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Black swans mate for life, and move in unison, and even assist while the other grooms. Photo by Carol Ellis.                 
See her article on pages 4-5.
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A couple of weeks ago I 
went to the Tradewinds 
Plaza to replenish the Coco-
nut Telegraph newspapers, 
as usual, and our rack – that 
had been there at least 7 
years “ was gone!  I called 
the Realty Company that 
owns the plaza, Kimco Realty 
(833-800-4343) and told 
them I would like to have my 
rack back. They said they 
would have the Property 
Manager call me. 

A woman named Julie (786-
206-8757) called and left a 
message. I returned her call 
and all I got was a pack of 
lies. She said my rack was in 
bad shape so they threw it 
out. BULLSHIT! My rack was 
in excellent shape, as every-
one who goes to that location 
will confirm. Everyone knows 

Editorial - Rack of Lies
we kept a constant eye on 
that rack because we’d go 
through hundreds of papers 
there each month. Then 
Julie told me they asked 
around and couldn’t figure 
out who owned it so they 
threw it away. BULLSHIT! 
The Coconut Telegraph was 
proudly emblazoned across 
the front of it and our phone 
number was on the back! 

Each rack costs over a hun-
dred bucks after all is said 
and done. Then Julie told me 
that publication racks are 
not allowed there. Then why 
was mine allowed there for 
over 7 years? There are a 
lot of people who frequent 
that rack that are going to 
be as upset as I am, I told 
her. Currently I am look-
ing for another location to 
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put a rack where the busi-
nesses will appreciate the 
added traffic. We apologize 
to everyone that has been 
inconvenienced by this.

In the meantime, we have 
upped distribution to the 
Key Largo Library and First 
State Bank.

 

Update - I called the com-
pany again to confirm the 
Realty name and was told 
that the Property Manager’s 
name is Diana Desal, not 
Julie. As of press time we 
have not heard back.
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The Coconut Telegraph is 
proud to introduce Coral 
Shores graduate Erin Allison 
as the Executive Director of 
the Florida Keys Wild Bird 
Center. Allison received a 
scholarship from the Rotary 
Club to FIU, where she 
earned her undergraduate 
degree in Interdisciplinary 
Studies, specializing in Edu-
cation, Biodiversity Conser-
vation and Management, and 
Team Management. During 
this time, she served as the 
Outreach Coordinator at the 
FKWBC. 

Allison then spent two 
years in West Virginia con-
ducting research on fresh-
water crayfish and pursuing 
a Masters of Science in 
Biology Degree at West 
Liberty University. Upon 
graduation “she heard there 
was an opening for the 
Executive Director position 
so she applied and was 
hired”, says her proud father 
Callum Allison. 

Erin Allison has striking 
blue eyes that reflect her 
high intellect, self confi-
dence and dedication. “This 

Local Woman Erin Allison Heads Up Wild Bird Center
is my dream job and I love 
the mission,” she mentions as 
she demonstrates one of the 
many different interactive 
educational displays at the 
Mission Wild Bird Hospital at 
MM 92 Oceanside in Taver-
nier. The Hospital is open to 
the public Monday through 
Friday from 9am to 5 pm. 

Don‛t forget to visit the 
Laura Quinn Wild Bird Sanc-
tuary at MM93.6 Oceanside, 
where you can see over 70 
wild birds, learn their sto-
ries and the ways that you 
can help protect our native 
species. Open 365 days a 
year from sunrise to sunset.

What to do if you find a 
bird that needs help? Call 
the 24/7 emergency hotline:  
Birdgency 305-852-4486, 
Ext. 1.

How can you help keep 
them flying? Your tax-
deductible donation goes to 
help buy food, medical care 
and supplies. Visit the web at 
www.keepthemflying.org, or 
Mail a check to Mission Wild 
Bird Hospital 92080 Over-
seas Highway, Tavernier, FL 
33070.

Executive Director Erin Allison next to a photo of Bird Center founder 
Laura Quinn with Bob Gintel, whose support helped greatly to make 
the Wild Bird Center survive and thrive.

Erin has many goals for expanding programs such as the Legacy 
Giving Program and the Volunteer Program, to become more active 
in the community, and she is  expanding the outreach program with 
Outreach Coordinator Maggy Pollicino (305-852-4486 ex. 6). She and 
Maggie are pictured above. One of the things they are working on is a 
yearly event every October, the Owl-o-ween for kids. The date will be 
announced soon.

Rescue  |  Rehabilitate  |  Release 

Open 365 days per year fr� sunrise to sunset

Open Monday �rough Friday fr� 9am-5pm

93600 Overseas Hwy, Tavernier, FL 33070

92080 Overseas Hwy, Tavernier, FL 33070

The Florida Keys Wild Bird Rehabilitation Center, Inc. is a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and 

release of native and migratory wild birds that have been harmed or 
displaced; providing or locating a humane shelter for those birds that 

cannot be released; and educating the public towards the impor-
tance of coexistence with all wild bird species.

Not much on the 
supermarket shelves 

yesterday so I decided 
to improvise.

Dinner last night was 
risotto I made with 
some mushrooms I 
foraged for locally.

Not only was it 
delicious, but soon 
after a Welsh male 

voice choir of purple 
elephants showed up 
and sand the whole 

of Meatloaf ’s Bat 
Out of Hell album, 
accompanied by a       

light show!
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Black Swan  CONTINUED   Photos by Carol Ellis 

Black Swan  CONTINUED   Photos by Carol Ellis unless otherwise noted.

 CAROL ELLIS has lived in 
South Florida  her entire life 
and Key Largo for 37 years.

Currently a Master Gar-
dener volunteer, Carol has 
a degree in Journalism from 
the University of Florida and 
is the resident photogra-
pher /artist at Ocean Reef 
Club.

Huh?  I was more thinking 
this was a gift, and I was 
blessed to witness it.  As a 
child, I recall seeing White 
Mute swans paddling in the 
canal behind our home off 
East Las Olas in Ft. 
Lauderdale. We‛d feed them 
scraps of bread and enjoy 
their presence, but one day 
these graceful creatures, 
whose only predators are 
birds of prey, mysteriously 
disappeared, amidst rumors 
of foul play. Maybe that‛s 
what my husband was 
thinking about…  that 
humans can be so cruel 
sometimes? 
I later returned to the 
cove, and they were still 
there, but a Great Blue 
heron had now befriended 
them, and they were happily 
feeding side-by-side.  I 
thought for a moment, how 
is the Blue heron reacting 
to these strangers? Has it 
ever seen a Black swan, with 
a long neck such as this? All 
of a sudden one of the 
swans fluttered up and 

I couldn't help but wonder 
whether  the Great Blue heron 
was comparing their long necks?

It was another humid 
Florida Keys day, with 
record setting heat, when a 
naturalist friend alerted me 
to a very rare bird sighting. 
The tip came from a true 
photo enthusiast, who sadly 
possessed only an iPhone. I 
gathered up my professional 
photo gear and showed up in 
the hopes of getting a shot. 
OK… Though most of my 
photo archive consists of 
photos of birds flying away, 
I am optimistic. The first 
rule of photography… always 
have your camera ready so 
you can be there to get the 
shot.  The thing about the 
iPhone is you will definitely 
have it when something 
happens, and though they 
are amazing, they fall short 
on details. 
The rare birds were a pair 
of Black Swan (Cygnus 

atratus) which had been parading back-and-forth in a 
small cove on the Atlantic side of North Key Largo.  The 
second rule in photography, is you have to be lucky; I was 
pleased when the swans decided to come to the shore and 
greet me.  My friend called me a “swan magnet.” These 
birds possessed no fear at all.  Was it the bold blue 
hydrangea print dress I was wearing, or maybe I 
represented a source of food, as people tend to befriend 

wildlife in nature.
I lingered for the best part of an hour, took 
dozens of swan portraits, before they 
retreated offshore as the tide was going 
down, and more feeding grounds opened up on 
the flats. It was a breathtaking scene, with 
Carysfort Lighthouse on the distant horizon, 
sport fishing yachts and sailboats passing by, 
and even some paddle-boarders moving 
through. From time to time I would see a flash 
of white feathers, as they dunked and bobbed, 
but wasn‛t sure where on their body, as they 
were so far away, 
Ecstatic that I had been able to witness such 
a beautiful display of nature, I headed home, 
eager to share my discovery with my husband, 
whose first reaction was, “oh that‛s very bad.” 

(www.iNaturalist.org) to 
confirm the identity and 
search for places where 
Black swans had been 
observed; the closest to the 
Keys was Fort Lauderdale, 
but very few overall had 
been reported. There are 
estimated 500,000 Black 
swans in the entire world. 

revealed a beautiful white 
underside to an otherwise 
black feathered body.
I captured many images of 
these swans, both close-up, 
and far away… so much for 
my theory about birds 
flying away!  I logged a few 
photographs on iNaturalist 

Black swans have black plumage, which contrasts with a bright red 
bill with white tip, and red eyes.

Carol photographing black swans.

Black swans impart beauty and uniqueness to any body of water 
lucky enough to host them.

elsewhere.  80% of a swans 
diet consists of plant based 
food sources, but they will 
also eat small fish, 
mollusks, insects, 
crustaceans and worms 
when available.
While online, I checked my 
email, and my husband had 
sent me info about the 
“black swan theory”, often 
used as a metaphor for an 
unexpected event, that 
plays a dominant role in 
history. Up until a Dutch 
explorer in 1697 discovered 
Black swans in Australia, 
people thought that only 
white swans existed. In the 
financial world, a black 
swan event is seen as an 
event that negatively 
impacts the stock market, 
catching investors off 
guard.  Recent examples 
include the dot.com stock 
market crash, and the 

housing crisis that caused 
recession.  Hope that as I 
stand in proximity of a 
ga-zillion dollars worth of 
real estate, their rare visit 
is not a forewarning of 
some future event. 

The Black Swan is a 
non-native species, and 
there are no breeding 
populations in this area, 
They are migratory, and 
their origin is southeast 
and southwest regions of 
Australia. Florida is home 
to three species of swan: 
the Mute swan, the 
Trumpeter swan and 
Whooper swans.  Factors 
that may have attracted 
the Black swans to this area 
include the search for more 
abundant food options, and 
migration patterns. They 
are typically found near 
lakes and ponds, with fresh 
water and cover needed to 
survive, but they frequent 
brackish environments 
during migration times when 
resources become scarce 

Huh?  I was more thinking 
this was a gift, and I was 
blessed to witness it.  As a 
child, I recall seeing White 
Mute swans paddling in the 
canal behind our home off 
East Las Olas in Ft. 
Lauderdale. We‛d feed them 
scraps of bread and enjoy 
their presence, but one day 
these graceful creatures, 
whose only predators are 
birds of prey, mysteriously 
disappeared, amidst rumors 
of foul play. Maybe that‛s 
what my husband was 
thinking about…  that 
humans can be so cruel 
sometimes? 
I later returned to the 
cove, and they were still 
there, but a Great Blue 
heron had now befriended 
them, and they were happily 
feeding side-by-side.  I 
thought for a moment, how 
is the Blue heron reacting 
to these strangers? Has it 
ever seen a Black swan, with 
a long neck such as this? All 
of a sudden one of the 
swans fluttered up and 

Wings raised in an aggressive display 
reveal the white undersides.

It was another humid 
Florida Keys day, with 
record setting heat, when a 
naturalist friend alerted me 
to a very rare bird sighting. 
The tip came from a true 
photo enthusiast, who sadly 
possessed only an iPhone. I 
gathered up my professional 
photo gear and showed up in 
the hopes of getting a shot. 
OK… Though most of my 
photo archive consists of 
photos of birds flying away, 
I am optimistic. The first 
rule of photography… always 
have your camera ready so 
you can be there to get the 
shot.  The thing about the 
iPhone is you will definitely 
have it when something 
happens, and though they 
are amazing, they fall short 
on details. 
The rare birds were a pair 
of Black Swan (Cygnus 

atratus) which had been parading back-and-forth in a 
small cove on the Atlantic side of North Key Largo.  The 
second rule in photography, is you have to be lucky; I was 
pleased when the swans decided to come to the shore and 
greet me.  My friend called me a “swan magnet.” These 
birds possessed no fear at all.  Was it the bold blue 
hydrangea print dress I was wearing, or maybe I 
represented a source of food, as people tend to befriend 

wildlife in nature.
I lingered for the best part of an hour, took 
dozens of swan portraits, before they 
retreated offshore as the tide was going 
down, and more feeding grounds opened up on 
the flats. It was a breathtaking scene, with 
Carysfort Lighthouse on the distant horizon, 
sport fishing yachts and sailboats passing by, 
and even some paddle-boarders moving 
through. From time to time I would see a flash 
of white feathers, as they dunked and bobbed, 
but wasn‛t sure where on their body, as they 
were so far away, 
Ecstatic that I had been able to witness such 
a beautiful display of nature, I headed home, 
eager to share my discovery with my husband, 
whose first reaction was, “oh that‛s very bad.” 

Critters in Our Midst:  Black Swan  by Carol Ellis

(www.iNaturalist.org) to 
confirm the identity and 
search for places where 
Black swans had been 
observed; the closest to the 
Keys was Fort Lauderdale, 
but very few overall had 
been reported. There are 
estimated 500,000 Black 
swans in the entire world. 

revealed a beautiful white 
underside to an otherwise 
black feathered body.
I captured many images of 
these swans, both close-up, 
and far away… so much for 
my theory about birds 
flying away!  I logged a few 
photographs on iNaturalist 

Black swans frequent brackish environments during migration times 
when resources become scarce elsewhere.

elsewhere.  80% of a swans 
diet consists of plant based 
food sources, but they will 
also eat small fish, 
mollusks, insects, 
crustaceans and worms 
when available.
While online, I checked my 
email, and my husband had 
sent me info about the 
“black swan theory”, often 
used as a metaphor for an 
unexpected event, that 
plays a dominant role in 
history. Up until a Dutch 
explorer in 1697 discovered 
Black swans in Australia, 
people thought that only 
white swans existed. In the 
financial world, a black 
swan event is seen as an 
event that negatively 
impacts the stock market, 
catching investors off 
guard.  Recent examples 
include the dot.com stock 
market crash, and the 

When swimming, black swans hold their necks 
arched or erect… Ocean Reef Members Point
in  background.

Black swans mate for life, 
and move in unison, and 
even assist while the other 
grooms.

housing crisis that caused 
recession.  Hope that as I 
stand in proximity of a 
ga-zillion dollars worth of 
real estate, their rare visit 
is not a forewarning of 
some future event. 

The Black Swan is a 
non-native species, and 
there are no breeding 
populations in this area, 
They are migratory, and 
their origin is southeast 
and southwest regions of 
Australia. Florida is home 
to three species of swan: 
the Mute swan, the 
Trumpeter swan and 
Whooper swans.  Factors 
that may have attracted 
the Black swans to this area 
include the search for more 
abundant food options, and 
migration patterns. They 
are typically found near 
lakes and ponds, with fresh 
water and cover needed to 
survive, but they frequent 
brackish environments 
during migration times when 
resources become scarce 
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SPF 50, long sleeve,
fishing performance shirt

in aluminum, blue mist or white.

DRI - FIT
FISHING
SHIRTS

DRI - FIT
FISHING
SHIRTS

Dress like a Florida Keys local and
be comfortable in the sun in our

DRI-FIT shirt designed by
Carol Ellis | Little Salt Photography

featuring original artwork of the

HISTORIC FISHING VILLAGE OF
DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND

SCAN  CODE 

WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE

TO
PURCHASE

ORIGINAL LOCAL ARTWORK BY

On the back of the shirt is Carol’s original image of Fred’s Place - the “Tilton 
Hilton.” �e restaurant, complete with slanting dance �oor, blue crabs and cold 
beer, was located on the curve just across the Monroe County line, in the historic 
�shing village of Downtown Card Sound.

�e photograph, taken in 1988 is a reminder of the once thriving community of 
nonconformists, squatters, and �shermen, who made their living from the 
surrounding waters, mostly by selling blue crabs. In its peak during the late 50’s, 
this area was home to 100 residents, some who had State issued leases for 
“�shing camps.”

Hurricane destruction, along with the politics of environmental safety, ushered 
in clean-up crews and by 2010, just a few wooden docks, and Alabama Jacks 
remain in Downtown Card Sound.

3 0 5 - 4 5 1 - 7 7 7 8

FRED’S TILTON HILTON - DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND ROAD

Discount code “CONCH” for 10% o� �shing shirts

How To 
Keep Your
Cool 

1. Dress appropriately. Wear light colors and light fabrics. 
Stop by the Rain Barrel Clothing Company for the latest in 
Island wear on sale right now.
2. Drink water, lots of it. Drinking beer? Cocktails? Have 
an ice water on the side for hydration.
3. Eat light. Order Chef Clark‛s new diet menu. Low prices 
and delivered right to your door. Nutritics.com. 
4. Embrace air conditioning. Clean your vents. Problems? 
Call Ricky at Keys AC 305-451-9515.
5. Avoid the midday heat. It‛s siesta time!
6. Use a cooling towel or a fragrance spritzer.
7. Enjoy the water! Get on a boat. Call Pirates Cove 
Watersports. Rent a wave runner, go snorkeling,                         
learn to scuba dive!
8. Shower every hour if you have to. 
9. Don't cook. Order pizza. Enrico‛s has the best Italian 
food in the Keys and they deliver.

Boating Industry Magazine 
has selected Betty Bauman, 
Founder of Ladies, Let‛s Go 
Fishing from 120 nominees to 
receive their 2023 Women 
Making Waves honor.
 
Bauman, from Fort Lauder-
dale, FL is recognized for 
Ladies, Let‛s Go Fishing 
(LLGF), created in 1997 as a 
response to the lack of 
opportunities for women to 
enter fishing. Aligned with 
the R3 initiative, LLGF 
brings diversity to the sport 
by engaging and retaining 
female anglers through 
immersion-based educational 
programs, reaching the 
underserved market of 
women and sub minorities. 
The programs feature 
classes, hands-on practice, 
networking and a fishing 
experience in several regions 
of Florida. Fishing venues 
include inshore, offshore, 
freshwater and surf fishing. 
The organization also con-
ducts virtual meetings with 
education and conservation 
elements, international trips, 
fish cooking events and 
online fundraisers for women 
to start their tackle collec-
tion. Generating more than 
9,000 graduates, LLGF is 
supported by sponsors and 
donors to make this year-
long effort possible.
 
Both Bauman and her semi-
nar series, dubbed “The 
No-Yelling School of Fishing” 
are renowned nationally in 
the fishing and marine indus-
tries. Women from 48 states 
have attended. Bauman and 
the organization has 
received several national 
awards: Woman of the Year 
by the American Sportfish-
ing Association, Top 21 Most 

2023 Women Making Waves by Boating Industry Magazine
Honors Betty Bauman, “Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing!”

Influential Marine Industry 
Leaders by Boating Industry 
Magazine, Women of Enter-
prise Award by the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion, Top Women in American 
Boating by BoatU.S. Maga-
zine, Marine Industries 
Association of South Florida 
Award of Excellence, Bass 
Pro Shops Pass It On Award 
and Women Rocking the Web 
by Women in eCommerce.
 
“Our mission is to help 
women feel comfortable 

entering the sport. Ladies, 
Let's Go Fishing is a life-
changing experience for 
women. Get the woman – get 
the whole family!” said 
Bauman as she works on 
national expansion.

 
Bauman has also reached 
millions of women through 
media efforts including many 
TV spots and publications. 
This represents incredible 
exposure for the fishing and 
boating industries.
 
Featured on national network 
television, the series is 
supported by major partners 
too numerous to list.
 
Bauman‛s marine industry 
background includes mar-
keting positions at Well-
craft Marine, Donzi and 
Aquasport before starting 
her own marine marking and 
public relations firm, Me-
troMedia Marketing, Inc., 
serving marine clients as a 
marketing consultant. 
Bauman published magazines 
for fishing tournaments in 
the Bahamas, US Virgin 
Islands and Florida and 
conducted conservation 
programs for the Save Our 
Seas Foundation.
 
More info is on the website 
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com. 
A list of the 30 honorees is 
at https://boatingindustry. 
com/features/2023/06/26/
2023-women-making-waves/.

Congratulations to Betty and 
the LLGF Foundation!
 

UPCOMING EVENT:

Lady Anglers Learning & 
Fishing in the Keys 
Oct. 13-15, 2023 

Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing 
No-Yelling School

Learn from the pros in 
Islamorada & Tavernier,  plus 
fishing, rigging, conservation 

and a fun Fishing Fever 
competition for beginners!

See the Coconut Telegraph 
in September or check the 

web for details:
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com

 

98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

We’re not just Realtors®... we’re also your neighbors!

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net • www.thewasmundteam.com

Jane Wasmund
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

Wendy Ives
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376
GRI

Concrete stilt home on corner lot, surrounded by mature trees for extra 
privacy. Completely renovated w/ bright airy �oor plan and includes an 
all new gourmet quartz kitchen with stainless appliance and designer 
backsplash. Vaulted ceilings, spacious bedrooms, beautiful baths. Reno 
by CBT Constructio, impeccable work. Roof, HVAC & hot water heater - 
all brand new. The lot has plenty of room for your boat, and covered 
parking. Great family neighborhood, located near schools and 
shopping, as well as Pennekamp Park. The New Year would be bright 
with you and your family in this wonderful home....

GREAT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. Priced per current 
appraisal. Located in Key Largo - this 6 unit 
commercial building has a great highway frontage 
location. Current use is 3 rentals on top, with 3 o�ce 
units below. CBS structure. Many possibilities and 
priced to sell.

103365 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo 241 Lignumvitae Dr., Key Largo

REDUCED
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Chef Clark Huff
C.E.C., CCA.

Let us cook for you!
Chef'’s Specialities

Keto and Low Calorie Menus
     available weekly on Mondays
     via Facebook @OceanBayDining
or by request via text msg to 1-888-403-4503

Catering services available
for 6 to 600 guests

Custom tailored to your Event

Contact Chef Clark 501-626-2424
OceanBayDining@gmail.com

OCEAN BAY
MEAL PLANS

OCEAN BAY CATERING

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

For All Your Electrical Needs

Open to the Public
LOCATED INSIDE VENETIAN SHORES

Now Hiring!
CED ISLAMORADA

(305) 946-1930
110 PORTO SALVO DRIVE
ISLAMORADA, FL 33036

Peggy Caswell was the 
first victim of breast cancer 
that I knew personally. She 
played the piano/keyboard in 
one of the very first bands to 
hire me as an aspiring guitar 
player.

She read music and 
charted out all the songs we 
played. The other guitarist in 
the band was a lot like me; 
better at leads than finding 
the right chords. She would 
whip us into shape, showing us 
the proper chords to play but 
she was dependent on her 
charts, or so she thought.

She would bitch at the 
guitar players for using too 
many effects and as an inse-
cure young gu,itar player I 
tended to hide behind a wall 
of effects…echoes, reverbs, 
digital delays. One night she 
“stole” my new Boss ME-1 
pedal. I had to play all night 
“naked,” nothing to cushion 
the blow of my sloppy fingers 
on the fretboard.

By the end of the gig I 
had learned how to make tone 
with my hands, not a box on 
the floor. At the time I was 
LIVID! The next week it 
“magically” appeared at the 
gig and being the gullible 
trusting soul I am, I com-
pletely believed her when she 
said that it was just “there.” I 
didn‛t bother to plug it in. I 
gave the pedal away to a 
beginner guitar player.

The other guitar player, 
bassist, drummer and I had 
been conspiring to hide her 
sheet music from her as that 
was the only thing we could 
pick on her about. I‛ve always 
been a ”No Music Stands On 
Stage” type…have your shit 
down pat BEFORE public 
display. Nowadays everybody 
has these damn pads affixed 
to the mic stand…and they 
still blow the melody. At any 
rate…

A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn
She guarded her music 

“bible” as if it were hand 
written by the prophets and 
the saviors themselves. It was 
going to take some serious 
Mission: Impossible trickery… 
and she was smarter than the 
rest of us…and paranoid about 
us stealing her sacred note-
book although since there was 
intent to scheme, the paranoia 
was justified. It seemed it 
was going to require a confed-
erate on the inside.

She was a great player, 
she never really looked at the 
sheet music anyhow. She 
didn‛t flip the pages or look up 
the next song, it was more a 
handy place for her set list. 
Still, she had to have it.

Her husband wasn‛t about 
to help; he didn‛t like any of 
us. The other guitar player‛s 
wife who sang a sets worth of 
songs wasn‛t going to betray 
the sisterhood... Our big 
chance came when her car was 
in the shop and her husband 
wouldn‛t do without his car, 
forcing her to ride with the 
pothead guitar player.

I was to pick her up for 
the gig and back in those days 
one of my nicknames was Late 
Luke (that‛s a whole nother 
story). Peggy was the polar 
opposite, always the first one 
to show. Needless to say she 
felt quite harried by my 
tardiness and I took full 
advantage of the confusion.

She was a “bring home the 
bacon and fry it up in the pan” 
kind of modern woman. (You‛re 

getting on if you remember 
that commercial). She was 
still barking orders to her 
husband and boys as I helped 
load her stuff in the back of 
my Mustang. Then it hap-
pened. THE opportunity.

Sitting right there, pretty 
as you please, unattended, 
unguarded, was the Holy Grail. 
Her trusted companion, just 
like Linus‛ security blanket  I 
could have picked it up and 
placed it in the car…I could 
have. But I placed it on a top 
shelf in their garage. She was 
very petite so it was out of 
sight, out of mind as she 
stormed out of the kitchen 
door into the garage, 
exchanging harshness with 
her old man as I opened the 
door to my car for her to 
jump in.

In her rush, she didn‛t 
even think about her bible, 
she was too busy chewing on 
me for being so nonchalant 
about time. Being the bad 
influence I‛ve always been, I 
had her drinking a beer with 
me on the way. She wasn‛t the 
party girl she was before 
having children but that girl 
was still there and I am known 
to drive a person to drink.

The rest of the band were 
caught off guard by Peggy‛s 
intensified personality, she 
was usually the shy one, pre-
ferring sobriety over indul-
gence. Usually. She was trying 
to make fun of me by pre-
tending to move in slow motion 
while she sucked down 
another beer. The other 
guitar player and bass player 
had the “PA” already in place 
so it only took a couple of 
minutes to get Peggy and I set 
up and we immediately kicked 
off the first song.

She was still so hacked at 
me for making her “late” that 
she shot me the shit eye 
every chance she got during 

the first set. It wasn‛t until 
the end of the set that she 
noticed something missing. 
We started to play a song 
that Sue wanted to sing and 
she reached for the book that 
wasn‛t there.

We were playing at 
Desperado‛s on Cocoa Beach 
so that was the song Sue 
wanted to sing. Peggy played it 
perfect at practice. “I can‛t 
play this!” she said in a panic.

“Sure you can” said the 
eternally optimistic and per-
petually happy Dave on guitar 
as well as on Sue.

”Start it on guitar.” 
”No, it‛s a piano song” 

complains Sue who demanded, 
but seldom got, note for note 
perfection.

A tense exhange ensured 
while the  bar crowd quickly 
becomes restless.The man-
ager is concerned.

Peggy is frozen. I lean 
over to remind her what key 
the song is in like a smart ass 
but I got it wrong. That 
aggravated her enough that 
she started playing the intro 
perfectly, like always. She 
gave me the shit eye all night.

After the gig as I was 
dropping her off and unloading 
her gear I pointed out where 
I had hidden her bible. Never 
saw it again after that, she‛d 
come through, trial by fire. 

Peggy had beat breast 
cancer or so we thought. It 
came back with a vengeance 
and took her beautiful soul 
from the world before she 
really even got started living. 
Dedicated to Kathy Snow and 
Debbie Johnson, survivors. 
Peace and Love & Kindness. Luke

Luke Sommer 
Glenn is a 
local 
entertainer 
and Conch 
Character. 

www.lukesommerglenn.com 
For more info:

Pink Lady

L-R Moose, Peggy, Dave, Kirk, Sue, 
The Hog Heaven Band circa 1989.

FREE 
ESTIMATE WE WORK & THINK GREEN 

·  CARPENTRY ·  PLUMBING 

·  MASONRY ·  PAINTING 

·  SHEETROCK & TAPING 

No job is too big or too small 

ROGER CALLISTE 
 

772-227-0705 
2 

4SPICEMAN@GMAIL.COM 

Serving Homestead to 
Islamorada 

The best team to build your dreams! 



10 • The Coconut Telegraph • August 2023 August 2023 • The Coconut Telegraph • 11

DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
MUSIC SATURDAY & SUNDAY — ALL DAY!

WELCOME BACK
$1 Drafts All Day

SATURDAY - PRIME RIB DINNER

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 pm EVERY DAY
$1 Drafts

LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:30 PM EVERY DAY

You need water… Call Us!
Home and Office 

Water Delivery Service 
• Crystal Hill Purified $7.95 

• SummerhouseSpring $8.95 

• Delivery Fee $10.00

For more information 
please call or text:

Frank Becerra 786-685-9911

Ariadna Ferret 786-553-8098

had a few glasses of wine 
when something from under 
the kitchen sink took off as 
fast as a bat out of hell and 
rapidly zipped across the 
tile the minute I flicked on 
the light switch. 

Woosh! It looked like a 
speeding cat turd on wheels! 
Just then my cat took off 
after it and pinned the thing 
against the wall. I took one 
look at it and froze, shivers 
went up my spine, my hair 
stood on end. It was a mon-
ster of a cockroach! I 
grabbed the shoe off my 
foot and soon realized I 
couldn't kill the sumbitch 
with a high heel even if it 
was a vintage designer Can-
dies. My head circled like 
the exorcist, I must locate a 
potential murder weapon! 

Briefly I thought about 
my 38 caliber with the laser. 
Nope. Too dangerous, I 
could shoot up the house and 
the neighbors might call the 
cops. There's no law against 
bugs breaking and entering. 
I wondered if there were 
roaches at the jail... 

Just about then the cat 
lifted its paw and monster 
bug flipped, became 
airborne and landed smack 
dab on my nose. I hit myself 
in the face with the shoe. 

The flying turd flew off 
and landed on all six feet 
and then zig zagged under 
my hutch. Ok, its 
11:00 PM and I'm 
barefoot, alone 
with a cockroach 
on steroids. I 
reached for the 
broom but 
before I could 
do anything I 
had to sit down 
and put my head 
between my legs 
before I hyper-
ventilated 
myself uncon-

Palmetto Bugs Aren't Cute
"How can you live in 

Florida with all those bugs!?, 
said my mother more than 
once.  "What bugs?' I 
replied. I thought she was 
talking about the blood 
thirsty mosquitos because 
I've never seen love bugs in 

the Keys, they don't come 
this far south. With all the 
beauty that surrounds us 
why worry about some pesky 
little bugs? That was before 
I met my first palmetto bug. 

I came home late one 
night and I must admit I'd 

scious. I thought about the 
jail some more. 

I knew I wouldn't sleep 
with a lurking Godzillabug in 
the house. Then I remem-
bered my phone. Gotta call 
someone fast. Got the 
recording at animal control. 
Now I'm really screwed. It 
was either escape the house 
and look for a motel 
vacancy or go to battle with 
the bug. I swished the 
broom sideways under the 
hutch and only captured 
some dust bunnies. "That 
does it!" I screamed and 
rammed the broom under 
the furniture like a mad-
woman on an adrenalin rush, 
which, of course, I was. 

Mr. Palmetto bug limped 
out the side. Euphoria, I'd 
crippled the bastard! Yellow 
goo, the color of new born 
baby poo, was oozing out his 
backside. With the shoe I 
coaxed the creepy crippled 
critter onto the dust pan 
and raced with my heart 
pumping two time cucaracha 
to the bathroom and gave 
the king of bugs a royal 
flush. 

The next day I went to 
the grocery store and pur-
chased Harris's Famous 
Roach Tablets. Tossed them 
under appliances and furni-
ture, safely away from 
children and animals. It did 
the trick!

2 Seagate Blvd.• MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307 • www.legionpost333.org

American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ’til 10pm
Happy Hour 3 to 6 pm

Stop by! Enjoy our shaded outdoor seating!

Thursday Night Jam from 6 to 10pm

We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans.

Stop by and see Aimee!
Sun. 12-10 pm, Mon,Thurs, Fri, Sat 5-10 pm

Free spay and neuter clinics 
at Key Largo Animal Shelter, 
normally every 2 weeks. 

This program is privately funded
by Humane Animal Care Coalition
for Upper Keys residents. 

Please call the shelter for
details and appointments. 

Mile marker 106 Oceanside •  phone 305-451-0088 

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Please help "�x" pet overpopulation
 by spaying and neutering your pets.
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Sundays 6pm 
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Mondays 6pm
Bingo

Tuesdays 6pm
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Wednesdays 7pm
Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 8pm
Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm
"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. 

GAME NIGHTS

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

Winter Hours 11am - 11pm

Join Us!

We are a non-smoking facility

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo One Moose Lodge

Live Music
at the Liki Tiki

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons  5 pm ($5 cost)
 Show Me the Money — Fun card game!   6:30 pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts
Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) 

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com

Islamorada
Outdoor
Furniture

at the Rain Barrel

MM 86.7 Open 9-5 Daily
TeakNearMe.com

$100 OFF
ANY POLY SET

with this coupon

MM 86.7 • Open 9-5 Daily • 609-287-1767
86700 Overseas Highway

Visit the Rain Barrel Clothing Company for
50% OFF ALL LADIES WEAR
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Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp               Prime Rib Dinner                Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!
  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

MM 99.6
OceansideSIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Friday & Saturdays from 5-9 pm
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday for your discount and rewards
  PRIME RIB DINNER - Make Thursday your #datenight $28.95

 Ask about our Daily Throw Back Specials!!!

C�e by Water!

Ask about boat slips
reserved for 

restaurant customers.
 

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

I read the glowing reviews 
before booking our trip. To cut 
to the chase: the high marks 
are well-earned. Captain 
Kenny and Monica craft a 
brilliantly fun time. My husband, 
brother and sister-in-law did a 
two-day cruise and could not 
stop smiling and grinning. 

Kenny and Monica made us 
feel so at home. The meals 
were perfect; attractively 
presented and very tasty. The 
water activities and cruising the 
coast were massive fun. 

All of this you will read in other 
reviews, so I'll state a few cool 
things that you might not get 
from the other reviews. They 
really pay attention to what 
YOU like and adjust 
accordingly. For example, 
Monica tweaked the original 
menu to adapt to some quirks 
with our Midwestern palates. 

305-906-0306 • captken55@gmail.com
CAPT. KEN & CAPT. MONICA

Boarding in Islamorada

They could tell we really 
enjoyed the paddleboarding 
so they snuck in another 
excursion the morning we were 
to depart. And the 
evenings--oh my. We had 
background music playing all 
day. Somehow that morphed 
into a challenge game of 
"Name that Tune", then 
dancing and singing. So, Cap'n 
Kenny also deserves the title of 
DJ Kenny.All in all, this was a 
SPECTACULAR trip. I really hope 
to do it again sometime. 

 —Shelly (May 28th-30th)

Our guests say it best!
Here’s one of our guest reviews:

‘License to Chill’ Luxury Yacht
Rest in Peace

 Lore�a Smallwood

Luke
Sommer
Glenn

Thurs.
5-9pm

Support Live Music in the Upper Keys!

Get Your Tee Shirt Today!

The Musicians Relief Fund
aids local entertainers in need.

100% of the sale of these shirts
goes to the Musicians Relief Fund.

Available at the Elks Lodge in Tavernier. 
Or email Denise at theconchtelegraph@gmail.com
or mail a check (payable to Florida Keys Elks Lodge)

with your order to Coconut Telegraph
101425 Overseas Hwy. • PMB #628 • Key Largo, FL 33037

(Add $8 shipping per shirt if you want it mailed to you, and 
don’t forget to tell us Men or Women’s and what size(s) you want.)

$20

MEN’S
(CREW NECK)

LARGE, XL & 2XL
WOMEN’S

(V-NECK)
LARGE, XL & 2XL

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

BACK
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99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

Story 
Time 
Tuesdays 
& Thurs-
days at 
10:30 a.m. for ages 0-5.

Creative Tuesdays, except 
July 4, 1-3 p.m. Calling all 
Artists, new and experienced! 
Bring in items you are work-
ing on and help each other 
during this fun afternoon 

program. Sometimes a 
guest artist will 
have a project 
everyone can enjoy 

creating.

Quit Your Way – 
Tobacco Free 
Florida 
Wednesdays,  
1 p.m. Counseling and free 
nicotine replacement therapy. 
Hosted by Beth Dunlap, RN, 
Florida Keys Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC)

Tech Tutor 
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. 
Bring your device 
and questions to the 
Key Largo Library 

for one-on-one help.

Sit + Sew          
Fridays 9:30am – 
1p.m. Bring your 
current project and 
meet new friends.

Mahjong 
Wednesdays 
& Saturdays 
1-4p.m.

 August 3, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Foreign Policy Association 
Great Decisions topic of the 
month: Political Trends in 
Latin America. Join us for 
America‛s largest discussion 
group on world affairs. Visit 
the library for an informative 
article on the topic to read 
ahead of time. We‛ll watch a 
brief video on the topic, then 
discuss the most critical 
global issues facing America 
today. Sponsored by Friends 
of the Key Largo Library. 

August 5, 9:30 a.m.
The Florida Keys Quilters 
meet the 1st Saturday of the 
month. Check their Facebook 
page for details. 

August 8, 3:30 p.m. 
Cancer 101: 
Attend this informative 
program to receive answers 
to the following questions: 
What is cancer? Who can get 
cancer? Where can I get 
cancer? When does cancer 
spread? How can I reduce 
the chances of cancer and 
why should I care about 
cancer? Q&A to follow. Par-
ticipants will receive a free 
goodie bag. Presented by 
Sylvester Comprehensive 
Cancer Center. 

August 10, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Adult Craft Program: 
Check the library‛s website 
for details. Supplies 
provided. Registration 
encouraged. 

August 22, 6-7:45p.m. 
Books on Tap: 
Join us at Keys‛ Meads on the 
4th Tuesday of the month to 
discuss The House of Eve by 
Sadeqa Johnson. Borrow the 
book from the Key Largo 
Library or the ebook 
through 
Libby. 
Drinks 
are avail-
able for 
purchase. 
99411 
Overseas 
Hwy.    
Unit 6. 

August 2, 9 a.m.-noon
Plant Clinic. 
Master Gardener Volunteers 
will be onsite to help with 
plant identification, disease 
diagnosis, insect 
identification/ problems, and 
other services related to 
diagnosing gardening and/or 
landscape problems. New 
location: Key Largo Public 
Library, every 1st Wednesday 
of the month. 

August 2, 1 p.m. 
Island Dolphin Care Touch 
Tank: join us as we explore a 
variety of ocean creatures 
with the. Children will be able 
to touch and interact with 
sea life and learn more about 
the marine world that sur-
rounds the Florida Keys.

August Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe County Library System is hosting the following programs this month. 
All library programs are free and open to the public. Program funding provided by the 

Friends of the Key Largo Library. Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, and more.

SPECIAL EVENTS  WEEKLY PROGRAMS 

BOOKTROVERT
A PERSON WHO PREFERS

THE COMPANY OF
FICTIONAL CHARACTERS TO

REAL PEOPLE

The Key Largo Branch is 
temporarily closed on 

Mondays.

The first public library in the 
Florida Keys opened in Key 
West in 1853. Today, Monroe 
County Public Library serves 
more than 350,000 adults and 
youth, via five locations, from 
Key Largo to Key West. We 
strive to meet the changing 
access and literacy needs of 
residents and visitors alike, 
without discrimination of any 
kind. Our policies are informed 
by the Monroe County Library 
Advisory Board, the American 
Library Association’s Code of 
Ethics/Library Bill of Rights, 
and feedback from our patrons. 
We hope you’ll feel free to 
contact us. We are grateful for 
the support of our Friends 
groups throughout the Florida 
Keys. 
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Dolphins Plus Bayside, Inc. has full-time and 
part-time Guest Service/Photographer positions available 

with benefits included. Responsibilities include taking 
photos of our guests during their encounters, making 
reservations and assisting our guests via phone and in 

person as they check in and out of our facilities. Dolphins 
Plus Bayside, Inc. is located at 101900 Overseas Highway 

Key Largo. Starting pay from $13.50 - $15.60 per hour.
Apply in person, MM101.9 Bayside.

Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.

Applications always accepted.

Apply in person.

Open Wednesday - Sunday.

HELP WANTED

American Legion in Key Largo has a 
bartender,  part time, day position open. 

Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm. 
Great pay, fun atmosphere.  

No experience required but helpful.. 

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

BARTENDER

 SUE BEAL
305.451.4601

GRAPHIC DESIGN
PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST

by appointment only

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

BUSINESS IN THE KEyS BUSINESS IN THE KEyS

Barbara Eads
GRI, CRS.TRC, CIPS, CLHMS, SFR, REOS
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Barbara Eads Realty, Inc.
91770 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070

Off:   (305) 853-5982 
Cell: (305) 586-7326 
Fax: (305) 853-5987

Email: Barbara@keysforsale.com 
Website: www.keysforsale.com

305-896-1675 call or text
KeysPhoneRepair@gmail.com

KeysSmartphoneRepair.com

PHONES 
FIXED FAST

91831 Overseas Hwy, Suite E,  Tavernier, FL 33070

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

WE ARE HIRING
AT THE BIG CHILL:

Servers
with at least three years experience

Barbacks

AT ENRICO’S MM 88.8
Pizza Makers and Cooks 

Please apply in person at The Big Chill
or call Amanda 305.453.9066

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

�e Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by 
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a 
full-time position open for an Animal 
Control O�cer or Animal Caretaker. 

�e applicants must be energetic, �exible 
with duties and hours. Experience preferred 
but will accept an applicant that loves 
animals. HACC will provide the necessary 
training for the new applicant. 

Salary based on experience/skills. Bene�ts 
include fully paid retirement program, paid 
holidays and annual leave; health insurance. 

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for 
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Position 
Open

New Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Help Wanted
Kitchen Assistant/Barback

Apply in person between 3 and 10 pm

at Elks Lodge MM 92.6 Tavernier.

See bartender for application.

$15 per hour.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Tim Dressing
Vocalist • Solo Musician

305.522.3982
www. timdressing.com

Organ · Piano · Keyboard
Trumpet · Cornet

Flugelhorn

MissionFromMom.Com

E
WE DO THE RESEARCH YOU GET THE LOAN

Get in Touch

Visit Us

Scan the QR code to fill out a loan application!

Sent from my iPhone

Lissette
Romero
Broker

WE DO THE RESEARCH, YOU GET THE LOAN

FLORIDAMORTGAGELAB.COM

305.878.3358
lissette@floridamortgagelab.com

102901 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY • KEY LARGO, FL 33037

irisfromthekeys@yahoo.com

Iris Marie McDonald, P.A., Since 1988 • Your Luxury REAL ESTATE Agent

Key Largo - Islamorada - Delray Beach - Venice Island - RedlandKey Largo - Islamorada - Delray Beach - Venice Island - Redland

Illustrated Properties

Call or Text Iris:

561.400.5607
She’ll Show You!

Your H�e, Your Future ... Is My C�mitment.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

REAL WORLD

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

The National Weather
Service has just published
instructions on
how to bake a lasagna
in your mailbox.

Well, it's August and 
over 100 degrees.
Walmart should be putting 
the Christmas stuff out 
any day now.
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies My girl bought
some lingerie. 
She said she
bought it for 
me, but got upset
when I put it on.  
I don't get women. 

Pesky neighbors always wanting 
to swim in your pool? 

Not a problem when you have a 
genuine giant Palmetto Bug �oat.

Why I Mow My Own Lawn...

One day, shortly after joining the 
PGA tour in 1965, Lee Trevino, a 
professional golfer and married 
man, was at his home in Dallas, 
Texas mowing his front lawn, as 
he always did.

A lady driving by in a big, shiny 
Cadillac stopped in front of his 
house, lowered the window and 
asked,”Excuse me, do you speak 
English?”

Lee responded, “Yes Ma’am, I do.”

The lady then asked, “What do 
you charge to do yard work?”

Lee said, “Well, the lady in this 
house lets me sleep with her.”

The lady hurriedly put the car into 
gear and sped off.

I recently picked a new 
primary care doctor. After 
two visits and exhaustive lab 
tests, she said I was doing 
fairly well for my age. (I am 
past seventy five).

A little concerned about that 
comment, I couldn’t resist 
asking her, ‘Do you think I’ll 
live to be 80?’   

She asked, ‘Do you smoke 
tobacco, or drink beer, wine 
or hard liquor?’   ‘Oh no,’ I 
replied. ‘I’m not doing drugs, 
either.’

Then she asked, ‘Do you eat 
rib-eye steaks and barbecued 
ribs?’’

I said, ‘Not much... My for-
mer doctor said that all red 
meat is very unhealthy!’

‘Do you spend a lot of time 
in the sun, like playing golf, 
boating, sailing, hiking, or bi-
cycling?’  ‘No, I don’t,’ I said.  

She asked, ‘Do you gamble, 
drive fast cars, or have a lot 
of sex?’   ‘No,’ I said...

She looked at me and said, 
‘Then, why do you even give a 
shit?’

I got pulled over on the way back 
home from grabbing McDonald’s 
with my niece. I was going 12 
mph over the speed limit.      

As the officer started walking up 
to my car, I rolled all of my win-
dows down. My adorable and 
apparently INCREDIBLY smart 
7-year-old niece started scream-
ing from the backseat, “It’s com-
ing out! I can’t hold it any lon-
ger! It’s almost here!!!” Now the 
trooper is HEARING her scream 
this and he leans in the window 
and asks her, “What’s going on 
here???” 

She looks him dead in the face 
and says, “I’ve got poop coming 
outta my butt!!” 

He started laughing! I was 
shocked and embarrassed. He 
asked how far I had to go, which 
was about 3 miles home. He told 
me to drive safe and get Miss 
Pupu Butt home to do her busi-
ness. He could NOT stop laugh-
ing! As soon as we pulled away I 
asked, “What was that about???”

My niece smirked and saidl “I saw 
it on YouTube but I didn’t think it 
would work.” 

I said, “So, you’re not pooping?” 
She said nope and you’re not 
in trouble either. This lil girl is my 
hero!!!

A blonde heard that milk baths 
would make her beautiful. She left 
a note for her milkman to leave 25 
gallons of milk. 

When the milkman read the note, 
he felt there must be a mistake. 
He thought she probably meant 
2.5 gallons, so he knocked on the 
door to clarify the point.

The blonde came to the door and 
the milkman said, ‘I found your 
note asking me to leave 25 gallons 
of milk. Did you mean 2.5 gal-
lons?’ 

The blonde said, ‘I want 25 gal-
lons. I’m going to fill my bathtub 
up with milk and take a milk bath 
so I can look young and beautiful 
again.’ 

The milkman asked, ‘Do you want 
it pasteurized?’

The blonde said, ‘No, just up to my 
tits. I can splash it on my face.’

Yesterday I received a friend re-
quest from a young, attractive girl, 
about 20 years old... I was curious.

I wanted to know why someone 
that young wanted to be my Face-
book friend. So I accepted it. Then 
she started sending me private 
messages...

She called me handsome . She 
asked my age. I’m not a liar so I 
told her and reminded her I’m 
quite a bit her senior. Within a 
short time, she asked if we could 
talk about ‘adult things’.

I said ok. Then she  said “OK stud, 
you start…” 

So I did! I told her adult things 
like I have arthritis and my knees 
hurt badly. My back acts up when 
it is cold outside. I explained that I 
have crazy insomnia. Didn’t forget 
to tell her about my asthma in-
haler. Can’t forget that. I told her, 
sometimes I wake up with horrible 
neck pain and that sometimes my 
back cracks when when I’m get-
ting out of bed. Not to forget my 
restless leg pain during night. And 
yessss the burps & the farts loud 
enough to wake up the neighbors!

I was as honest as I could be about 
ADULT THINGS so I don’t un-
derstand why she blocked me?

I think the 
scariest part of 
that song 
"Born To Be Wild" 
is when they find 
a head out on the 
highway. 

You don't become cooler 

with age but you do 

care progressively less 

about being cool, which 

is the only true way to 

actually be cool. 

The Geezer's Paradox
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Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

George & Ringo

IrvingHarvey John & Paul

Tess & Tina ScarlettReggie

Jade Kiara 

Leo

BUYING
Buyers agent is buying 

Vintage Costume Jewelry
Call & leave msg. 
305-304-2837

THE KEY PLAYERS
 Community Theater Group needs 
volunteers to work behind the 

scenes & audition for roles! 
thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and 
Bromeliad Society 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at the Key Largo Civic 

Club at 6:00pm.  
Open to the public. 

keysorchidclub@aol.com

Classified ads will not be 
accepted without payment.

CLASSIFIED ADS
COCONUT TELEGRAPH 

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned

musicians wanted!  
Keys Community Concert Band 

begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.  

VESSEL SAFETY
�e USCG Auxiliary conducts 

vessel safety checks at 
Blackwater Sound Marina, 

MM 103.8 Bayside, every third 
Saturday of the month.Public 

welcome.  305-998-8400

CLUBS

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col.inch per month!
Bold Listing $12./inch per mo.

Classi�ed Display Space  $15/inch.

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Hwy., by Publix at Tradewinds

Questions? Call 305•304•2837.

Drop off your ad and payment at

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly
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Conch Characters / Around Town

 (L-R) Pitbull, Coach Jimmy Johnson & 
DJ Laz at JJ’s Sports Bar at the Big Chill.

Our Ocean Reef display rack.Having a hopping good time with 
Bullfrog Karaoke.

 At the Moose - Jimmy Hawklins, Tony Tome
 and Lisa Walker. Not pictured Tony Tortollette.

Congratulations to Team Contagious in the Islamorada 
Fishing Club’s Captains Cup Dolphin Tournament!

The Billy Knowles Memorial Poor Boys Tarpon Fly 
Tournament 2023 crew.

Captains Monica & Kenny:
Happy birthday Monica!

Tony Tone and Jason Tortollette
at the Moose.
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Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

The Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

 1  
Micah 
6-10 

2  
Kimball, 
Bacen & 
Davidson 

6-10 

3  
Caldwell & 
Davidson 

6-10 

4  
Jade Storm 

6-10 

5  
Uncle Rico 

6-10 

6  
Goodman & 

Davidson 
6-10 

7  
Carousers 

6-10 

8  
Micah 
6-10 

9  
Kimball, 
Bacen & 
Davidson 

6-10 

10  
Adrienne Z, 

Sutter & 
Davidson 

6-10 
 

11  
Brothers Of 

Others 
6-10 

12  
Abstract 

Radio 
6-10 

13  
Holmes & 
Davidson 

6-10 

14  
Carousers 

6-10 

15  
Vic Kingsley 

6-10 

16  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

17  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

18  
Ego Free 

6-10 

19  
Spank The 

Band 
6-10 

20  
King, 

Goodman & 
Davidson 

6-10 

21  
Carousers 

6-10 

22  
Steve Venini 

6-10 

23  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

24  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

25  
Sailor 
Ripley 
6-10 

26  
South 58 

6-10 

27  
Holt & 

Davidson 
6-10 

28  
Carousers 

6-10 

29  
Micah 
6-10 

30  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

31  
Bellamy & 
Davidson 

6-10 

 


