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The 3[)00('0!’8 == A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

T am the product of my
predecessors. Dad had a a
model T or A, maybe botha T
and A. His folks admonished
him for driving like a maniac up
in the hollows of West by God
(Virginia). This was the train-
ing ground for his eventual
role as a funeral director and
embalmer which the funeral
home also ran an ambulance
service post WW?2, before the
days of 911 and community
sponsored, dedicated para-
medics.

Dad was a skilled driver
who drove a lot of miles on
unpaved mountain roads in all
kinds of weather. That being
said, mom didn't share dad's
fondness for hauling ass on
gravel roads in the mountains.

We were heading out to
California to visit my sister in
the summer of '72. We
stopped at the typical tourist
spots like New Orleans, the
Astrodome, Boot Hill inTomb-
stone, the Carlsbad Caverns...

Mom was so afraid of
heights that she refused to
get out of the car at the
Grand Canyon. That didn't stop
dad from hauling ass on the
narrow gravel roads around
the Morenci open pit copper
mine in Arizona. I have no idea
why dad wanted to go there
but I was standing up in the
back with my arms draped
over the front seat, enjoying

hurt his pride that she didn't
have enough faith/confidence
in his abilities to sit in the
seat. Most people put on the
seatbelt in a speeding automo-
bile but mom would have
crawled under the seat like a
cat if she could have fit.

It wasn't the speed but
the sheer, 1000 drop-off that
got to mom. She loved speed,
well going fast anyway.

Dad would always get the
most powerful engine that GM
offered. They had a 500 cubic
inch Cadillac hearse at the
funeral home. He had a 454
cid Oldsmobile Delta with the
oversized 4 barrel carburetor
that mom and I were coming
back to Florida in after leav-
ing dad to work at the funeral
home in WV.

The interstate wasn't
completed back then and we
had to take a lot of two-lane
roads. Mom had a lead foot
and we were scooting through
Georgia, "flying low," mom
called it. I was standing on my
knees in the back seat playing
with my toys on the big back
deck, looking out the back
window. This was before child
seats or mandatory seat belts,
obviously. The freedom of
movement while on a long ass
road trip was worth the risk
of going through the wind-
shield in the event of a head
on collision, as someone who

and I noticed a tiny, bubble
gum cop light way off in the
distance. After a while, I
could tell that it was gaining on
us. Had I not been an unwit-
ting child I might have
thought fo fell mom to step on
it.

Another short while
passes and he is finally upon us
and mom pulls to the side. T
was about five or so making my
mom about 47-48, needless to
say he assumed that she was
my grandmother.

I had never seen my mom
carrying on like that. Dad was
always the bullshitter, not
mom. She went right along
with his assumption that she
was a grandmotherly type who
wasn't used to having o drive
by herself in her husband's
muscle car-.

The officer tells her that
his interceptor barely caught
up with her, that he had been
chasing her for 30 miles and
what was she doing going 120
with her grandkid in the car?

Mom turned on the tears,
explaining how MAD her hus-
band would be if she got a
ticket and promised to watch
her speed. He was impressed
with dad's taste in cars and
was surprised that it was a
little old lady driving it. As
soon as he was out of eye-
sight, mom was back to speed.

She naturally drove fast.

Luke Sommer
Glennis a
local
entertainer
and Conch
Character.

For more info:
www.lukesommerglenn.com

even got stopped for speeding
in the school zone taking my
niece and nephew to school
when she was in her 80s.

I inherited that tendency
to haul ass through traffic.
The only thing that kept me
from speeding was the fear of
being pulled over and
searched, which happened
enough for me to know how
unpleasant it is to have your
entire life interrupted for a
few grams of contraband.

I also grew up driving with
a beer between my knees,
before that was illegal. When
I got of f work and bought a
twelve pack for the evening, I
liked to enjoy the first frosty
treat on the way home, espe-
cially through the slow, rush
hour traffic. That and a joint
made the ride home a lot less
stressful.

Now that I'm sober and
don't have to fear going to jail
for having my state-approved
marijuana (as opposed to the
street variety), I drive like my
parents did, fast. I relieve
stress by cussing out “no
driving morons.” I don't ges-
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Critters in Our Midst: Wading Birds by caro eiis

A huyge congregution of wading birds on a cold, overcust mornhing in Crocodile Luke.

Photo by Jeunette Rivera.

The more I write about
nature, the more people
identify me with the subject.
Every week, I get texts and
emails with pictures, links to
articles and sometimes even a
call to get out here NOW...
there's a huge flock of birds
at the three way... referring
to the intersection of Card
Sound Road at Crocodile Lake
in North Key Largo. From
Ocean Reef, as you turn north
on Card Sound Road, it is the
first wetland to the right; a
productive birding spot.

The Kingdfisher often perches ulony
Curd Sound Roud. Their “*mohuwk”
style fedthers on their head give

the kingfisher un uir of confidence.

Such was the case on January
31st, about 8:00 am on a really
cold morning with overcast sky
when I received a call from
Jeanette Rivera, naturalist at
Ocean Reef, who was heading
to work when she spotted a
huge congregation of wading
birds. She snapped a photo
with her iPhone and in it were
White Ibis, Great Egref,
Cattle Egret, Roseate
Spoonbill, White Pelican,
Great White Heron, Reddish
Egret and Wood Stork. It was
just beautiful. Rivera said, "I
was in shock that there were
so many birds in that one spoft!
It was really magical... special...
I love it!" Asyou can tell,
Jeanette is very passionate
about nature.

Of the birds present on this
morning, the Roseate
Spoonbill, Wood Stork, White
Pelican, and Great White
Heron were a special treat, as
they are most typically seen
flying overhead, but on this
day they were all here!

According to Isabella
Collamati, Invasive Species
Biologist at Crocodile Lake
National Wildlife Refuge,
“time of day, time of year,
temperature, and tide would
probably be the biggest
factors for why they chose to
gather that day. It all lined up

so that the water was deep
enough to host enough prey to
keep all parties interested,
but shallow
enough to make
the hunting
easier.” The
birds' diet
consists of
minnows, mullet,
and killifish, and
they are pickier
about size than
species.

By the fime I
arrived, some
of the birds
had already
left, but there
were still
dozens of birds.
I had fun
photographing
the Reddish
Egret and its
distinctive
hunting behavior. As it
searched for fish, it would
do a “crazy dance" as it
jumped and hopped back and
forth with outstretched
wings raised over its head,
peering at the water. The
wings cast a shadow so they
can see the prey better.
The Reddish Egret is also
one of the rare egrets, with
only 2,000 pairs thought to
be breeding in the U.S.

A Roseate Spoonbill sat
grooming on a red mangrove
perch. Not sure, perhaps it
was there because the tide
had risen and its short legs
were no longer able to
maneuver in the deepening
wetland. Spoonbills have the
broadened bill-ends full of
nerve endings, to feel for
animals when mud grubbing.

Though not a wading bird, T
saw a Belted Kingfisher
hunting near this shallow
wetland. The Kingfisher can
regularly be seen perched on
the power lines along Card
Sound Road.

Winter and Spring is nesting
season for these birds,
though I am not sure where
these particular birds were

Show me ui little pink, peuch und fusciu, you
pretty Rosie! Spoonbills have broudened
bill ends full of herve endinys, to feel for
animals when mud grubbing.

from. Historically wading
birds nested in the small Keys
and nearby mangrove islands,
within Florida Bay, far from
human disturbances. The
Everglades supports 70-90%
of all wading bird nests
annually. Wading birds
initiated approx 89,514 nests
in the Everglades in 2021.
The wading bird nesting in
2021 was the highest
recorded in 80 years.

Wading Birds...

CONTINUED Photos by Cuarol Ellis except as hoted.

A solitary Great Egret in mating plumage, standing beside White Ibis, which is the most

numerous wuding bird species in South Floridu,

Nesting success is highly dependent on
the availability of fish, waters shallow
enough to concentrate the fish, and
water just the right level for the birds
to wade in. Wading birds are abandoning
their traditional nesting grounds in
Florida Bay, and are moving north, partly
due to increased salinity and the
resulting reduction of species of fish
that thrive in brackish water. Salinity of
the Florida Bay is a problem, and the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Plan (CERP) is intended to divert more
fresh water through Taylor Slough to
Florida Bay to improve the Bay's health
by reducing salinity. On the mainland
Everglades, Madeira Hammock and
Paurotis Pond, are locations with a
reliable number of birds and they are
also a short field trip from the Keys.

It is very special living near designated
wildlife refuges and national parks, but
birds cannot read, and can easily settle
in parks and gardens with suitable
conditions.

Or they even can be seen flying
overhead... this story was told to me by
an avid tennis player Pat Holbrook,
about a situation that occurred in
mid-serve, requiring a "do-over.” As Pat
tossed the ball preparing to serve up a
winner, and she called “let,” there was a
Roseate Spoonbill flying over the tennis
court. It israre to see a Roseate
Spoonbill, but never had she seen one
flying overhead. An unexpected pause,
a brief delay of game... and all the
players agreed, nature had served up a
winner.

CAROL ELLIS hus lived in
South Floridu her entire life

und Key Largo for 37 yeurs,

Currently a Muster Gurdener
volunteer, Curol hus u
deyree in Journulism from
the University of Floridu und
is the resident photographer
/artist at Oceun Reef Club.
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Observe how the Reddish Eyret hunts.
They do u "Cruzy Dunce” using their winygs
to shade the wdater for a better view and
then give chuse until they cun strike their
prey. Reddish Eyrets differ from other
eygret species, that simply stand and wuit
for food to come before they strike.
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CaribseaVictorious at 40th Islamorada Women’s Sailfish Tournament
Hosted by Ladies, Let's Go Fishing — A Thrilling Battle to the Finish!

The 40th annual Islamorada
Women's Sailfish Tournament,
January 31 to February 2,
delivered an exhilarating compe-
tition with 52 sailfish releases,
including multiple quads and
triple hookups. This milestone
event was hosted for the first
time by Ladies, Let's Go Fishing
(LLGF), a well-known organiza-
tion dedicated to teaching and
empowering women in the sport
of fishing. Participants fished
from their own boats or aboard
chartered vessels.

A Tight Race to the Finish

The competition was fierce
from the start. Day 1, Tunnel
Vision took an early lead with 4
sailfish releases, followed
closely by Caribsea with four
releases while Kay K IV had one.
However, Day 2, the sailfish bite
intensified, setting up an excit-
ing showdown between Kay K IV
and Caribsea for first place.

In a dramatic finish, just 2
minutes before lines out, Carib-
sea landed a crucial double-
header, including a release by
Jolene Chandler of Jacksonville,
who had never released a
sailfish prior to the tournament.
This final push secured
Caribsea’s victory with 11
sailfish releases, while Kay K IV
claimed second place with 8
releases. Silent Hunter took
third place, earning High Point
Angler honors for Alysha Ara-
tari, who logged an impressive 8
sailfish releases.

Z% unmatched!

Tournament Winners

First Place Team: Caribsea
(11 sailfish releases) - Capt.
Kenny Spaulding, Islamorada

Second Place Team: Kay K IV
(8 sailfish releases) - Capt.
Dave Galen, Islamorada

Third Place Team: Silent
Hunter (8 sailfish releases) -
Capt. BJ Meyer, Marathon

High Point Angler: Alysha
Aratari, Marathon (8
releases on Silent Hunter
with Capt. BT Meyer)

Top Mahi: Nicole Edwards,
Tavernier (10.93 Ibs. on Send
It with Capt. Mike Edwards)

Top Kingfish: Madison Ryan,
Tavernier (11.53 Ibs. on Kay K
IV with Capt. David Galen)

Top Tuna: Merida Garrell,
Tavernier (10 Ibs. on
Bottom'd Out with Capt.
Josh Krieg)

The tournament upholds a
strong commitment to conserva-
tion, ensuring all sailfish are
released and limiting fishing to
20 Ib. test line. Tammie Gurgiolo,
Tournament Director for the
past 29 years, helped transition
the event to its new host, LLGF.

Betty Bauman, LLGF Founder
and Tournament Director,
remarked: "Half of the anglers
on the top fwo boats had never
released a sailfish before. This
tournament proves that whether
you're a seasoned angler or a
beginner, the excitement is

j

The LLGF series is
supported by major partners and
Monroe County Tourist Develop-

Wl ment Council; see the website

ngh Point Anyler Alyshu Arutari says
. U dreum come truel”

for details.

RIGHT: Nicole Edwurds (Tuvernier, FL)
with the top muhi on Send It.

First Place Caribsea Anglers: Susan Anthony (Fort Myers, FL), Jolene Chandler

(Jucksonville, FL), Alisu Johnhson (Chundler, TX), und Pum Ridyle (Browhsboro,

TX) celebrate first pluce on Curibsea,

Second Place Kay K IV Teum: Mitchell Harris, Avery Hartman, Capt, David
Gualen, Lisa Merritt, Tambra Blosser, und Cheyenne Guskill (Key Largo, FL) ,

For details on upcoming 2025
LLGF events, including
on-water fishing opportunities:

‘Ladies,

www. ladiesletsgofishing.com

Contact: (954) 475-9068;
fish@ladiesletsgofishing.com
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com
www.facebook.com/
ladiesletsgofishing.

Lets Go Fishing!.
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Ten Local Photographers Exhibit Their Work at Islamorada Library

Through Friday, April 4th,
the Islamorada branch of the
Monroe County Public Library
will feature an exhibit show-
casing original fine art pho-
tography and/or digital art
based on original photogra-
phy, curated by local photog-
rapher Marcia Brito.

The Islamorada Library is
located at MM81.8 Oceanside.

A Morada Way Art Walk
event is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 20, from 5-6 PM.
Artists will be available to
talk about their works.
Patrons are welcome to park
at the Library and walk over
to the Morada Way Art Walk.

The exhibit Photographers
are members of the Art Guild
of the Purple Isles, a group of
artists supporting the visual
fine arts in all media in the
Upper Keys. They welcome
new members inferested in

the arts and interested in
promoting the arts through-
out the community."

AGPI provides opportunities
for members by sharing
artistic knowledge between
new and experienced mem-
bers in group activities, art
education classes and work-
shops including Plein Air
painting. AGPT hosts shows
and exhibitions for members
to present their work to the
public, and volunteers within
local schools on art related
activities with students.

Exhibit Photographers:

Marcia Brito - Photographs
the natural beauty of the Keys
to encourage environmental
conservation for our unique and
fragile ecosystems.

Louise Lindsay - "I photo-
graph whatever speaks to my
heart. I also enjoy creating
digital art elements.”

James B Chambers - "I
have enjoyed Nature Pho-
tography my whole life and
I feel black and white is
very dramatic and compli-
ments the subject matter.”

Daryl Duda - Audio Visual
Artist, has worked in the
technical realm of Television
and Motion Pictures. In Key
Largo searching for inter-
esting images in the sea.
Lonell Rice - "My eye is
drawn to the uniqueness of
botanicals and nature in

E}‘ﬂm Al ﬂwéngrarh:-, Exhibition

Helfreshmends provided af The lilamarsils Library

RIRID Oy % Hwy, Islamis

Th-ﬂ-lh-hhr&-hﬂ-ﬂlm

www.agpl.as

uda FL 33030

barcia Devto

LF-._.__[‘\- T

]

Asiin P Eribo s
Borsteomres & Muaros S0

Oyl Duari
ity Do Worn

general”

David Bader - Shares his
images of old Americana and
cameras.

Julie Austin - Keys resident
and local professional photog-
rapher with a passion for
capturing the beauty of our
local nature.

Asta Kraskouskas - is Lithu-
anian and loves to explore

various aspects of life and
shades of light.

Kelly Walkotten - Travels
photographing wildlife and
nature and is continuously in-
spired by Keys tropical wildlife.

Mary Bonde - Key Largo
Artist and Photographer
presenting her "Street Art"
collection.

Serving our Florida Keys families
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Call today or fill out the preneed form on our website to set up a consultation with one of our caring and dedicated staff.
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Come in for $2.00 Busch Light from 12-3 p.m. Happy hour daily 3-6 p.m.

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ‘til 10pm

We now have Taco Tuesday from 4 until it's gone.
Thursday Night Jam from 6 to 10pm. Food served 6-9 pm.

Stop by and see Aimee!

We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans. Monday-Friday 12pm to 5 pm.

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM - WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY

KEy LaRg0"S HiDDEN TRESSURE!
WELCOME BACK

Join us o HAPPY HOUR

Happy Hour

DRINK SPECIALS
4-6 pm EVERY DAY WED-THURS 4-6pm

$2PBR 10 WINGS ror$121!

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps 101425 Overseas Hwy
Personal & Business Mailbox Rental BAGEISNIIEENAYAS
Amazon & “Happy Returns” eV Taree, T SSOR
305.453.4877
Dropoff Center fax: 305.453.4878
Wide Format Printing & Copying

store4181@theupsstore.com
Notary & Fingerprinting
by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am—6pm e Saturday 9am-2:30pm

Happy Hour

FOOD SPECIALS
1 S5 OFF ANY SERVICE
| Excluding Notary & Flngerprmt'mg |

LOCALS’ FAVORITE 305-453-3153 45 Garden Cove Drive MM 106
N's Cack!

PIL T
Sunday Brunch

11 AM to 2 PM H

Complimentary Glass of Champagne,
Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Does youwr group need an I*ocals Day
ain conditicned place forv lunch o dinner?  Wednesday
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Call us! “We can accommaodate 12NB$¢=;r§ :
HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm groups of up to 75 people! o i, Feedthe fish!
LIVE MUSIC - Friday 5:30-8:30, Saturday 5-9 L Eerin€  KID & PET FRIENDLY!

LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday
for your discount and rewards

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER o'mggi'ge

P&E Shrimp Stuffed Avocado Tuna Nachos Kung Pao Bow!

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina « 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 « info@pilothousemarina.com e https://www.pilothousemarina.com

Grouper SandWIch

FiDip
WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

| don't like country music, but | don’t mean
to denigrate those who do. And for the
people who like country music, denigrate
means ‘put down.’

—Bob Newhart "' |

|~
A

If you're looking for something to
do this weekend, vou could always
secretly replace the litter in your
cat's litter box with Pop Rocks

| have never in my life tried to
pronounce an "L" so hard than
when | just asked the Home Depot
guy where | could get some
"caulk."

i | ASK D WH:?_'_
| LSKED WHAT
WT | CU“LUWT

GET A
AIGHT ANSWER

One of the most frustrat-

ing things in the world is
being accused of fake crying,
even when the one pointing
the finger is wrong. Remem-
ber when your brother would
hit you when you were chil-
dren but would immediately
start crying and running to
your parents if you barely
even touched them in return?
That's basically what crying
“crocodile tears" is - crying
for show rather than sincere
pain. The phrase is used to
reflect someone forcing their
tears either for attention or
to obtain something.
"Crocodile tears" is an

Year after year, since 1982... the

realtor team that4

orking for you.

GRI

” THINKING
OF SELLING?

THE WASMUND TEAM

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE
Wendy Ives

BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376

keylargowendy1@bellsouth.net
janewasmund®@bellsouth.net

o RE/MAX

ADVANCE REALTY
ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

Jane Wasmund
BROKER AsSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist

4 Snapper Avenue, Key Largo $1 250, 000

CHECK OUT THESE PROPERTIESl

98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO

325 Calusa Street # 70, Key Largo $394,000
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What's Behmd Those “Croc

expression with
a pretty long
history. I't appeared
in print in the 16th
century, inspired by a
medieval belief that
crocodiles would shed
tears to attract their

prey or show false remorse
after eating them. The 14th-
century travelogue belonging
to Sir John Mandeville has
one of the earliest mentions
of this idiom, describing
crocodiles that cry while
eating. Now, this is definitely
a myth, but it's an excellent
way to add some drama to the
origins of the expression.

"Crocodile tears" doesn't
literally refer to the big
reptile shedding tears but
has a metaphorical meaning.
It exposes people who fake
cry, putting on a show to
attract sympathy. The idiom
appeared in numerous literary

odile Tears'?

creations, one of them being
"Othello" by Shakespeare.

The expression is still
popular nowadays and can be
used in all sorts of contexts,
from calling out someone you
know personally to criticizing
controversial celebrities,
politicians, and more. It puts
the individual on the spot,
revealing that their sorrow is
anything but genuine. Asimilar
phrase is "alligator tears"
which you may also hear show-
ing up in daily talks.

When you're facing some-
one who seems to open the
floodgates suspiciously or
when it doesn't make sense to
do so, remember to let them
know they appear to be just
as honest as the weeping
crocodile. It's very likely to
run into someone crying
crocodile tears because the
world is full of people who
want all the attention.

COMMUNITY ARTS AND CULTURE PRESENTS

l\\@ @1\«5
FEST:+

ISLAMORADA

FRIDAY APRIL 4™ | &M

POKITO

SATURDAY

APRI H § §PM

CORTADITO : GRUPO BQRRIO ABAJO
SUNDAY APRIL 6™ | 2™
ELECTRIC PIQUETE
PHILIP MONTALBAN : DJ SUPA KUNDUKTA

81611 0id Hwy, Islamorada, FL
AFROROOTSFEST.COM
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Leaving a long-term
relationship is hard, but
sometimes it's necessary
for what you want in life.

One of the hardest deci-
sions we ever make in life is
leaving a long-term rela-
tionship that just isn't
working. When attempts at
repairing and working out
issues aren't working, it
may be fime to move on.
We are emotional crea-
tures, and when our heart-
strings are tied to those of
another, separating from
that person can feel like an
act of courage.

It is not something most
of us will take lightly, and
many of us will struggle
with our desire to stay in
a relationship that is
unfulfilling simply to avoid
that pain. We may ques-
tion whether the happi-
ness we seek even exists,
and we may wonder if we
might be wiser to simply
settle where we are,
making the best of what
we have.

On the one hand, we almost
relish the idea that true
happiness is not out there
so that we can avoid the
pain of change. On the
other hand, we feel within
ourselves a yearning to
fulfill our desire for rela-
tionships that are vital and

Leaving a Relationshi

)

F i I

healing. Ultimately, most
of us will follow this call
because, deep within our-
selves, we know that we
deserve to be happy. We
all are entitled to be
happy, no matter where we
find ourselves in this
moment, and we are all
justified in moving, like
plants toward the light, in
the direction that leads to
our greatest fulfillment.

First, though, we may need
to summon the courage to
move on from the relation-
ship that appears to be
holding us back.

Taking the first steps will
be hard, but the happiness
we find when we have
freed ourselves from a
situation that is draining
our energy will outshine
any hardship we undergo to
get there.

If we keep our eyes
trained on the horizon, we
can begin the work of
disentangling ourselves
from the relationship that
no longer fits. Every step
brings us closer to a rela-
tionship that will work, and
the freedom we need to
find the happiness we
deserve.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,

healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

What Makes Us Feel
“Under the Weather"?

Ever heard a someone say that they're feeling under
the weather? We've all been there. This phrase sug-
gests that they aren't feeling their best. You may have
used the phrase yourself, but do you have any idea
about its origins?

It all began with the maritime field, where the "under
the weather" idiom seeds were planted. The Oxford
English Dictionary mentions that this phrase was
printed in the 19th century. At the time, sailors were
affected by the rough seas, causing them to feel unwell.
The sea became savage when a vicious storm hit, hence
the expression "under the weather." It basically refers
to being affected by stormy conditions while navigating
the waves.

This story isn't set in stone, though. Some suggest that
another possible origin of the phrase is ill sailors being
sent below deck to recover from the wild weather.

Like many other phrases, "under the weather" shifted
from the nautical landscape and migrated to our daily
language Anyone not feeling all right would use the
expression to let others know about it in the late 19th
century. Its addition to literary creations in the 19th
century helped push it toward mainstream language even
more.

"Under the weather" has become a standard phrase
nowadays, and whether you use it yourself or not, you
must've heard it around you at some point. It allows you
to express your feelings while sparing people the less
comfortable details of your illness. Some similar
phrases are "out of sorts" or "feeling off-color."

How close you are to the fierce waves of the sea
doesn't matter - anyone can be under the weather
today, and the phrase remains a staple in our vocabu-
lary. When you feel the expression escaping your lips,
Jjust remember its origins from the old days of seasoned
sailors who had to battle violent waves to reach their

destinations.

Key Largo Library
Concert

Series

FRIDAYS

6'7 PM EXCEPT AS NOTED

in Tradewinds Center

at MM 101.4 (0)
(9 Fi ree!

Oct.4 (6pm) Mateo Jampol

Nov.1 (6pm) David Feder

Dec.6 (6pm) Patchouli & Terra Guitarra
Jan.3 (6pm) Lil' Rev

SATURDAY

Jan. 4 =(3pm) j# Hungrytown
Feb.7 (6pm) Brian Smalley

Mar.7 (6pm) The Kennedys
Apr.4 (6pm) Katherine Archer

Brought to you by the
Friends of Key Largo Library For more information inquire with staff

Sponsored in part by the Florida Keys Council of the Arts, State of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and private donations.

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS

ReefHouse Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-988I

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises
Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

KEYS ADVENTURES

Jimmy Johnson'’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway
www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472
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LYNN WENDELL CARPENTER

September 24, 1940 — January 27, 2025
Key Largo

/1

Lynn Wendell Carpenter, born in Essex, Vermont, and a
resident of Key Largo, Florida, died on January 27, 2025, at
the age of 84. Lynn is survived by his wife, Loralee Carpen-
ter; and also by his daughters and their families, Laura and
Brian Sakos, and Gail and Scott Biere; their daughters, Jessica
(BJ Behringer) and Alyssa (Jeremy Elder); and great-
grandsons, Wyatt, Logan, and Kaleb Behringer. Lynn was
predeceased by his parents, Wendell and Emma Carpenter.
He was loved by many friends.

Lynn served in the US Air Force for 22 years as a missile
control systems technician and ground radio communica-
tions superintendent. Following his retirement from the Air
Force, he worked for Lockheed Skunk Works, supervising
avionics integration, test and final production for the fleet of
USAF F-117 Fighters. Lynn also worked for Automated
Production Equipment in Key Largo, helping design and
service electronics repair equipment, and owned Key Breeze
Engraving for several years. Following his retirement, he
worked as the Administrator for the Key Largo Moose
Lodge. Lynn was a lifetime member of the Moose, Elks, and
VFW. He enjoyed travel, was an avid fisherman, cherished
socializing with friends and spending time with his wife,
Lolly, and their dog, Cappy. Lynn will be remembered for his
kindness, camaraderie and his sense of humor.

A Celebration of Lynn’s life will be held Saturday, March 8th,
2:00 pm at the Key Largo Moose Lodge.

In lieu of flowers, a donation can be made to Moose Chari-
ties at https://www.moosecharities.org/ways-to-give/.

11
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We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome)

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons 5 pm ($5 cost)
Show Me the Money — Fun card game! 6:30pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts

Fun Starts at 6 pm « Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 « fkelks1872@gmail.com

MM 92.6 Bayside « Tavernier » 305-852-1872

www.floridakeyselks1872.com

COLORFUL

WE LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser,
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoars

* Fresh, Locol Seafood

r
FRESH FLORIDA * Steoks & Ribs
mm * Conch Chowder

& Key Lima Pie

305-453-3746 » buzzardsroostkeylarge.com
MM 106.5 Oceanside
Fi 21 Garden Cove Dr. » Kaey Largo

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

99411 OVERSEAS HWY *» FORMERLY DJ'S DINER

IF you wake up late - don't worry about it!
WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY
BLOODY MARYS

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.
305-453-2660

LOCALLY OWNED
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The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH sz

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

This Space
Available

X A E

TheConchTelegraph.com
TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

T S, B ;5 = — 2 - [} /
Come'b{ LBt or Sed s In.the Gorden Cove Matine.. () :
o E?li{l Cosual Waterffint Dining of fs Fingst! L L2l

.l * Open 7 Days «
Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoors =

Call Denise at

» Frash, Locol Seofood

305-304-2837

|
- f
for rates & info o

305-453-3746 » burrardsroostheylargo.com
MM 106.5 Oceanside
Fi 21 Garden Cove Dr. » Key Largo

March 2025 + The Coconut Telegraph * 13

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sundays 6pm

“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Hours 11am - 11pm

Mondays 6:30pm
Bingo
Tuesdays 6pm

“Show Me the Moosebucks”

‘Wednesdays 7pm

Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 8pm

Kitchen Open Daily
for Lunch

Full Menu
Sun-Thurs 4-9pm

Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo One Moose Lodge

"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. We are a non-smoking facility

KEY LARGO

MOOSE

BAR TIKI FOOD
MM 98.8 JOIN TODAY & STAY) 305-451-1333

mile marker 98.8 in the median

Subscribe to the MTe&gMph
and, get yowv papev by maill

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo
FL 33037. Don't forget to include your mailing address!
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ST PATRICK'S DAY FUN FACTS af¢ Je o

WHY SHAMROCKS? SAINT PATRICK’S BRITISH ERIN GO BRAGH
According to Irish Although he made his What's the phrase
leyend, the suintused  muark by introducing Mmeun? It's u

the three-leufed plunt  Christiunity to Irelund in corruption of the
us u metuphor forthe  the year 432, Putrick Irish Eirinn go
Holy Trinity when he wausn‘t Irish. He was born Brdch, which
wus first infroducing to Romun purents in meuns roughly
Christiunity to Irelund. Scotlund or Wulles. “lrelund Forever.”

THERE ARE NO FEMALE LEPRECHAUNS

Don’t be fooled by holiduy decorutions showing lady leprechauns. In
traditiondl Irish folk tales, there are only nattily uttired little guys.

B Tab Bt Bk B ab Bl Bk

Introducing a stunning new book about wildlife
in the Upper Keys with stories as told by
and photographed by Carol Ellis
AVAILABLE
at Wynns Supermarket - Ocean Reef
Shell World - MM 97.6 Key Largo
Island Home Garden Center - MM 88.7 Plantation Key
and Amazon.com

b) .
IT) S K'T»’Cé’h SeaSoV\ ' Please help "fix" pet overpopulation
FiX Tf\OS e F e '.' " QS l by spaying and neutering your pets.

Free spay and neuter clinics
at Key Largo Animal Shelter,
normally every 2 weeks.

This program is privately funded
by Humane Animal Care Coalition
for Upper Keys residents.

Please call the shelter for
details and appointments.

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm

Mile marker 106 Oceunside o phone 305-451-0088

Rutby Stern
kngwn os “Miss Ruby”,
was the matriarch of Downtown Card
Sound. She was a fomifiar site to
trovelers across Cord Sound bridge.

ORIGINAL LOCAL
ARTWORK BY

| L% S gl S

PHOTOGRAPHY

305-451-7778

On the shirt back is Carol’s
image of Ruby Stern, matriarch
af Downtown Card Sound Road,
a place that doesn’t exist on any
map... yet was home to a
community of free spirits,
Sfishermen and independent
thinkers who took up residence
there. Located on the west side
of the road south of Alabama
Jack's, and the toll booth, the
shack was originally built by
warkers who constructed the toll
bridge around I968. In 1972
Ruby moved in and lived there
for 27 years. She'd sit on the
steps of her shack, with an old
Colt 44 daring anvone ro throw
her off the land. She stayed. Not
even the destructive forces of
hurricane Andrew and the
county's condemnation of the
shack could send her from her
spot on the bay on Card Sound.
She moved to a rrafler alongside
and lived there until 1999 when
she had 1o leave due 1o illness,
and died at age 90,

Dress like a Florida Keys local and
be comfortable in the sun in our
DRI-FIT shirt designed by
Carol Ellis | Little Salt Photography

featuring original artwork of the

HISTORIC FISHING VILLAGE OF
DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND

SCAN CODE
WITH
YOUR

—>

SMART
PHOME

TO
PURCHASE

SPF 50, long sleeve fishing
performance shirtin
aqua, limeade and white
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Key Players Entertain with a new Romantic Comedy!

The Key Players are at it again! With
their next wonderful show “Almost
Maine,” the romantic comedy that will
split your sides and melt your heart!
One cold, clear, winter night, as the
northern lights hover in the star-filled
sky above, the residents of Almost,
Maine, find themselves falling in and
out of love in unexpected and hilarious
ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are
broken. But the bruises heal, and the
hearts mend—almost—in this delight-
ful midwinter night’s dream. A sweet,
poignant and witty show of relation-
ships, with both veteran actors and
newcomers to the stage, you will find
yourself relating to the characters in
this tiny town of Almost, in the State of
Maine. So come and support Live The-
ater in the Upper Keys at The Murray
Nelson, 102050 Overseas Hwy, Key
Largo. Call 305-942-4339 for more
information. TheKeyPlayers.org

Gaby and Robert Pozo in “This Hurts”

2025 . @ @

o?lm@dé
MAINE

By John Cunum ..

- .ﬂimﬂ mum .l.,, Jonetle Fop

THE ROMANTIC COMEDY THAT WILL SPLIT YOUR SIDES AND MELT YOUR HEART?

THE 5TORY: Welcome to Almost, Maine, a place that’s so far north, it’s almost not in the United
States. It"s almost in Canada, but it's not quite a town, so it Almost doesn’t exist. One cold, clear, winter
night, as the northern lights haver in the star-filled sky above, the residents off Almost, Maine, find
themselves falling in and out of love o unespected and hilarious ways, Knees are hrofsed. Hearts are
broken. But the bruises heal, and the hearts mend—almosti—in this delightful midwinter night’s dream.

THUL FAL SAT. THAL FAL SAT. MATIHEE

FEB FEB MAR MAR MAR MAR MAR

27)\28)\1)6)(7)\8)9

A0 PM T0PM TA0PM TADPM I3m HOPM
Perferming af the Lobby opens . E""Iﬁ?ﬂ;ﬂa
Murray E. Nelson Gov. & ona haur 5 i e

before curtaing FEo® L

Cultural Center skt 171 b iy A
3 - g 1/ []§ - L % =

12050 Dverseas Hwy, Key Largo before curtaln . ﬁﬁé}%ﬁi
= 11

Tickets 520 Online and at the door = Tickets available at the ticket outlets in advance for 515
Student tickets at the door only $10,

Key Largo Chocolates Shear Paradise al PostNet Store
Erlce Cream MM 100.5 {Cedar Towers Plaza) MM 98.3 Piaza B8, |slamorada MM B8

More infofonline tickets: www.TheKeyPlayers.org £

e

£yl

Cindy Smith and Bill Cobey in
“Story of Hope”

Cristina Salvesen and Jay Ware in
“Getting it Back”

:‘: i

Cristina Salvesen in
“They Fell”

Luna Rivera in “They Fell”

Cindy Smith and Robert Pozo
in “Where it Went”

Julia Rush and Alejandro
Godinez in “The Prologue”
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Call Denise at 305-304-2837
for rates & info

yate!
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| SHARKBITE GRILL
HEY LARGO

522 Caribbean Drive  305.453.1905

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Live Music
Featuring Fresh Local Fish Happy Hour Every Day
Craft Beer

Sports Headquarters

Locals’ Favorite! On the Water

o~ o\
(@ ON THE MAP )

SERVING THE KEYS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

HUGE Selection
of Stainless Fasteners

Award Winning
Customer Service

Bath & Door Showroom  Pressure Treated Lumber

BUILDING MATERIALS - REBAR
PLUMBING « ELECTRICAL
LAWN & GARDEN « DRYWALL

Visit our New Boutique
Now Open
Designer Lighting
Home Decor « Ceramic Pottery

305.451.0311 REESnoinnes

Mon- Fri: 7am-5pm « Sat: 7:30am-5pm « Sun: 9am-2pm
MM102.5 OCEANSIDE + Www.KLISHELL.coM [}

( © ON THE MAP )

High

BARNES

LITTLE
BLACKWATER
¢y S

In Key Largo, we navigate by Mile Markers!

Look for the little green signsand
- GARDEN
mile indicators on power poles ALACKWATER SOVE
to find your way. SOUND
Legend John/
N Pennekamp
" US Highway Coral Reef
Murray Nelson _Cut State Park
> Stake Highvizy e Govemnment §T} /
. Boat Ramp BUTTONWDOD | "Center A E'carysfm
SOUND {(D) Pennekamp . |
@ Mile Marker Entrance  North. The Elbow
3 Dyfods N
@ Point of Interest N\ - ity af
_ 101 Key Largo /WY Washington
o Dive Site Posrﬂﬁice\. o Public Library  * £hst
af Dive Wreck ‘9(55* @ @ﬂ.fﬂmnﬂueen g Grecion
Swim with Dolphi o Communi ;
PP Swim w \phins o » Poo ty y FLT"mFﬁ
and Park h.-_{.LDNEt
; SANCTUARY

BUTTONWOOD

SOUND ROCK

Wild Bird
Rehabilitation
Cent

You Can Trust The Professionals at %

iHEATON S
SERVICE CENTER
Quality Service Since 1972

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS, TRUCKS
§.U.V.s, VANS, TRAILERS & R.V.s

¢ Certified Mechanics

e Exhaust Systems ﬂyﬂ
* Brakes MAJOR
® Tune-Ups REPAIRS

* Tire Sales & Repairs
o Air Conditioning

e Coolant & Transmission Flushes
® Regular & Synthetic Oil Changes

305-451-3500

e & Restguant

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!
WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.
: : 305-453-2660
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 99411 OVERSEAS HWY * FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

-© ON THE MAP

LOCALLY OWNED

MM 101.5 ¢ KEY LARGO

_ON THE MAP

The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

RATES
KEY LARGO MAP PAGE

Vertical:
2.44" wide x 4.5" tall
$125 per month

Horizontal:
4 5" wide x 2.75" tall
$150 per month

Bottom Banner:
9.75" wide x 2.75" tall
$225 per month

Surprisingly Affordable!
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March Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

The Key Largo Branch of the Mohroe Couhnty Library System is hosting the following programs this month. All library
progruams dre free und openh to the public. Program funding provided by the Friends of the Key Largo Library and

the Floridu Keys Children’s Founddution Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, events and more.

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY - TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

SPECIAL EVENTS

March 1-31 Art Exhibit in the Key Largo Branch Library: Community Student Art Show.
Art created during the previous classes at the library will be on display, plus instructor art:
watercolor, Acrylic, Batik, Gyotaku, & a Florida Keys-inspired mural. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Key Largo Library and the Florida Keys Council of the Arts.

March 18, 4pm LEGO Club:
Build with LOTS of LEGOs
(provided). Challenge: Cards.
Ages 6-11.

March 5, 9am-12pm 1st
Wednesday Plant Clinic & Sun
Catcher Activity. Master
Gardeners answer queries.
Bring a splash of color and
creativity to your home or
garden with a fun and easy DIY
sun catcher project! Supplies
provided. All ages.

March 6, 2 p.m. Great Deci-
sions: China Relations. Watch
a brief video on the topic, then
discuss. Sponsored by the
Friends.

March 7, 6pm 1st Friday
Concert: The Kennedys. This
accomplished musical duo
returns with a selections from
their nearly two dozen albums.
Free/open to the public. Spon-
sored by the Friends.

KeysLibraries.org/events
Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

March 10, 1-3pm The Arts
Council of the Florida Keys
Gather Round. The Friends,
local artists and grant part-
ners: Pennekamp Coral Reef
State Park, Fla. Keys National
Marine Sanctuary, Fla. Keys
Wild Bird Center, Coral Resto-
ration, Marine Lab, and Dol-
phins Plus Marine Mammal
Responder, invite you fo enjoy
an exhibit of art created by
art class participants with
light refreshments and an
overview of the highlights of
Six concerts, six eco-
presentations and six art
classes. See for yourself how
art has built community in the
Upper Keys.

March 10, 5-7pm Free Hands
Only CPR Class led by certi-
fied registered nurses from
Baptist Health. Reserve at email
Tania.Barnett@BaptistHealth.
net. Space is limited.

March 12, 10am-12pm Adult
Craft: Island Inspirations.
Visit KeysLibraries.org for info.

March 12, 2pm Join the Wild
Bird Center for a presentation
on bird-friendly gardens in the
Keys. Make your garden more
appealing for our local & migra-
tory feathered friends.

March 13, 10am-2pm Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA). Get help with your
taxes, with the trained volun-
teers of the United Way of
Collier and the FLKeys. Free
tax help for those making
$67,000 or less. More

info: uwcollierkeys.org/programs
/vita/

March 14, 9am-6pm STEM:
Happy Pi Day! Come explore a
number that has captivated
hearts the world over. Various
activities/all ages. Ages 3.14+

March 18, 4pm LEGO Club:
Build with LOTS of LEGOs
(provided). Challenge: Water
Sports. Ages 6-11.

March 20, 2pm Adult Craft.
Visit KeysLibraries.org for
more details. Supplies provided.
Max 20 participants.

March 25, 6pm Books & Bites
will discuss Bad Monkey by
Carl Hiaasen. Num Thai Sushi
Bar & Restaurant. Borrow a
book from the library or down-
load from the Libby app.

March 26 1-3pm Homeschool
Meet and Greet: Fundamental
concepts of force and motion, a
perfect activity for making
abstract physics concepts
more tangible and exciting for
young minds. Ages 6-11.

March 27, 4:00pm STEAM:
Whirligig Wonders. Let's make
some whimsical toys and learn
about the physics of motion.
Supplies provided. Ages 6-11.

o A ¥

March 28, 4pm Conch Shell
Blowing Class presented by
Karen Beal and David ‘Wavy
Davy' Adamusko. Learn to blow
the conch shell and enjoy the
deep, calming tones it creates.
Sponsored by Shell World. Shell
provided, max 15. Register at
KeysLibraries.org.

WEEKLY EVENTS

Story Time
Tuesdays &
Thursdays at
10:30am for
ages 0-5.

Quit Your Way - Tobacco
Free Florida, Weds. 1pm
Counseling and free nicotine
replacement therapy. Hosted
by AHEC.

Tech Tutor

Weds. 1-4pm, Bring

your device and ques-
= tions for 1-on-1 help.

Creative Tuesday

1-3 pm: An informal creative
afternoon with fellow artists
connecting to inspire, rejuve-
nate, and encourage artistic
growth. Bring your own painting
supplies and finish your own art
or do organized activities.

SBDC Weds., 2-5 pm. The
Small Business Development
Center at FIU offers no-cost
consulting at the Library.
Reservation: bbarnes@fiu.edu

Sit + Sew

Fri. 9:30am - 1pm.
Bring your cur-
rent project and
meet new friends.

NROF

Y t'-‘al D \
LIVIVOINROU L

My ‘[T "-_’J' ri' n‘;__;_

1 !
& S S - 1 :

PUBLIC LIBRARY

COME TAKE A CLASS!

The Key Largo Library has a
variety of offerings, ranging
from Book Club and Arts &
Crafts for adults to LEGOS to
STEM programs. Scan the code
to see the complete schedule.

Monthly Community Group Meetings:
1st Sat.: Florida Keys Quilters

1st Mon.:
Upper Keys Fishing Club 6:30pm



18 + The Coconut Telegraph * March 2025

BUSINESS IN THE KEYS

NATIONWID:

PLUMBING SERVICES

Commercial & Residential - 5tate Certified Contractor
CIC 057548 - LICENSED & INSURED

't" 976771 OVERSEAS HYVY,
Office; [(305) B53-1848 Fy KEY LARGO, FL 33037

TRIM & CARPENTRY * CABINET INSTALLATION - INTERIOR PAINTING

AN
BEYER

HOME IMPROVEMENT, LLC

DAMON

(305) 360-7786 i e e

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

Upper Keys

Web Design

Website
Renovations

Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net
305.453.4281
www.upperkeys.net

E-Commerce
Maintenance

Inspirational Coach
Dr. Karen G

305-413-0963 call or text

Vour Wis by Geaion, witldisciwiion!

Transform by !
'gﬁmﬂmm scale

NUM THAI RESTAURANT & SUSHI BAR

LUNCH $1 Sushi all the time! ]

11:30-3 TG
: S| I D M
ot sturt?:::t $23%r(5-;5l6pm) %

H e ] Dlshﬂ‘lgk Lunch Specials from $5.95
S (Every Day) Private Room Available ]
| 305-451-5955

Voted Best Asian Food
i 15 years in a row.
103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

numlargo@yahoo.com
1

BARTENDER

American Legion in Key Largo has a
bartender, part time, day position open.
Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm.

Great pay, fun atmosphere.

No experience required but helpful..

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

’ 99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largc
/‘4[5 Ca’Pet (305)451-4460
Home Decorating Center

Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters

www.alscarpet.com

HunterDouglas &&

Waterproof Vinyl Plank- Custom Area Rugs

™ MANNINGTON, ~ BLLHEES 5y
Beautiful floors for the real world EORIGINAL] Floorine

* And Manv more Brands in Our Showroom *

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804
bullffroggking@gmail.com

e, Position

9 Open “ <p

The Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a
full-time position open for an Animal
Control Officer or Animal Caretaker.

The applicants must be energetic, flexible
with duties and hours. Experience preferred
but will accept an applicant that loves
animals. HACC will provide the necessary
training for the new applicant.

Salary based on experience/skills. Benefits
include fully paid retirement program, paid
holidays and annual leave; health insurance.

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Colon Business Cand Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Adventise Henre

$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE
HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Tim Dressing

Vocalist - Solo Musician

Organ - Piano - Keyboard
Trumpet - Cornet
Flugelhorn

305.522.3982
timdressing.com

HELP WANTED
Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.
Applications always accepted.
Apply in person.
Open Wednesday - Sunday.

The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Denise Malefyt

PUBLISHER
305.304.2837

www.TheConchTelegraph.com
TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

Help Wanted
Kitchen Assistant/Barback

Apply in person between 3 and 10 pm
at Elks Lodge MM 92.6 Tavernier.
See bartender for application.

$15 per hour.

This highly-anticipated social services, and other "Every
event is back and set to take day-to-day essentials. In ticket pur-
place on Saturday, March 8. addition to its outreach chased,
This annual gathering brings  programs, Voices proudly every bid
together community mem- owns and funds two afford- placed, and
bers, philanthropists, and able homes in Key Largo, every dona-
advocates to support Voices providing a safe, nurturing  tion made
for Florida Keys Children, a  environment for children in  directly
501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza- need of stability and care impacts the
tion dedicated to improving  and housing for aged-out children we
the lives of abused, neglect- youth. serve,” said
ed, and disadvantaged children Guests at the March 8 Krissy Car-

throughout Monroe County,

Florida.
Oper-
ated by a
100%
volunteer
board of
directors,
Voices
ensures

that children in need receive difference in the lives of
medical care, educational
support, tutoring, counseling, community.

LOST KEYCHAIN
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Tickets Selling Fast for Voices for Florida Keys Children’s
Annual Luncheon, Silent Auction & Fashion Show at Hawks Cay Resort

event will enjoy a delicious
luncheon, an exciting silent

VOUCes.  auction featuring exclusive  critical funds but also raises
& items and experiences, and a awareness of the ongoing
':"‘"._I“' stunning fashion show—all in needs of children in Monroe
B _‘H the breathtaking setting of  County. For more informa-

P | Hawks Cay Resort. This
%" Floyida ¥ is more than just an elegant
Clhuldsevv  afternoon; it is a powerful

opportunity to make a real please visit

vulnerable children in our
305-522-0280.

TEXT OR CALL ANNIE
305-923-7566

tion, to purchase tickets
please visit our Facebook
page, or to make a donation,

www.VoicesKids.org or con-
tact Krissy Carnahan at

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!

nahan, Events Co-Chair.
"This event not only raises

How to Get Involved:

* Purchase tickets now to
secure your seat.

- Donate an auction item
or service to contribute
to our silent auction.

* Sponsor the event to
showcase your business
while supporting a mean-
ingful cause.

RESTAURANT
& SUSHI BAR
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Coco'Nut’ Funnies

Pat 80 and Mick 87, were
sitting on a park bench one
morning. Mick had just fin-
ished his morning jog and
wasn't even short of breath.

His 80-year-old friend was
amazed at his stamina and
asked him what he did to
have so much energy.

Mick said, "Well, T eat rye
bread every day. It keeps
your energy level high and
you'll have great stamina with
the ladies.”

So, on the way home Pat
stopped at the bakery. As
he was looking around, the
saleslady asked if he needed
any help. Pat said, "Do you
have any rye bread?”

She said, "Yes, there's a
whole shelf of it. Would you
like some?”

He said, "I want five loaves.”

She said, "My goodness, five
loaves! By the time you get to
the 3rd loaf, it'll be hard."

Pat replied, "I can't believe
everybody knows about this
but mell”

“To sign up for dog obedience classes,

press 1. To speak with one of our
trainers, press 2. Good boy!”

| STOPPED
UNDERSTANDING
MATH WHEN THE

ALPHABET
DECIDED TO GET

INVOLVED.

| DIDN'T REALIZE | WAS
SUPPOSED TO KNOW HOW
TO DO EVERYTHING BY MY
SECOND RODED

SEEMS LIKE A VERY LOW
NUMBER OF RODEOS

 MISUNDERSTANDING |

Gallagher opened the morning

newspaper and was dumbfounded
to read in the obituary column that
he had died. He quickly phoned his
best friend, Finney.

‘Did you see the paper?’ asked Gal-
lagher. “They say I died!”’

‘“Yes, I saw it!” replied Finney.
‘Where are ye callin’ from?’

WELCOME TO
YOUR SIXTIES...

If you do not already have a
mysterious ailment, one will
be assigned to you shortly.

DOES ¥ Q;;EJ
(I8 u; .

CAN YOU GLT IT OVIR
THE COUNTER?

R

m o A 3mm)
'-Jl [ T:ﬁ' 1uw|cr "24
1 L) -d iTcah=

CBEMS 10 IN THE 703 -
MORE FUN THAN BENG 7 Tk

Bought a chicken to

make sandwiches. It
doesn't. It shits on the
floor.

@
T'1 LOVE to live n the Weel. Being

ANYWHERE YOU WANT, YOU GOT IT.
ANYWHERE YOU NEED, YOU 6OT IT.

I'VE BEEN TO A LOT OF PLACES
BUT I'VE NEVER BEEN IN CAHOOQTS.
APPARENTLY YOU CANT GO ALONE,
YOU HAVE TO BE IN CAHOOTS WITH
SOMEONE. I'VE ALSO NEVER BEEN IN
COGNITO, EITHER. T HEAR NOBODY
RECOGNIZES YOU THERE. I HAVE,
HOWEVER, BEEN IN SANE. THEY
DONT HAVE AN AIRPORT. YOU HAVE
TO BE DRIVEN THERE. | HAVE
MADE SEVERAL TRIPS.

Credence: Who'll stop Lor-
raine?

Johnny Nash: T can see
clearly now, Lorraine is gone.

Toto: I blessed Lorraine
down in Africa.

Adele: I set fire to Lorraine

Barry Manllow: T made it
through Lorraine.

Eruption: I cant stand
Lorraine.

Lorraine: Knock it off.

Wouldn't it be ironic if
Popeye’s chicken was
cooked in Olive Oil.

a tranaeveatite here 18 fOINTLESS.
S —— B

MAKE SURE
Y6UR KiLT iS
SHORT ENGUGH
T6 D6 &

Jie, BUTLeNe g
ENGUGH =

TO HIDE YGUR
LUCKY CHARAMS! J

HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY !

I was in Florida....and |
saw a bumper sticker on
a parked car

that read_I miss The
Bronx.”

So | broke the window,
stole the radio and left a
note that read,

"l hope this helps."

WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO PAINT POTATOES
THIS EASTER, Y'ALL.

People act shocked when
there is a shark sighting
around here. Good rule of

thumb for Florida. If you see
water, taste it. If it's salty there
are sharks init... if not salty,
there are alligators in it.

I do all my own
stunts, but never
intentionally

An elderly Irish woman of ad-
vanced age visited her doctor to
ask his advice on reviving her
husband’s lagging libido.

‘What about trying Viagra?” asked
the doctor.

“Not a chance,” she said... “He
won't even take an aspirin’”

“Not a problem,” replied the doc-

tor. “Give him an “Irish Viagra.” Net, to 8e’(, technical..but
“What’s this Irish Viagra?” &CCOY’dihg fo ChﬁWﬁSU’y,

cohol 1 olution.
“You drop the Viagra tablet Into Al h l 154 lution
his coffee. He won't even taste It.
Give it a try and call me in a week
to let me know how things went.” s better

s

A week later she called the doctor, 3 w-:..r. e grow old
who asked her about the results. gf) }g Y with
“Oh, faith, bejaysus and begor- ‘B ,V) ,_%ﬂ‘\g " a Sense of
rah!” she exclaimed. “T’was hor- s humeor “I spend 30% of my day working for the
rid! Just terrible, doctor!” ?;f@ \ than to o m::,’;s\rh?: tl sg;];; g$ ofmy
“Really? What happened?” asked by I; E/ = &row old
the doctor. -. ‘\ with
“Well I, I did as you advised and t‘_ ho SenhSe
slipped it into his coffee and the
effect was immediate. He jumped

straight up, with a twinkle in his
eye! With one swoop of his arm,
he sent cups and tablecloth flying,
then ripped me clothes to tatters
and took me then and there on the
tabletop! Twas a nightmare, I tell
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you, an absolute nightmare!”

“Why so terrible?” asked the doc-
tor, “Do you mean the sex wasn't
good?”

“It was the best I've had in 25
years! But sure as I'm sittin’ here,
I'll never be able to show me face
in Starbucks again!”

“ou CAN TALK ABOUT A RECONERY ALL. YOU WANT...,
T GhY TIMES ARE GTILLTOUGH.”
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COCONUT TELEGRAPH r Conch Characters / Around Town ——

U=~ CLASSIFIED ADS

Open 7 Days A Week Buyers agent is buying Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and
Bromeliad Society

Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am . % 5 Vintage Costume Jewelry meets the 2nd Tuesday of every
||.)l.JnCh f;om jj am _Breakfast OnT C;g5& 3';:"2;“353' month at the Key Largo Civic
inner from 4 pm - A -304- Club at 6:00pm.
. SSEL SAFETY i i
ey Y 4 .__ 3 VESSE ET orchidclub@gmail.com In the Keys Kids Fishing Derby, Silent Hunter's junior ungler
Fresh Seafood Daily Happy Hour The USCG Auxiliary conducts THE KEY PLAYERS Pdblo Rodriguez earned top honors with two mahi-mahi.
Local 46 pm Bl velisel safc;ty Chjﬁs at Community Theater Group needs
O ackwater Sound Marina, volunteers to work behind the
Specialties MM 103.8 Bayside, every thl.rd scenes & audition for roles!
We'll Cook Saturday of the month.Public thekeyplayers.org

UKHS at the Florida Keys Brewing Com-
pany's 10th Anniversary Party.

Felix "The Catt” at Liki Tiki at Key Largo

) & Your Catch | “ welcome. 305-998-8400 W
= Fishing Guides | $4 well Drinks GET CLASSIFIED

: . Amateur & seasoned Moose Lodye. ‘“ﬂ f
Available $1 off Bottle Beers $10 per col.inch per month! musicians wanted!
- - Bold Listing $12./inch per mo. Keys Community Concert Band
$1 off House Wines y y
Amazmg MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE begins rehearsals in the fall.

Sunsets $2 Domestic Drafts

Classified Display Space $15/inch. More info call 305-451-4530. =~ - e , ’
| Pet Friendly $3.50 Craft Drafts Brop off your ad and payment at N ] Congratulations — 35th Annuul Cheecu Lodyge und Spu
: The UPS STORE . Classified ads will not be - Ol Sl ; A
FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE e LOCALS’ FAVORITE o LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY! | | 10120 0verseas Ty, by Puoi ot mrecewinds ted without t Presidential Sifish Tournument Crowns Floridu Keys
. ° - Questions? Call 305-304-2837. accepted without payment. Gold Cup Suilfish Chumpionship Winners, Killbox. in the

findl ley of the Gold Cup Series.

Meet u few of the unimuls who ure currently avdiluble for adoption
at the Key Lurgo Animul Shelter. If you ure interested in tuking ohe

Q
Ad o t a Ke La r 0 A " I m a I She of these udorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is
locuted ut mile murker 106 Oceunside; phone 305-451-0088.

-

Muarty Puez, Treusurer of the Friends of
the Key Largo Library, wus congratu-
lated by MaryCarin Porter, a director
with the Floridu Keys Art Council, at the

; . Unsuny Hero event hosted by the
Hayden Gotsch (center) Top Angler in the Islumorada Community Foundution of the Floridu
Burtender's Suilfish Tournament, with Tournument Keys. Marty’s hard work and attention fo

Director Diunne Hurbaugh und Cupt. Hunter Burron., detuil keep The Friends legul und on
frack financially,

Al Flutie’s Over the Hill Rip-Off Suilfish
Tournament: Top Ludy Angler
Ausrey Koocher with Tournument Director
Diunne Harbaubh.

MEIONS |

i)y

.I;

% Benjami nf Cinnamon

Conch blowing cluss at Key Largo Library...
the next cluss is March 28, reyister at Florida Keys Orchid Society, which meets second Tuesduy of each month at the Civic Club,

KeysLibraries.org. Photo by Lindi Mdllison. pucked the house in February ricks and tips of growing beautiful plants. Photo by Lindi Mdllison.
\ J
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Ha\ppy H()H]' 7 days ¢ 4-6pm

®  $4 Well Drinks

ﬁ $1 off Bottle Beers

i ’ $1 off House Wines
o $2 Domestic Drafts
b2 ES $3500Craft Drafts

Plus a great selection of low-priced munchies!

Upen 10r breakra & Dinne ; |

! i

L ey = 3
The Rockin' Magje of MICHAEL TRIXX

Most MONDAYS - WEDNESDAYS « FRIDAYS at Sunset

We have 32 world-ren
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

s
e A

Ly s

% % A Dd e .. o ° . 0A0 £ [} S
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
"SUNDAY SCHOOL" 1Johr112(§iulla
$3 Bloody Marys, Mimosas O atorsront Oininag -
& Screwdrivers ww M Uncle
every Sunday, 7 to 11 am Rico 5:30-9:30
2 Mark Hill |3 4 5 6 7 8
23 | Micah | Vebb& 1 Webb&  jage storm | Abstract
Webb & asg?)';.sgs 5:30.6:30 Davidson | Davidson 5:30-9:30 Radio
Davidson A 5:30-9:30 5:30-9:30 5:30-9:30
5:30-0:30
9 Steve |10 11 12\yehp g |13 14 Brothers |15
Venini 123 Leah Davidson | Webb & | of Others Shin Di
Carousers | gy tter 5:30-9:30 David 5:30-9:30 In Uig
Davidson e Michael Trixx [ 5.59.9.39 ichael Trixx
5:30:9:30 @Sunset @Sunset
16 Micah |17 o 18 19 Webb & |20 21 Uncle 22
25 | Carousers | ey | Dason | Webb & | Rico sanoso Reanview
e 20.0. ' ; : irror
Dwe%b & Michael Trixx| >~"230 | Michael Trixx Davidson Michael Trixx | .0 049
?‘3’55’38“ @Sunset @Sunset 5:30-9:30 @Sunset B
23 24 25 26Webb & |27 28Beach |29
Adrienne | Carousers | steve Davidson | Webb& | Bandits
12-3 30.9: A0
5:30-9:30 Venini 5:30-9:30 BeIIamy 5:30-9:30 TBA
Webb & | pichael Trixx|  5:309:30 | Michael Trixx 5:30-9:30 | Michael Trixx
Davidson
5:30-9:30 @Sunset @Sunset @Sunset
0 13
Ma1r¥_3H|II C%Qﬂ’,f‘g%%rs Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner ¢ 7am-10pm
Webb & —— Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water. DA
Da\?idson MIC@hgﬁL;I;IXX Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach. A
5:30-9:30
— . =0



