 
made her way down the stairs to 
see what the commotion was all 
about. True enough, she found 
the stranger, who she had last 
seen standing in the street, wait-
ing for her. Without a word, he 
handed her an envelope stuffed 
full with $50 notes.

“What’s this?” she asked.

“It’s your winnings Sister,” he re-
plied, “Don’t Despair came in at 
80-to-1.”

A lawyer from Islamorada 
boarded an airplane in Miami 
with a box of frozen stone 
crabs and asked a blonde flight 
attendant to take care of 
them for him.
She took the box and prom-
ised to put it in the crew’s 
fridge.
He advised her that he was 
holding her personally respon-
sible for them staying frozen, 
mentioning in a very haughty 
manner that he was a lawyer, 
and proceeded to rant at her 
about what would happen if 
she let them thaw out.
Needless to say, she was an-
noyed by his behavior.
Shortly before landing in New 
York, she used the intercom to 
announce to the entire cabin, 
“Would the lawyer who gave 
me the crabs in Miami, please 
raise your hand?”
Not one hand went up.... So she 
took them home and enjoyed 
them.
Two lessons here:
1. Lawyers aren’t as smart as 
they think they are.
2. Blondes aren’t as dumb as 
most folks think.

An old man with hearing prob-
lems crashed his car into a very 
expensive automobile. The owner 
of the expensive automobile 
jumps out and confronts the old 
man and says “Give me $10,000 
cash or I will beat you to a pulp!”

The old man replies, “Woah wait 
buddy, I don’t have that much 
money but let me call my son, he 
trains dolphins.”

The old man dials his son as  he is 
about to speak the owner of the 
expensive car yanks the phone 
out of his hand and says “So you 
train dolphins, well your old man 
just hit and damaged my car, you 
bring me $10,000 or I’m gonna 
beat the heck outta him!”

The son answers “Okay, give me 
15 minutes and I’ll be there.” In 
exactly 15 minutes the son pulls up 
in a Jeep, Ten men jump out and 
beat the hell out of the expensive 
car owner.

Meanwhile the son walks over to 
his father and says “Dad I train 
Navy Seals not dolphins”.

A text came in:  Hi, Morris. This is 
Saul, next door. I’ve been riddled 
with guilt for a few months and have 
been trying to get up the courage to 
tell you face-to-face. When you’re 
not around, I’ve been sharing your 
wife, day and night, probably much 
more than you. I haven’t been get-
ting it at home recently. I know that’s 
no excuse. The temptation was just 
too great. I can’t live with the guilt, 
and hope you’ll accept my sincere 
apology and forgive me.
Please suggest a fee for usage and I’ll 
pay you.  - Saul.
Morris, feeling enraged and be-
trayed, grabbed his gun, went next 
door, and shot Saul dead. He re-
turned home, shot his wife, poured 
himself a stiff drink and sat down 
on the sofa. Morris then looked at 
his phone and discovered a second 
text message from Saul.
Saul here again. Sorry about the 
typo on my last text. I assume you 
figured it out and noticed that the 
darned autocorrect had changed 
“wi-fi” to “wife.” Technology, huh? 
It’ll be the death of us all.
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BUYING
Buyers agent is 

buying 
Vintage Costume 

Jewelry
Call & leave msg. 
305-304-2837

THE KEY PLAYERS
 Community Theater Group 
needs volunteers to work 

behind the scenes & 
audition for roles! 

thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern 
and Bromeliad Society 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at the Key 

Largo Civic Club at 
6:00pm.  

Open to the public. 
keysorchidclub@aol.com

Classified ads will not be 
accepted without payment.

CLASSIFIED ADSCOCONUT
TELEGRAPH 

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned 

musicians wanted!  
�e Keys Community 

Concert Band 
begins rehearsals in the fall.

More info call 305-451-4530.  

VESSEL SAFETY
�e USCG Auxiliary 
conducts vessel safety 
checks at Blackwater

Sound Marina, 
MM 103.8 Bayside, every 

third Saturday of the 
month.Public welcome.  

305-998-8400

CLUBS JOBSOPPORTUNITYFOR SALE

PERSONAL

MY BOYFRIEND 
WENT TO JAIL SALE

HIS LOSS, YOUR GAIN
Tools, car stereo, dirt bike, 
electronics, CDs, drums,

and more
305-555-SINGLE

NEW MOVING COMPANY 
UPPER KEYS

WE DO IT ALL.
(IN ONE TRIP!)

Call us 1-555-MOVE-MELOOKING FOR LOVE
Established gentleman.
I own my own home.

Hurricane proof,
as long as it starts up.

MM 110 - Stop by.

SHAMED BY
YOU ENGLISH?

CALL 305-555-HELP

You can speak soon and 
write like a graduate college 
if me let you help for a day 

of 15 minutes!

FACEBOOK
is now hiring.

No need to apply,
we have all your details.

I‛ve found myself in a 
bind. I can‛t pay my rent 

and all I have is my 
prosthetic leg. We‛ve had 
a good run but it‛s time to 

let her go. Serious 
inquiries only. 

305-555-TEXT

WANTED:
Someone to hand feed me 

Doritos so my fingers don't 
get orange. No weirdos.

EVIL GENIUS seeks minions to 
sacrifice their lives in world 
domination attempt. Must be 
prepared to work 24-7 for fascist 
psychopath for no pay. Messy 
death inevitable. Costumes and 
laser death rays provided. No 
weirdos. 

Call: 1-555-MWAH-HAHA

Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Silvia

ShelleyHumphrey KateLuna 

Madonna & MarleyFrankie Oscar Felix Rocky Gilda & Gilbert

Leo

Conch Characters / Around Town

Congrats to graduate Craig Beattie.Alan Truesdell at the Big Chill.
 Photo by Dave Sheehan.

George Adrian Officer on duty
for Jam night at the Legion.

Ukulele Joy practice session at St James the Fisherman Episcopal church. Demolition of Kmart, preparing space for the new Publix in Key Largo.

Full moon over the Big Chill.

Post 333 Jam Band.

Antique Car Show at the Elks to benefit the Musicians' Relief Fund More from the Antique Car Show at the Elks.
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Lorelei can host private parties,
weddings and rehearsal dinners.

See our website for details.

Waterfront
Dining!

 1  
Webb & 

Davidson 
6-10 

2   

Shin Dig 
6-10  

3  
Stereotomy 

6-10 

4  
Davidson & 

Holt 
6-10 

5  
Uncle Rico 

6-10 

6  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

7  
Davidson & 

Kingsley 
6-10 

8  
Davidson & 

Stacey 
6-10 

9  
Brothers Of 

Others 
6-10 

10  
Abstract 

Radio 
6-10 

11  
Davidson & 

Kingsley 
6-10 

12  
 

13  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

14  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

15  
Davidson & 

Stacey 
6-10 

16  
Switch & 
Whisky 

6-10 
Michael 

Trixx 
@Sunset 

17  
Spank The 

Band 
6-10 

18  
Davidson & 

Holt 
6-10 

19  
 

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

20  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

21  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

22  
Davidson & 

Kimball 
6-10 

23  

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

24  
Christopher 
Dean Band 

6-10 

25  
Webb & 

Davidson 
6-10 

26  
 

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

27  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

28  
Webb & 

Davidson 
6-10 

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

29  
Webb & 

Davidson 
6-10 

30  
Brothers Of 

Others 
6-10 

Michael 
Trixx 

@Sunset 

 

 
Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

The Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts


