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on the harpoon! Ye gods! It West Indian Manatee...
would never do to record my CONTINUED Photos by Carol Ellis except us hoted. CAROL ELLIS has lived in
utterances.”

South Floridu her entire life
Miami's boom of the 1920s
gave rise to greater
populations living in South
Florida, particularly near the
coast. Then came the bust and
Floridians resorted to hunting
manatee to put food on the
table to survive the Great
Depression of 1929.
Historically, the Seminole
Indian Tribe used the
manatee for food, traded the

; n“*cr"..l.ers i" our Mids-l»: : & '.-' -_ e 1 | skins for essentials, and used

the bones in rituals.

und Key Largo for 37 yeurs.

Currently a Mauster Gurdener
volunteer, Curol hus g
deyree in Journulism from
the University of Florida and
is the resident photographer
/artist aut Oceun Reef Club.

Wildlife Service (USFWS) The 2022-23 USFWS survey
aerial survey of the manatee  estimated Florida Manatee
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Iy = . i, . by it TS CYEANGNS L RO ¥ population revealed only 1300  humbered 8,350-11,730. The
@ ,( WGST I"dla" Ma"atee by ‘Carol Ellis Mancllffessat: Tig:m:}; . AR . | 74 “*% individuals. By 2016 things manatee’s history in Florida is
: i . regulators, meani at the ' ' . : : . : ;
. o N e ) ) a‘l"lg’em ¥ to main'l'aiszl a Y Indiuns killed the munatee for food: fried, yrilled, or boiled or de- were improving, and the it was  linked to population growth
A family of munlu’rees, one WITh u mutilated tuil, forage in an Oceun Reef chunnell. In 19_51 o p hydrated by smoking beside d fire under u chickee hut. They'd downgraded from endanger'ed and developmen‘r, and their
Everglades National Purk bioloyist Joseph Mooreu begun the how-standurd practice of identifying  constant body temperature. frude the hide for coffee, sugar und salt. Bones were used for rituals status to threatened. In survival in our era is unclear
individuul munautee by the propeller scurs on their bucks cauused by cureless operution of motorbouts . In nature, manatees retreat ' ' ' i . '
' 2019 the USFWS estimate of The fact that this creature
refuge caused by population Florida Manatee was at about  has persisted to this day gives
A manatee is a harmless, In 1832 when Audubon visited  the waters of growth. The advent of large 6300. me hope for the future.
slow-moving aquatic mammal -  the Keys he wrote about the Keys were power plants aligns with the
not a fish - with a light "those singular animals called  akin to the wild manatee's expansion up the .. )
brown-to-gray hide, often Sea Cows or Marratees [sic],  west... albeit a Atlantic Coast of Florida. Rules for living with Manatees
covered with barnacles and and he had conquered wet and wild Power plants were
algae. Their nickname "sea hundreds of them...because frontier. In constructed in Fort
cow" comes from their diet of  the flesh and hide bring 'a fair 1919 Zane Lauderdale (1926), Palm Beach
seagrasses and aquatic plants  price, at Havannah [sic]." Grey, renowned (1946), and Ft. Pierce (1945),

author of
westerns, and
President of

found in shallow waters
adjacent to tropical
shorelines. Fossil records

and later up the Gulf Coast to
Ft. Myers and St. Petersburg
(1958) and Crystal River

The West Indian manatee
includes two subspecies:
Florida manatee (Trichechus

indicate rnar;\afies wer'j . manatus latirostris) and lt_hehl'—ongaKEY (1966).
p;e;le nt dm Tbe Taf'g ar.1”. FIVETS  Antillean manatee (Trichechus ' ' ngwuh ' By the early 1970s it became :
o Florida about 15 miflion manatus manatus). Florida ?’,’"‘:\ e . :f clear that the manatee was The Save fhe Mundtee Commiffee =0~ o
years ago. manatees are found along the kllfl ,)ef\ J;“'J_S . ° struggling with the effects of =~ Chuiman Jimmy Buffett und Put ” ) - S g);\ -
U.S. Atlantic and Gulf of ? | 0. 9 Iiving close to man. Boat Rose, Depurtmen‘r gf Ng‘rurul e Use caution when nav1gatfng.j mns a. o.w water.
America (formerly Mexico) %er:e:i‘r \gnm‘er collisions, habitat loss, E?;;U;E:; ?fo:esgmreness Manatees have greater difficulty diving away
C°0§1'5 and in the northern self-s ’ryvlve d Maunutees seurch for fresh drinking water, but seagrass decline, coastal und education. (Credit: Archives from boats in these areas.
Caribbean, from the Bahamas N never feed or wuter them. This could uttruct development, human State of Floridw) e Heed “slow speed,” “no wake” and manatee
to Turks and Caicos. They Sportsmen. them to dungerous ureus, like docks, putting interaction, toxic red tide warning signs, especially around docks.
grow to 7 feet and large They were them ut greuter risk of u bout strike. It is ulso alaal blooms and climate , L
specimens weiah from 400 eager to illegal to feed und wuter maunatees. P? ) ts threatened passed in 1972. In 1975 the e Wear polarized sunglasses to reduce glare,
P g convert me to cnange Impacts Threatenes manatee was named the making it easier to spot manatees below the
pounds to 1 ton. . their existence. The Marine g5 nid Mari
. what they claimed was the to deeper areas where a layer Mammal Protection Act was Florida State Marine surface.
Shat the manatee “aboundss in ooy et s crging of the - of salty bottom water helps o Flovida legiature enccted | * Wetehfor large swirls inthe water, called
sea. And it was to ja trap heat and allow for :
Biscayne Bay and related an harpoons and spears into warmer conditions. : e Florida's Marine Sanctuary fc.>o.tprmts, that may be caused by manatees
incident in which his Miami porpoises and manatee and . . e FLORIDA ®yx Act. The Save the Manatee diving away from the boat.
: : ; Like manatees, Florida was 2 : : : e N feed t ive them fresh wat
neighbors killed one of a sawfish, and be dragged about led b | K Committee was established in ever feed manatees or give them rresh water.
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s e t for three days.” : populations grew, so did the awareness and education ini i
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or play with @ munatee. Man In 1893, Florida law made it harpooning of several sawfish, were frequently seen in canals ;_A\ FlorlduI iuye the I\;/Ic:nur‘re}e abogf the endangered West or dead manatees to the state’s wildlife agency.
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